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The Easter Story ~ Jesus’ First Appearance

Last Sunday, we heard the Easter story - how Mary Magdalene went to the tomb, found it empty, and moments
later the risen Jesus first appeared to her. We’ve grown so accustomed to hearing how Jesus first appeared to
Mary; we’ve missed the real significance of his appearance. We’re so used to hearing the Easter story, that its
impact concerning women is lost. To make a woman the first witness to such an important event was unknown
in Jesus’ time. In fact, in Jesus’ day, the witness of women was not even acceptable in court. In spite of this,
Jesus appeared first to a woman.

Partly because of the extraordinariness of the event, but partly out of lack of trust in the words of women, to the
men “these words seemed an idle tale, and they did not believe them.” In fact, when two disciples met the risen
Jesus on the road to Emmaus, they told him “some women of their company had seen a vision of angels, saying
that he had risen.” Yet, it’s clear that they didn’t believe the women. And later, when they’ve recognized the
risen Christ and go back to tell the others they find that they’ve also come to believe. Why? Because He has
appeared to Simon! It took a male witness to convince them. Before, in a fallen, unredeemed world, women
were seen as inferior to men, but now that the world has been redeemed through Jesus Christ, women are to be
restored to their rightful place as equal to men.

This is made clear in Paul’s dramatic reversal of the old prayer of thanksgiving prayed daily by Jewish males.
The prayer said, “Praised be God that he has not created me a Gentile; praised be God that he has not created
me a woman; praised be that God has not created me an ignorant man (or slave). But when Paul became a
Christian he reversed this prayer, he said, “There is neither Jew nor Greek (Gentile); there is neither male nor
female; there is neither slave nor free; for you are all one in Jesus Christ.” In Christ there is a new order of
creation.

How well do our attitudes, our language, our lives, and the social structures we create reflect that new order?
Do we make assumptions about what women can and cannot do? Do we speak in ways that exclude or demean
women? Do we live in ways that enact unjust, exclusive, and demeaning assumptions? Do we create social
structures that cement injustice and exclusiveness into our life and work, and into the way life is perceived and
future perceptions formed?

Though the church has made progress, we’re still a long way from the new order, which is Christ’s hope and
promise for the creation he died to redeem. In any church, more than half of those worshipping are women.
Among those active the majority is even more pronounced, so much so, that some men regard faith, and
nurturing children in it, as “women’s work”. Yet among pastoral leadership of the church, women are still a
minority. And women who enter the ministry find that while they may receive a first call to a small church,
chances of a future call to another setting are slim. And many, wherever they are called, constantly face
prejudice, and constantly have to prove themselves.

Christ calls us to examine our assumptions, language, action, and social structures, to see if they reflect the
“new creation” which bring him honor and serve his loving purpose. We do this not just in regard to one
another, but also in regard to our assumptions and language about God, for our assumptions about God shape
our assumptions about the humanity we believe was created in God’s image. May God help us to do that
examination and to allow ourselves, as daughters and sons of God, as individuals and as a church, to be
transformed more and more into God’s “new creation.”

With Easter Hope,



Our IH N week begins today. If you have not

yet been involved with this mission, consider
dropping in one of the evenings and see the
hospitality shown to our guests. We will be
welcoming six adults and ten children who make
up four families.

v Thanks to everyone who has committed to
helping this week.

v For more information about our Bethany
Missions, please contact Carolyn B. Hofmann at
330-929-7704 or any of our Mission Committee
members.
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Bethany Kitchen
Saturday, April 17" 11:30 a.m.

Bethany Kitchen provides a free luncheon for

those in the community who need a meal. Help is
always needed for food preparation, serving and

cleaning up. All are welcome to join us and
enjoy fellowship and lunch.

Women’s Fellowship
Tuesday ~ April 20" 2:00 pm

Join us for our annual trip to
Chapel Hill Home for Bingo!

We will meet at the church at w&\‘&\

12:45 p.m. to carpool or
use the van.

Please bring prizes and Cookies
to share with the residents.

