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One of my fondest parenting memories is tucking my children in bed and having them say, “Tell us a story!”  I loved 
their eagerness to listen, their sense of openness and wonder, and how the story-time bound us together as family.  
 

Stories are wonderful, magical, and powerful; they shape us.  They are important and precious not only in forming 
parents and children as a family but also in forming a faith family more fully into the body of Christ.  That’s why I’d 
like to share these words from the Christian Century, written by Adam Thomas: 
 

Fantastical bedtime stories fill us with fervent hopes for lives full of high adventure and romance, through which 
we learn chivalry, fidelity and courage.  Stories we tell about our families and ourselves recall and rehearse the 
triumphs, failures and oddities of life.  There’s the humorous one about being pulled over while driving a friend’s 
pickup, the painful one about the Pacific Theater in 1944 and the embarrassing one that you wish your parents had 
made up but know they didn’t. 
 

Around and within each of our little stories, the one great story weaves, the story of God’s relationship with 
creation.  This story subsumes and explains and connects our fantastic, personal and familial stories with those of 
the rest of humanity.  This story has been recorded and bound, but it has never ended.  When we tell the story, we 
participate in it and add to it.  Put another way, when we remember the story, the story remembers us.  We are 
members of the story and discover our place in it when God re-members—or reconnects—us.   
 

Moses directs the people of Israel to do this work of remembering when they enter their new home after 40 years of 
wilderness wandering.  From the first harvest of your newly settled land, he says, take the first fruits of the ground 
and offer them to the Lord.  As you faithfully give up the best of the harvest, rehearse your faith by telling the story.  
“A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and 
there he became a great nation, mighty and populous.”   Moses bids the people to locate themselves in the memory 
of Israel.  Each member will be re-membered by identifying with the story.  Even the youngest will say, “That’s me.  
I’m part of that great nation.  I cried out to the Lord when the Egyptians afflicted me.  The Lord heard my voice, 
brought me out of Egypt, and here I am in that land offering my first fruits to God in thanksgiving.”   
 

By directing the people to tell the story as they settle in the promised land, Moses hopes they’ll remember who they 
are and whose they are. Sadly, Israel does a horrible job of remembering.  By the end of the book of Judges, when a 
downward spiral has led to civil war, rape and murder, “All the people did what was right in their own eyes.”   
 

But “the lamp of God had not yet gone out”:  the story still remains in the hearts of the faithful.  Samuel learns how 
to listen to God from his teacher, Eli.  The prophets tell and retell the story of God’s relationship with creation until 
its power begins to work a change in the people.   
 

That change reaches fruition in the great story found in the gospel.  Early on, Luke connects Jesus back to an 
earlier piece of the same story—Moses addressing the people at the end of their 40-year wilderness wandering.  
During his own 40 days in the wilderness, Jesus meets the devil and resists him by remembering the great story:  
“One does not live by bread alone….Worship the Lord and serve only him.”  Jesus frustrates the devil with the 
collective memory of the people of god:  “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
 

The early church shared this collective memory during the 40 days of Lent with the culmination of a years-long 
program of formation.  Seekers discovered that they had been members of the great story all along.  When they 
learned their part in it, the community of faith re-membered them with the sacrament of baptism on Easter.  The 
story shaped them, and it will shape us if we take the time to remember it and tell it.  
 
This Lent, if someone asks you to “Tell me a story,” begin like this:  “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor…” 

 

How can we be God’s people if we don’t remember and tell God’s story?  May God help us come together to do that! 
 
 



YF 
Feb 21       6:30 pm Discussion on Depression 
Feb 28       2:00 pm Walk a Mile in My Shoes 

 

CONFIRMANDS 
Feb  21      6:30 pm Discussion on Depression 
Mar  7 11:30 am Meal and Class 
Mar 14 11:30 am Mentor Meal 
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During Lent we offer a mid-week soup and bread 
service.   If you are willing to volunteer to make soup 
for one of these Wednesday evenings please contact 
Mary Seymour..  Thank you. 
 
