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                                                                  Rev. Mark Steiner, Visitation Minister

Easter Brings a New Way of Living
Those who receive The Bethany Letter by e-mail will have this in their “inbox” on Maundy Thursday, the night of Jesus’ Last Supper, of his betrayal, arrest and desertion, or on Good Friday, the day of his crucifixion.  Many others will be picking up their paper copy on Easter Sunday.  I’m writing, as we move toward Easter, to help consider the significance of these two days for our faith and life.

Jesus explained their significance when, at his last meal with his disciples, he took the bread and said, “This is my body, which is broken for you,” and when he took the cup and said, “This is my blood, which is shed for you.”  He shared that meal with those who were fickle in their love for him, never quite understood his purpose, and who would betray, deny, or abandon him before the night was through.  Before the next day was over he would die on the cross for those who despised and rejected him, mocked and beat him.

These days are about love, a love so full and strong that it can bear rejection and suffering and, finally even death in order to be given.  These days are about giving, a sacrificial giving, that gives so others may have life.

Jesus explained the nature of this kind of giving and its power when he said, “Whoever would save their life will lose it but whoever loses their life for my sake and the gospels will save it.”  The more we try to hold on to life, the more we lose it; the more we are willing to give, to sacrifice, the more we are blessed with life.  

The truth of this teaching and the power of this self-giving, sacrificial love is what we celebrate on Easter.  The one who refused to live defensively whose reckless giving looked so foolish, was not a fool at all.  The one who didn’t withhold himself but gave himself completely for others - to the point of death itself - was not defeated by death.  No!  Instead, God raised him to life, affirming the goodness and the power of self-giving love.

What we celebrate on Easter is the power of self-giving love.

The self-giving love we celebrate is a challenge and a judgment on how our culture calls us to live and priorities and arrangements we’ve settled upon as residents of that culture.

· Our culture calls us to live as individuals, constructing our life as a project, for our own benefit; self-giving love calls us to live in relationship, nurturing a community through which others are blessed.

· Our culture calls us to grasp, accumulate, and hold, in the hope of finding life and joy and security; self-giving love calls us to let go, share and give, as the way to life, joy and security.

· Our culture calls us to believe that there “is not enough” so we must grasp, accumulate, and hold on; self-giving love calls us to believe that God blesses us with abundance so that we can dare to give.

The ideology of our culture leads to certain priorities and life-arrangements that are self-focused and selfish.  The good news of Easter is that we can dare to live with other priorities and arrange our lives in ways that we’d never dared consider.  May God bless us with the daring to see that new way.
With Resurrection Hope, 
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April 22nd, Good Friday  
Church Office Closed
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Easter Sunday ~ April 24, 2011
   6:30 a.m.
Great Vigil ~ Sunrise Service



  
Scripture:  John 20:1-18


      
   This ancient service, which begins as light of Easter dawns, proclaims the victory 

   of Christ’s light over all the powers of darkness.  A continental breakfast will follow.
   
  8:30 a.m.
Worship (Communion)



 
Scripture:  Matthew 28:1-10


     
   We will proclaim the joy of the resurrection through the service of Word and Sacrament, 

   and the sharing of our Bell Choir.

  
  9:15 a.m.
Church School for Children 
  
  9:15 a.m.
Easter Brunch hosted by the Youth Fellowship
  10:30 a.m.
Worship (Family Sunday - Children will remain in worship)

   

Scripture:  Matthew 28:1-10
 

      
   This service will proclaim the joy of the Resurrection with several anthems by our 

      
   Son Singers, Young Shepherds and Chancel Choir
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We shared with these young people as they affirmed for themselves the baptismal promises made on their behalf by their parents and their faith family on Palm Sunday April 17th.  Congratulations to … 

· Caela Bedillion
 daughter of Heather and David Bedillion
· Jacob McClellan
son of Deborah and Brian McClellan
· Kara Renner
daughter of Valerie and Todd Renner
· Trenten Robinson
son of Heather and Eron Shaw
· Dakota Shroyer
son of Lisa and Duane Shroyer

Children’s Sunday School News
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Last Sunday was so busy in the Pre-K/Kindergarten class.  We processed with the palms, made a puzzle of Jesus and practiced our Easter Song!  We also made a donkey from a sawhorse and we each got a chance to ride it as our classmates waved palm branches and placed coats and palms at the donkey’s feet.  Check out the pictures outside our classroom. 
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Youth Fellowship 

	4/24
	  8:30 am
	Host Easter Brunch

	5/01
	6:00 pm 
	Mission Trip Planning

	5/13
	5:00 pm
	Host Family Promise Meal

	5/22
	6:30 pm
	Movie Night

	5/29 
	10:20 am
	Breakfast Out (after 8:30 Worship and Sunday School)

	6/5
	6:00 pm
	Mission Trip Planning
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Building communities, strengthening lives.



MONDAY, APRIL 25th
AN IMPORTANT DAY
· Deadline for Youth Mission Trip Registration!