Men’s Volunteer Breakfast @

It is a great time for men of the church to get together
to share faith, food, and fellowship together; as well as
a few chores with which the custodians could use some
help. The men gather the 3" Wednesday of the month
at 8:00 a.m. (Next breakfast April 21*.) You can help
make this time possible by providing breakfast for 8-
10 men once during the year. If you’d like to help in
this way call Nancy Read at 330-928-3002.

Miller Avenue “Cunch on Us”

Bethany will be providing the meal at Lunch on Us at
Miller Ave UCC on Saturday, April 17™. We are
looking for volunteers to help prepare and serve this
meal from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm. Thanks for
considering this request to help with this mission.

D
CAMP
' Christian Ed invites you to our annual

“Camp Sunday Spectacular” after
10:30 worship on Sunday, April 18", We will meet in
the social hall for camp lunch, which will include hot
dogs, chips, and for the healthy ... carrots and celery!
Past campers will present an informational program on
Camp Bethany/New Trinity, which will be held this
year July 25" — 30", All are welcome for the fun!

S)D Happy Qiﬂﬁfdy to...

Ann Gerlinger

Who will celebrate her special day April 21"

Gardens of the Western Reserve
45 Chart Road, Cuy. Falls, OH 44223

Earth Day
April 227
One thing is certain:
the world of today will be different

tomorrow - and the day after that,
and on and on ad infinitum.
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Summit County ~ Recycling Program
woue (Beacon Journal)
@ Metro Parks, serving Summit County, will
3 > collect items to be recycled on Earth Day.
“®& From 5 to 7 p.m. April 22" the park
district  will collect cardboard, phone books,
newspapers, magazine, books, batteries and electronics
including computers, VCRs and radios. In addition,
musical instruments will collected for the Akron
schools’ “Music Alive” program. The drop-off will be
at the Coventry Oaks Pavilion at Firestone Metro Park,
40 Axline Road. No televisions will be accepted —
only residential materials. There are no residency
requirements. INFO: 330-867-5511.

Treasures & Bake Sale

DAY OF SALE

April 24th

Bring in your unwanted items!!
(EXCEPT clothes & exercise equipment)

Please DO NOT bring items to church unti/
the week of the sale! (4/19)

Storage at church is very limited.

Furniture to be placed in the social hall &
all other items taken to the lower level.

NEED ITEMS PICKED UP?
HAVE QUESTIONS?
Call Kim Wurgler, “The Queen of Treasures”

She truly believes
“Your junk is Bethany’s MISSION!”

She will accept anything
(EXCEPT clothes & exercise equipment)

& Call our Kim at 330-928-4446.

“

Come to Bethany’s Treasures Sale and ...
Then visit ...
the Craft and Rummage Sale at
Northminster Presbyterian Church
104 W. Portage Trail Ext. Cuy. Falls
the same day, open until 3:00 pm

Brunch on Bethany!

New Orleans Mission Trip

On Sunday, April 25, Carol Clemente
and Brad Bebout will share their
experiences of New Orleans with us during
the hour between services. Mission
Committee will provide the brunch and a
free will offering will be collected to
benefit missions. Hope you can attend this
presentation at 9:30 am in the social hall.

Safe Church ~ Policy Update

The United Church of Christ has developed a new,
more complete disclosure form for volunteers who
work with children and youth in churches. We will be
requiring all who work in our Christian Education and
Youth ministries as well as IHN volunteers, to fill out
this new form. There will be a meeting to introduce
the new form on April 25th, at 11:45 a.m., in the
social hall. If you are a volunteer in one of these areas
but are unable to attend the meeting a form will be sent
to you the same day. Thanks for your cooperation with
this important part of our being responsible to the
children and youth of our faith family.

ey
rellowsnip BETHANY BUCKEYES

Are you 50 years or older? Then YOU are invited
to join others of this age who meet once a month,
the first Friday of each month, for Bethany
Buckeyes! Isn’t that exciting! FUN is had by all!
We celebrate these Fridays with food, some
games and lots of laughter. Did we mention the
FUN we have?! So please, if you are interested,
join us at our next meeting May 7th, 6:00 p.m. in
the social hall. Because it is so much FUN you
must make reservations! Do so by marking your
attendance card or call the church office. FUN!