 
 

    
The The The The MMMMisisisission Csion Csion Csion Committee would like to suggest ommittee would like to suggest ommittee would like to suggest ommittee would like to suggest 
a 50/50 proposition for a 50/50 proposition for a 50/50 proposition for a 50/50 proposition for LentLentLentLent. Save your . Save your . Save your . Save your 
pocket change during Lent and give at least pocket change during Lent and give at least pocket change during Lent and give at least pocket change during Lent and give at least 
50% to the Church and keep the other half to 50% to the Church and keep the other half to 50% to the Church and keep the other half to 50% to the Church and keep the other half to 
do something special for yourself or with do something special for yourself or with do something special for yourself or with do something special for yourself or with 
your family. We will have a noisy offering your family. We will have a noisy offering your family. We will have a noisy offering your family. We will have a noisy offering 
collecollecollecollection on Palm Sunday. We hope to hear ction on Palm Sunday. We hope to hear ction on Palm Sunday. We hope to hear ction on Palm Sunday. We hope to hear 
a loud clamor! All money collected will go to a loud clamor! All money collected will go to a loud clamor! All money collected will go to a loud clamor! All money collected will go to 
Bethany’s missionBethany’s missionBethany’s missionBethany’s missions. s. s. s.     

StartStartStartStart saving that change! saving that change! saving that change! saving that change!    
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Lenten Midweek ~ Soup & Bread 
�
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Wednesdays         6:30 pm – Social Hall 
 

These brief, informal times of worship shared in the 
fellowship of simple meals of soup and bread, will end 
with us anticipating, longing for, and hopefully aching 
for – Easter Sunday.  Each week we’ll explore one of 
the great themes of Lent.  They include:    

2/24  Temptation  
3/03   Why the Cross?    

 

       3/10   Why Do Good People Suffer?         

        3/17   The Breadth of God’s Grace 
3/24   What is True Wealth?               

Our times of worship will invite us to be with Jesus as he 
is on the way to Jerusalem, where he will meet betrayal 
and death. As we do this, we will be in the shadow of the 
cross, that invites us to engage the ancient Lenten themes 
of sacrifice, self-examination and confession, but which 
will, in turn, make our celebration of the resurrection all 
the more deep and meaningful.����
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oin Bethany’s congregation for worship on 
Sunday, February 28th.  At the 8:30 a.m. service 

the Bell Choir will be playing and at the 10:30 a.m. 
hear our children’s choirs.  It is also Family Sunday 
at Bethany and the children will remain in worship 
during the 10:30 service. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

        Inquiry Meeting 
           February 28th  

 
If you would like to learn more about Bethany 
Church come to the Lounge (1st floor, 13th Street 
entrance) after 10:30 a.m. worship for the Inquiry 
Meeting.  Pastor Steve will be sharing about our 
congregation and the United Church of Christ of 
which we are a part.  He’ll also be glad to answer 
any questions and respond to any concerns. 
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“Walk a Mile in My Shoes” will be held on Sunday, 
February 28, 2010 at Fairlawn West UCC at 2950 
West Market Street. Registration is at 2 pm with the 
walk to follow. This event is being held in February so 
our participants can think about the homeless families 
that are on the streets in the 
winter months enduring the cold 
weather. The focus of this event is to 
bring together the families from our 
twenty-eight congregations to celebrate the success of 
our IHN mission. This is also a fundraiser for IHN and 
we are encouraging all Bethany members to ask for the 
support of their family, friends, neighbors and collect 
pledges for the walk. There is no registration fee for 
the walk. If you are not able to collect pledges, you are 
still welcome to participate and join in the fun.  
Please come out and support this important event as a 
walker, pledger or volunteer. Thank you for the 
support you have given to this mission.  
 
