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Advent — The “In Between” Time

Leonard Beechy wrote a wonderful Advent reflection for Christian Century. 1’d like to share it with you:

A year before my mother died, she heard her father call to her during the night. When | visited her in the nursing
center, she said his voice was so clear that she answered and tried to get up. This was the first sign that she’d spend
her last year in a twilight that blended past and present. | accepted her recollections of people—Ilong dead—with
whom she had chatted, and places—far away in time and distance—she’d visited. 1’ve often wondered if she heard
her father call again during that quiet December night when she died.

Twilight time. Celtic folk called it “the time between the times,” the enchanted moments at dusk and dawn when
the veil between this world and the next is thin, and we seem to breathe its air. | felt it when | held my daughter for
the first time. She may’ve felt it as she slept, dreaming of the watery world she’d just left.

The church reminds us that we live between the times, between what is dying and what is being born, between the
“already” of Christ’s reign and the “not yet” of Advent. The church year draws us into a drama, but the pull of its
narrative is not away from our lives but more deeply into them. 1 don’t know how else to explain the squeeze of
emotion in my throat when | hear words of comfort, like those of Jeremiah, directed to distant peoples run over by
ancient history, or when | hear the first notes of tunes evoking promises to exiles. Devastation and exile are ever-
contemporary realities that allow us entry into this holy moment.

Both Jeremiah and Jesus, separated by six centuries, stood on the streets of Jerusalem and announced its
destruction. The announcement gave them no pleasure; it brought both to tears. As Abraham Heschel said, a
prophet is one who knows what time it is. Jeremiah knew that it was evening, time for Jerusalem’s inhabitants to
let go of their illusory hopes—alliances, piety and the pipe dreams of sunnier prophets—all paper matches against
the gathering dark. After a long and terrible night, said Jeremiah, a brilliant morning would dawn and a generation
of God’s people would wake up in safety in a place renamed “justice.”

Jesus draws on prophetic imagery. His audience had ears for apocalyptic language. An occupied, dispirited people,
on the wrong side of history, they were fine with envisioning history’s end. But Jesus’ words are for his followers
in all times and places, especially in Advent: whatever devastation you experience is neither permanent nor
ultimate, for “your redemption is drawing near.”

The outlandish language of apocalypse—may be just right for conveying Jesus’ central message to folks like us.
We’re as likely as any people have ever been to be “weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the
worries of this life.” Add modernity and secularity to the mix, and we’re prime candidates for having our closed,
numb worlds shaken. As Flannery O’Connor, chronicler of grace-full shaking, put it, “To the hard of hearing you
shout, and for the almost blind, you draw large and startling figures.”

In the dullness of half-lived lives, Jesus startles us into wakefulness. “Stand up! Raise your heads! Look! Be
alert!” He calls us to larger life in a world immune to the holy and incapable of imagining possibilities outside
itself, a world where the semiconscious are shut off from the two great sources of healing in advent: the grief that
comprehends our circumstances, and the joy that calls to us like music from tomorrow.

“Jesus’ ministry,” says Walter Brueggemann, “takes place between the clinging and the yearning.” That’s where
we are in Advent, in the “time between the times” when the veil between worlds grows thin and the holy calls to us
from the world to come. It is both an evening time and a morning time, when we learn what we must relinquish
and to what we must open our hands, what is dying and what is being born.

May God grant us discernment to be “fully conscious” and receive the gift of Advent.
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Dec. 6 11:30 am | Lunch, Good Neighbors

Dec. 13 6:30 pm Ice Skating

Dec. 20 6:30 pm Christmas Party!
CONFIRMANDS

Dec. 6 11:30 am Meal, Class

Dec. 13 11:30 am Meal, Class

Dec. 19 10:00 am Bethany Kitchen

Trust God to Give

Thanks to everyone who prayerfully reflected on
that theme and helped to make Dedication Sunday a
success. So far we have received 135 cards totaling
$239,643 in support of Bethany’s ministry and mission
for Christ in 2010. Now the call to Trust God to Give
is extended to those who were not here for Dedication
Sunday worship. We invite all who have not yet
shared an Estimate of Giving to prayerfully consider
your reasons for gratitude and God’s call to give and
make your response using the card mailed to you or
one available in the pews. We ask that Bethany
members keep this important stewardship ministry in
their prayers.
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Christmas Pageant
Saturday Rehearsals