· Deadline for Camp Staff Applications!

The Incredible Good Neighbors Stock-A-Thon
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The response to The Incredible Good Neighbors Stock-A-Thon has been, well, incredible! By the middle of April we had already collected over 150 food items for those in need in Summit County. More details on that soon.  May is baby item month. Boxes are available around the church for your donation and our progress is tracked on the display in the social hall.

   Here’s what we’ll be asking for in May:

	5/01
	Baby Food

	5/08
	Diapers  or  Pull-Ups

	5/15
	Baby Wipes

	5/22
	Baby Shampoo

	5/29
	Baby Powder


                                            Thank you for your generosity!
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Saturday ~ April 30th
9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Have you been looking in all the right places?  Your closets?  The garage?  The attic … basement?  If not, please start your search NOW!  Bring in all those special, unwanted pieces beginning April 25th (the week before the sale, only) which is Saturday, April 30th!  Kim Wurgler, who believes “your junk is our mission”, will accept anything BUT clothes.  Contact Kim at 330-928-4446 with questions.
· If you are able to donate a baked good item for the Treasures-Bake Sale, please bring in your goodies on Friday, April 29th.  There will be a table set up in the social hall.
[image: image13.jpg]



May 1st       11:30 am
It’s the end of April and we haven’t had Camp Sunday.
Don’t worry we haven’t forgotten!  The Christian Education Committee and Camp staff just wants everyone to be ready to really think about what a great blessing camp is for our children and youth!  So, we hope you’ll join us on “May Day” for:

· a tasty “camp style” lunch

· some important sharing about camp

· some great camp songs 
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Blood Pressure Check

The first Sunday of each month, Bethany’s volunteer nurses offer blood pressure tests during social hour.  If you are interested in having your BP checked look for them in the social hall May 1st.
BETHANY BUCKEYES
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Join us at our next meeting Friday, May 6, 6:00 p.m. in the social hall.  Because it is so much FUN you must make reservations (for dinner).  Do so by stating so on your attendance card or by calling the church office.  


Host Week

Our next host week begins Sunday, May 8TH.   Please consider volunteering to help this week and contact one of our team leaders: Carol Clemente - meal preparation, Carolyn B. Hofmann - overnight volunteers, and Frank Read - van drivers.  Thanks to our many volunteers who help make this week possible.  
UCC Undergraduate Scholarships
Scholarships are available to assist members of UCC congregations who are under 25 and are sophomore, junior, or senior undergraduates attending any accredited 4-year college or university in the US.  Awards are $500 - $1000.  Applications may be downloaded at UCC.org. Go to Higher Education, then College and University Scholarships.  All applications are due via snail mail by May 18.

Plant Sale

        Saturday, May 21st  
         9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Please bring any perennials, bulbs, herbs, annuals or houseplants that you can spare to our sale.  We will have pots and labels available at the church to put your plants in.  Remember to keep any plants that you take out in a shaded area until you bring them to the church.  You may call Sharon Holle at (330) 688-8183 or Susan Gaskill at (330) 686-1967 with questions.                  

          Now is the time to divide your perennials.
Let Bethany share in your abundance.


… I will have a quiet half hour

       all by myself and relax.
During this half hour, sometime, I will try to get a better perspective of my life.

Volunteer opportunities 
are available at Bethany UCC.
To name a few …  greeters, ushers, Sunday school teachers/substitutes, and always those who will prepare food… that’s just a FEW!  Call the church office for more information!
GREEN Team News!
RiverDay

Saturday, May 21

This annual event provides the opportunity to celebrate, protect, and restore our National Heritage River, the Cuyahoga.

 
The green team is looking for volunteers to help with the RIVER DAY work going on in the Cuyahoga Valley on May 21st. We would like to register as a group so please let George Jensen know if you are interested. Contact number is 330.929.0946 or GJensen1@SBCGlobal.net.  This is around the time the Property Committee does their annual cleanup so if you are interested in that day the Green Team would encourage helping out there also.  Here is the information straight from the CVNRA website, as you can see there are two opportunities to serve, trash cleanup or invasive plant removal. We will see if our volunteers want to do one or the other or both.  
 
River Cleanup

Help remove trash and invasive plants within the Cuyahoga River watershed. Wear long-sleeved shirts and long pants, sturdy boots, and work gloves. Children must be at least 10 years old, accompanied by an adult, and have a signed parental permission form. Breakfast snacks provided. Location given upon registration. 8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. For more information and to register, call 330-657-2296, visit www.conservancyforcvnp.org, or e-mail volunteer@forcvnp.org
 


· Betty Pickard, City Hospital

Please remember our homebound members in your prayers … 
Donna Bidwell


Lloyd & Claudine Bigelow Doris Brubaker


Al & Karen Butler


Ken & Shirley Cleary

Mary Coffield


David & Nancy Dietz

Ann Gerlinger

Warren & Mary Jo Graves
Don Hafliger


Willis & Marion Hitchcock
Glenn & Peg Leiter
Beverly Lipinski

Kenneth Limbach II

John & Katherine McMillen
Dale & Betty Pickard

Joan Porter


Mary Ellen Powell
Jean Pekar


Kathy Ruch


Pauline Rutledge

John & Barbara Sunyecz
Doris Welch


Nancy Zucco
The following information is taken from the book:   365 Ways to Save the Earth
Recycle your steel cans.