ﬂ&ﬁ@ﬁ@mmﬂb@rmwmm

Harvey Morrow, Akron City Hospital
Jean Pekar, home

Katherine McMillen, home

Linda Smith, home
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You've Got Mail

Please check the “mail table” each Sunday before
or after worship. The bulletin will always
indicate what groups or individuals have mail
waiting for them. Also, you can pick up your
newsletter at the table each Sunday. Any items
not picked up will be mailed the next day.
PLEASE HELP BETHANY SAVE ON
POASTAGE! Thanks.

Know Someone Looking for Work?
We received a letter from Select Staffing, a full

service staffing agency. They currently have
50+ job openings available (new glass cutting
company opens) in the Cuy. Falls area for 1%
and 2" shifts. If you are interested please call
the church office.

We had another great Bethany Night at Donato’s
last Wednesday. Thanks to your support we raised
money to tithe to our general fund, and add to our
youth fellowship account and future mission trips. As
of this newsletter a total amount raised was not
available. We will inform you in a future Bethany
Letter. We ate hearty and had a terrific time. Join us
for the next one on June 30™ Mark your calendars!

A special thanks to Holly Keenan for setting up the
labyrinth for people to walk before and after our
Maundy Thursday services.

To the Bethany Congregation,

I wish to thank you all for your prayers and
concerns. Thank you so much for the beautiful altar
flowers that were delivered to me on Sunday, by Tom
and Nancy Buck. After being down for three months, |
am starting to feel better and hopefully 1’ve turned the
corner and am on my way to healthier times. | hope |
will be able to return to church in the next few weeks.
Also, a huge thanks to Rev. Mark Steiner for his calls
and visits. Your cares, prayers and concerns are
greatly appreciated. Sincerely, Joe Probeck

Bethany members,

Just wanted to thank you for the beautiful altar
flowers and cards. Keep the prayers coming - each day
is a little better. Love and blessing Cheryl Philips

Bethany Friends,

Thank you so much for the beautiful Easter flowers
and thanks to you Lynette Sheppard for bringing them.
We had a great conversation. Love to all, Linda Smith

Thanks to Evan and Harry Cool, Kathy Keenan,
Martha Peyak, Paula Peyak, Frank Read, Dale Renner,
Lindsay Short, Janice and Glen Smith for their help
with the Trinity UCC Easter Celebration. There were
40 moms and 120 children who enjoyed a day of fun
activities, lunch, a visit from the Easter Bunny, and
lots of Easter Eggs. Thanks also for the donations of
Easter candy and the funds to purchase candy.

Thanks to Becky and John Wachovec for their help
at the East Market Street UCC clean up day on March
20™. This congregation appreciated your help.

Thanks to everyone who brought in donations for
the Harvest for Hunger food drive.

Thanks to all who have donated to our IHN Family
Center fund. These funds will be used to cover the
cost when we need to hire a student to be at the Family
Center during our Host Week.




Our Sanctuary was beautiful on Easter Sunday with Easter Flowers.
A thank you to those who donated ...

Ernie Albert and Cheryl Philips, in memory of Marie Albert

Donna Bidwell, in honor of Marcia Spring and in memory of Jim Bidwell
Bob & Jan Charton, in honor of our grandchildren

Michael and Becky Cochran, in memory of Earl and Ann Cochran

The Cochran Family in honor of family and friends

Marty Crichton & Holly Keenan, in loving memory of Jack Crichton

The Croskeys, in memory of Averill/Kovach

Helen Davis, in memory of loved ones

John & Cathy Dix, in memory of Gwen & Dale Hawk & Janet & Harlan Dix

Beverly Edwards and family, in memory of Jerry Edwards

Sue, Mark, Linda & Stephen Gaskill, in loving memory of Dick & Margie Gaskill

Jerry & Linda Goodwin, in memory of Jerry’s parents and siblings

Warren & Mary Jo Graves, in memory of loved ones

Dick & Phyllis Haft, in memory of loved ones

Carolyn B. Hofmann, in memory of my parents, Helen & Gus Hofmann and my nephew, Todd Hofmann
Jim, Sue, Kristy & Steve Jacobson, in memory of Carolyn Jacobson