Saturday, December 12" 9:00 t0 11:30 a.m.
For EVERYONE in Sanctuary - snack provided

Saturday, December 19"  9:00 t0 12:30 p.m.
DRESS Rehearsal with music
For EVERYONE in Sanctuary — snack / lunch
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Special Offering
The Christmas Fund

The proceeds from the Christmas Fund are used
to provide gifts to clergy and lay employees in all
life stages of their ministry to and through the
UCC. This fund helps provide pension and health
premium supplementation to low-income retired
church workers and emergency assistance to
clergy families in need. Dollars given to the
Christmas Fund go directly to those who serve or
have served the church in their moments of need.
Your contribution works throughout the year, not
just during the Christmas Season. Thank you for
considering a donation to this special offering on
Sunday, December 13th,

<

' Please help celebrate the Christmas

season with a beautiful poinsettia for the
y altar. The cost is $12.00 for each plant. The deadline
1 for ordering is Monday, December 14th. The
I poinsettias will be on the altar for two Sundays. The

our Remembrance List December 27t The
poinsettias can only be delivered to those on the list.
Thank you for your help.

I would like to donate
for the sanctuary @ $12.00 each.

Total $ [] Check enclosed

plant(s)

In Memory/Honor of

Cer>




Gifts of the Heart

Enclosed with this newsletter is the Gifts of the Heart
list. The Mission Committee selected twelve of the
mission projects Bethany supports. You can use this
list to give a gift in someone’s name or as a special
Christmas donation you would like to make. You may
want to write a card and tell the person this gift was
given by you in their name. Return your list and check
at the Mission table in the Social Hall, the offering
plate or the church office. The list is also available on
the mail table in the social hall.
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If you enjoy singing Christmas carols
and want an opportunity to share
the Christmas cheer with members
of Bethany this is the invitation you
have been waiting for! The All
Church Christmas Caroling, led by the Chancel
Choir, will be on Wednesday, December 16th, We
will meet in the gathering area at 6:15 p.m. and
plan on leaving at 6:30 p.m. Hot chocolate and
cookies will await you upon our return to the
church. Anyone, young and old who loves to
sing is welcome!
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Year-end contributions
must be postmarked by December 31st
to be included on your 2009 statement.

The church office will
be CLOSED December 25,
2009

and again on

January 1, 2010

A church newsletter will NOT be
published on the Sundays of December
27, 2009 and January 3, 2010. TBL
will continue on a weekly basis with
the January 10" issue (deadline 10:00
a.m. Tuesdays). Please plan
accordingly.

Mark your Calendar!

Bethany Night at Donato’s

Wednesday ~ December 30th
5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
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“The only investment | ever made which
has paid consistently increasing
dividends is the money | have given to

the Lord.” - James L. Kraft (1874-1953)
Kraft-Phoenix Cheese Corp. chairman
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The church kitchen is in need of: One refrigerator
and one upright freezer
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The church has been beautifully decorated for
the Advent-Christmas season. Thanks to Shirley
Ende-Saxe for creating a lovely new theme and to all
who helped her prepare and put up the decorations. It
looks wonderful and we are very grateful!

Advent is the season of preparation for the coming
of Christ at Christmas. Last Sunday’s Advent
Celebration was a wonderful way to begin our
preparations.  Thanks to the Christian Education
Committee for planning the program, decorating, and
preparing the meal.  The food, activities, and
fellowship were great!

Thank you Bethany for the beautiful altar flowers
for Warren’s birthday; he very much appreciated them.
We want to apologize to Mr. and Mrs. Buck who
delivered them, that we did not get to have a visit as our
dog would not stop barking. So sorry about that!
Warren and Mary Jo Graves

Bethany,
Thank you for having Marcia Spring bring me the
lovely flowers for my birthday. They are such a joy.
Thank you, Donna Bidwell

Dear Members of Rake’n Run
Thanks to all who came to rake my leaves and to
take them to the curb. It saved me hours of work.
My thanks, Lenora Luginbill

Dear Bethany Youth,
Appreciate your annual Rake’n Run. Good job and
well done. Thank you, Polly Rutledge

We thank you for your contribution of canned food
and paper products. Our all-volunteer efforts to assis
the needy families of Cuyahoga Falls, Stow, Munroe
Falls, Hudson, and Peninsula are completely dependent
on donations such as yours.