Cans—generally made of steel—are  100% recyclable.  One ton of recycled steel saves 2,500 pounds of iron ore, 1,400 pounds of coal, 120 pounds of limestone and the thousands of gallons of water needed to produce steel.  Steel recycling saves 75% of the energy it would take to create the substance from raw materials. 
Make sure you recycle your steel cans and scraps: They will be transformed into new cans, or into sheet metal for various uses.

Dear Bethany Friends,

     Thank you for the cards, prayers and altar flowers that Marjorie Calhoun brought me.  I enjoyed her visit and Rev. Steiner’s visit.             With appreciation, Olive Devine 

     The tears in so many eyes after the service told the story.  The Lenten Sketches cantata was a poignant and moving journey with Jesus through Holy Week.  Thanks to Choir Director Beth McDevitt, the Chancel Choir, accompanist Sue Parker, guest musicians Dave Kempers and Corey Nielsen, and narrator Rollie Seguin for their hard work in preparing this inspiring Palm Sunday gift to the whole congregation.  It will help all who heard it have a deeper appreciation of what we celebrate on Easter.  We were blessed and we are grateful!
 April Altar Flowers given by…

4/10   Ralph and Mary Bowmaster in memory of loved ones
4/17   Carolyn B. Hofmann, congratulations to Family Promise/IHN of Summit County on their 7th Anniversary of helping homeless families in the community.  Thanks to our many Bethany volunteers for their dedication and commitment to this mission.
FYI   There are Sundays in May available if you want to donate flowers. Call the office if you wish to sign up.
Calendar for additions to ~ or ~ changes to the

2011 monthly calendar mailed to you.

April 25TH     to     May 8TH 
SET UP FOR TREASURES SALE – ALL WEEK

4/25

4/26
9:00a
Staff Meeting

           10:00a
Newsletter Deadline

4/27
9:00a
Bible Study (CE)


7:00p
Committee Night

7:00p
Bell Choir Practice

4/28
7:30p
Chancel Choir Practice

4/29

4/30
9:00a
TREASURES & BAKE SALE   2:00p

CAMP SUNDAY   ~  May 1, 2011
· Nursery Available   9:15 to 11:30 a.m.

8:30a
Worship 

9:15a
Church School for Children & Adults
          10:30a
Worship/ Children’s Sunday School

          11:30a 
Camp Sunday - in Social Hall


11:30a 
7thDay Practice

5:00p
Youth Committee Meeting


6:00p
YF – Mission Trip Planning
05/02


05/03
9:00a
Staff Meeting

10:00a
Newsletter Deadline

7:30p
Kerygma

05/04
9:00a
Bible Study (CE)


7:00p
Bell Choir Practice


7:30p
Spiritual Council

05/05
7:30p
Chancel Choir Practice

05/06
6:00p
Buckeyes

05/07
9:00a
EOA Spring Meeting (Trinity, Canton)

Sunday ~ May 8, 2011

Mother’s Day

Family Promise Guest Week
· Nursery Available   9:15 to 11:30 a.m.
8:30a
Worship 

9:15a
Church School for Children & Adults
          10:30a
Worship/ Children’s Sunday School

          11:30a 
Social Hour: Men’s Breakfast Group

6:00p
Family Promise Meal
Names of Sunday Volunteers are published AHEAD OF THE SCHEDULED Sunday as a kindly reminder and early thank you!
	If you are unable to volunteer the day you are scheduled, please remember to…
…Find someone to take your place   

…Call the church office so we may make  

              the necessary changes on our schedules


Volunteers for May 1st   
   Altar Flower Delivery:   

   Greeters:  

   Lay Reader:  Lindsay Short
   Special Music: Story & Song/ Chancel Choir
   Nursery:  S. Ward, T. Jensen, A. Lorentz, E. Zeller,

                     D. Shroyer
   Ushers:  R.&S. Holle, H. Walker, J. Grazulis, J. Seymour,

                    C. McGraw, J. Bebout, H. Koudela
   Van Driver:  C. Jones
   Visitor Outlook:  J. Charton
    Display Cases for May

         Case A-1   Church School – Children

         Case A-2   Music Committee

Volunteers for May 8th  
   Altar Flower Delivery:   
   Greeters:  

   Lay Reader:  G. Cool
   Special Music:  S. Parker, organist / Chancel Choir
   Ushers:  L. Luginbill B. Charton, R.&M. Bowmaster,

                   K. Fratz, N. Buck, J. Nielson, M. Spring
   Van Driver:  C. Frederick
   Visitor Outlook:  N. Read