Kathe Kirstein, in memory of Fritz Kirstein

Lenora Luginbill and family, in memory of Chuck Luginbill

Sarah Mellott and Family, in memory of Calvin Mellott

Bret, Kim & Brandon Moore, Michelle, Chris & Madison Mae Davis, in memory of Harry & Mae Moore
Dorothy Peyak, in memory of Robert Peyak, loving husband, father and grandfather

Nancy & Robert Ractliffe, in memory of Grace & LeRoy Brumbaugh and Phyllis & Augustus Ractliffe
Bob & Linda Read and family, in memory of Andrew J. Lampe

Clyde & Lynette Sheppard, in memory of loved ones gone from sight, but not our hearts

Linda Smith, in memory of Kenneth Smith and Mr. & Mrs. Wilber Lynn

Marcia Spring, in memory of Barbara Bidwell and in honor of Donna Bidwell

Edna Truby, in memory of Peggy McVan

Bob & Sharon Ward, in memory of loved ones



Calendar for additions to ~ or ~ changes to the
2010 monthly calendar mailed to you.
April 12t to April 25th

4/12 9:00a Quilters
9:30a  Prayer Shawl Ministry
6:00p IHN Meal (SH)
7:00p Bell Choir Practice
4/13 9:00a  Staff Meeting
10:00a  Newsletter Deadline
6:00p IHN Meal (SH)
7:15p  Finance Committee Mtg.
4/14  9:30a  Bible Study (CE)
6:00p IHN Meal (SH)
7:30p  Consistory
4/15  6:00p IHN Meal (SH)
7:30p  Chancel Choir Practice
4/16  6:00p IHN Meal (SH)
4/17 11:30a  Bethany Kitchen (SH)
6:00p IHN Meal (SH)

Camp Sunday
April 18, 2010 4

T Nursery Available 9:15t0 11:30 a.m.
T TREASURES SALE SET-UP WEEK

8:00a 7" Day Practice
8:30a Worship (Fellowship)
9:15a  Church School for Children and Adults
10:30a  Worship/ Children’s Sunday School
11:30a CAMP SUNDAY FUN!
12:30p  Camp Staff Leadership Workshop
4/19  9:00a Quilters
7:00p Bell Choir Practice
4/20  9:00a Staff Meeting
10:00a Newsletter Deadline
12:45p Women’s Fellowship meet at church to
car pool to 2:00 Bingo at Chapel Hill
7:00p Stewardship Class (L)
4/21  8:00a Men’s Breakfast
9:00a Bible Study (CE)
4/22 EARTH DAY
7:30p Chancel Choir Practice
4123
4/24  9:00a TREASURES & BAKE SALE!

Family Sunday ~ April 25, 2010
T Nursery Available 9:15to 11:30 a.m.

8:30a
9:15a
9:15a
10:30a
11:30a
11:30a
11:30a
6:30p

Worship (Traditional)

Church School for Children only

Brunch —-New Orleans Mission Trip Confirmands /Adults
Worship

7" Day Practice

Inquiry Meeting

Youth Committee Meeting

YF

Names of Sunday Volunteers are
published AHEAD OF THE SCHEDULED Sunday
as a kindly reminder and early thank you!

If you are unable to volunteer the day you are
scheduled, please remember to...
T Find someone to take your place ... and then
T call the church office so we may make
the necessary changes on our schedules

( Volunteers for April 18™

Cup Washer: A. Zeller

Greeters: B.&J. Charton/ P. Cochran

Lay Reader: A. Cool

Music: 7™ Day / Chancel Choir
< Nursery: S. Ward, B. Read. H. Bowman, T. Robinson
Ushers: L. Luginbill, B. Charton, M.&R. Bowmaster,

Karen Fratz, C.&D. Schreiber, J. McClellan

Van Driver: F. Read
Visitor Outlook: L. Goodwin

( Volunteers for April 25"

Cup Washing: C. Eberhardt
Greeters: J.&C. Dix/ M.&S. Gaskill
Music: Bell Choir / Children’s Choirs
< Nursery: M. Peyak, E.&N. Zeller, K. Renner
Ushers: T. Hermann, F. Read, M.Seguin, M. Seymour,
L. Short, J. Smith, N. Buck, B. Pletzer
Van Driver: S. Gaskill
\ Visitor Outlook: B. Lees
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