Cuyahoga Falls Good Neighbors

Thanks for the Decorating Committee,

A huge thanks to all the volunteers who made the
Christmas decorations a reality this year! To Kathy
Dauber, Amanda Mack, Donna Gehlert for your help
and especially to Joann Boling for being at my side
during the whole process and making some of those
crucial executive decisions. Thanks also to Mark
Boling for all his dizzying ladder work and artistic
inspiration. It would not have happened without you!

Shirley Ende-Saxe

Fleast rertencher inyour prayers...

In Sympathy,

We extend our Christian sympathy to the
family of John and Cathy Dix on the death of his
father, J. Harlan Dix Monday, November 30th,

Change of Address:

Ann Gerlinger

Gardens of the Western Reserve
45 Chart Road rm 626
Cuyahoga Falls 44223

Phone Problems

We are continuing to work on our phone problems
with voice mail at Bethany. We hope that the
problem will soon be fixed. We are sorry for the
inconvenience.

Save your ACME Receiptsl

Acme Community Cash Back Program
Ends February 20, 2010
Receipts must have a date printed on them!

The YF is collecting ACME receipts. Acme Fresh
Market will issue a rebate check equal to FIVE
PERCENT (5%) of the Cash Back amount printed at the
bottom of the receipt. The Cash Back amount includes
all Acme store brand merchandise purchases: Acme
Fresh Market, Academix, Dining-In, Domestix,
Electrix, Food Club, Full Circle, Paws, TopCare,
ValuTime and World Classics products. YF truly
appreciates your support as the proceeds help fund the
youth mission trip.

Calendar for additions to ~ or ~ changes to the




2009 monthly calendar mailed to you.
December 7t to December 20th

12/07 9:00a Quilters
7:00p Bell Choir Pracice
12/08 9:00a Staff Meeting (Lounge)
7:15p Finance Meeting
12/09 6:45p Spiritual Council
7:30p Consistory
12/10 5:00p Social Hall Resrvd. — 7:30p
7:15p Chancel Choir Practice
12/11 6:00p Social Hall Resrvd. — 9:30p
12/12 9:00a Pageant Rehearsal w/music EVERYONE
in Sanctuary — snack until 11:30a

Sunday ~ December 13, 2009

T Nursery Available 9:15 to 11:30 a.m.
T Third Sunday in Advent

8:30a Worship (Healing and Reconciliation)
9:15a Church School for Children and Adults

10:30a  Worship/ Sunday School/ Installation

11:30a  Social Hour
11:30a  Election of 2010 Consistory Officers (Library)
11:30a  Confirmand/Mentor, Meal & Meeting
11:30a 7" Day Practice
5:30p  Youth Committee Meeting
6:30p  YF — Ice Skating
7:30p Contemporary Choir Rehearsal

12/14 9:00a Quilters
9:30a  Shawl Ministry (Lounge)
7:00p Bell Choir Practice
12/15 9:00a Staff Meeting (Lounge)
7:30p Kerygma
12/16 9:30a Bible Study (CE)
6:30p Christmas Caroling at Bethany

7:00p Property Committee Meeting

12/17 7:15p Chancel Choir Practice
12/18

12/19 9:00a Pageant DRESS Rehearsal EVERYONE

in Sanctuary, snack and lunch until 12:30p

10:00a Confirmands meet for Bethany Kitchen

Names of SUNday Volunteers
are published AHEAD OF THE SCHEDULED
Sunday as a kindly reminder and early thank you!

If you are unable to volunteer the day you are
scheduled, please remember to...
T Find someone to take your place @m(d] ﬁh@[m
T call the church office so we may make
the necessary changes on our schedules

(" Volunteers for December 13"
Greeters: S. Ward / T.&N. Buck
Lay Reader: Kim Fratz
Music: Contemporary Choir / Chancel Choir
Nursery: A. Thompson, A. Lorentz, S. Keenan,
=< C. Bedillion
Social Hour: 5™ & 6" Grade Class
Ushers: R.&S. Holle, F. Read, S. Truby, S. Ward,
K. Renner, J. Williams, L. Short
Van Driver: C. Frederick
Visitor Outlook: M. Crichton
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Bethany Kitchen
Saturday, December 19"  11:30 a.m.

Bethany Kitchen provides a free luncheon for those in
the community who need a meal. Help is always
needed for food preparation, serving and cleaning
up. All are welcome to join us and enjoy fellowship
and lunch. Please consider donating a turkey for our

di thi th.
11:30a Bethany Kitchen (Social Hall) «—— Clinertusmon

1:30p Chancel Choir Practice in Sanctuary

Sunday, December 20, 2009

T Nursery Available 9:15 to 11:30 a.m.
T Fourth Sunday of Advent

8:00a 7" Day Practice
8:30a  Worship (Fellowship)
9:15a  Church School for Children and Adults
10:30a  Worship/ Christmas Cantata
Children’s Sunday School
11:30a  Coffee Hour
6:30p  YF Christmas Party

~ Volunteers for December 20™
Greeters: R.&C. Pletzer / E.&N. Zeller
Lay Reader: J. Edwards
Music: 7" Day / Chancel Choir
< Nursery: T. Jensen, B. Read, H. Bowman, T. Robinson
Ushers: C. Hofmann, H. Walker, M. Seguin,
M. Seymour, S. Mancinelli, A. McVan,
T. Robinson, Karen Fratz
Van Driver: E. Frederick
\_ Visitor Outlook: MJ Trail
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Jenny Bisesi  330-929-4229
Danbury

1695 Queens Gate Circle #111
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221

Peg Burkholder

Smithville Western Care Center

4110 Smithville-Western Rd. Rm 514
Wooster, OH 44691

Al & Karen Butler 330-928-8281
319 Lehigh Ave.
Cuyahoga Falls OH 44221

Mary Coffield 330-923-1829
1930 17" Street
Cuyahoga Falls, Oh 44223

Dorothy Draper 330-867-2150
Rockynol

1150 West Market

Akron, OH 44313

Ann Gerlinger 330-929-3230
Gardens of the Western Reserve

45 Chart Rd.

Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223

Warren &

Mary Jo Graves  330-928-1037
1110 Chestnut Blvd.
Cuyahoga Falls OH 44223

Don Hafliger 330-325-0155
5853 Tallmadge Rd
Rootstown OH 44272

Currently: Long Meadow Care Center
565 Bryn Mawr, Ravenna, OH

Willis & 330-928-9363
Marion Hitchcock

2390 Roth Drive

Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221

Beverly Lipinski 330-920-1699
3064 Prior Drive
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223

Kenneth Limbach 11 330-923-2393
Altercare on Bailey

2728 Bailey Rd.

Cuyahoga Falls OH 44221

Jeannette Paddison 330-929-8500
Sunrise Assisted Living of Cuyahoga Falls
1520 State Rd.

Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223

Joan Porter 330-928-1668
1910 Jefferson Avenue
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223

Mary Ellen Powell  330-928-9334
1773 18" Street
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223-1843

Wayne & 330-630-9780
Pauline Raleigh

Essex Healthcare of Tallmadge

563 Colony Park Drive

Tallmadge, OH 44278

Jean Pekar 330-664-1112
Sumner at Ridgewood

3880 Ridgewood Rd. Apt 101
Copley, OH 44321

Kathy Ruch 330-923-9512
3422 West Prescott Circle
Cuyahoga Falls OH 44223

Pauline Rutledge = 330-923-1353
1431 Silver Lake Ave
Cuyahoga Falls OH 44223

John Sunyecz 330-928-5978
& Barbara Sunyecz

655 Orrville Ave.

Cuyahoga Falls OH 44221

Evelyn Vance
12200 Straussser St NW  #113
Canal Fulton, OH 44614

Doris Welch 330-325-9714
5038 Wilkes Rd
Atwater, OH 44201