 

 
Harvest for Hunger 

 Food Drive  
to benefit the Akron Canton Foodbank 
How many times have we gone into the kitchen, stood 
in front of the refrigerator and said, “There’s nothing 
to eat.” Thankfully, what we really meant was, 
“There’s nothing that I WANT to eat.” But for many of 
our neighbors, an empty stomach and a bare cupboard 
is a painful fact of life. During the month of March the 
Mission Committee will be supporting the Harvest for 
Hunger Food Drive to benefit the Akron Canton 
Foodbank. Every Sunday morning in March, please 
bring as many canned and dry goods as you can to 
donate. This is a great opportunity to support our 
neighbors and our local community and also a great 
way for kids to get involved. Drop boxes for the 
canned goods will be available by each of the nametag 
boards. Together we can make sure all children go to 
bed full.  The Foodbank would like us to focus our 
donations on the ”Super Six” items but any donation 
is appreciated. Canned Beef Stew, Canned Tuna Fish, 
Peanut Butter, Boxed Cereal, Canned Vegetables, and 
Canned Soup. Financial donations can be made 
directly to the Foodbank or to Bethany with a note in 
the memo section for the food drive. Thanks for your 
support. 
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East Market UCC  ~ Clean Up Day 

 

I am currently serving on The Eastern Ohio 
Association’s Church in the World Committee. 
One focus of this committee is Urban Ministry 
and how our inner city congregations are 
reaching out to their neighborhoods. In visiting 
these churches and talking with their pastors and 
members, we have learned the need for help in 
maintaining their building and property. With 
decreased members and challenging financial 
situations, these churches are in need of help in 
order to continue their mission work in their 
neighborhoods. Last spring we had a clean up/fix 
up day at Williard and in the fall at Miller Ave. 
Now it is East Market Street’s turn.  
 

��  Please join me in helping East Market St. 
with some cleaning inside and outside of the 
church on Saturday, March 20 from 9:00 am - 
3:00 pm. Thanks for considering this request and 
please let me know if you can join us for all or 
part of this day. Contact Carolyn B. Hofmann at 
orchofmann@chmca.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

     July 25-30 
 

Once again we’ll be at beautiful Camp Trinity.   
Parents of children who’ll be finishing grades 1-6, 
please mark the date and watch for registration 
materials.  Confirmands, Youth, and Young Adults ~ 
we’re looking for young people who want to help us 
nurture children as children of God, disciples of Christ, 
and members of the church.  If that’s you, please mark 
the date and watch for application materials.   



    New Books  
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We’ve just acquired five new 
books that offer vital information and help 
regarding important family and social 
issues.  They are: 

 

  On Children and Death: How Children and Parents  
     Can Cope with Death     Elizabeth Kubler-Ross 

 

  Strong at the Broken Places: Voices of Illness, a   
     Chorus of Hope              Richard M. Cohen 
 

  Unplug Your Kids: Raising Happy, Active, Well-  
     Adjusted Children in a Digital Age 

    David Dutwin 
 
 

  Wasted: a Memoir of Anorexia and Bulimia 
                                           Marya Hornbacher 
 

  When Someone You Love Is Depressed 
          Loren Epstein Rosen 
                                            Xavier Francisco Amador    
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Interfaith Caregivers is proud to be 
hosting another faith musical by Sharon 
Dobbins Alberson.  Come and see: 
JULIANA BEBOUT, HARRY COOL, 
OZZIE HIBBARD, KATHY KEENAN, 
REBECCA MCCLELLAN, SHAWN 
O'MALLEY, BOB & MARTHA PEYAK, 
RUTH SCHREIBER, RAMSEY, HEATHER 
AND SHARON ALBERSON IN … 
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Get Organized … 
 

      Re-Using 
                 Everyday Items 

 

Desk Organizer as ~ Cupboard Divider 
Original purpose: Keeping files orderly. 
 Aha! use: Sorting cookie sheets, cutting boards, and 
jelly-roll pans in the kitchen. 
  

Contact Lens Case as ~ Travel Pill Storage 
Original purpose: Storing 20/20 vision overnight. 
 Aha! use: Transporting non-prescription pills without 
all the bottles. Pop it into your handbag and you'll have 
a headache remedy handy when the man in seat 7A 
drones on about his herniated disk. 
  

Napkin Holder as ~ Bill Organizer 
Original purpose: Keeping napkins at hand. 
 Aha! use: Organizing bills. Instead of keeping them 
in an office file (or a messy pile), try something more 
attractive. As you open mail, stash the bills in order of 
their due dates.  



Calendar for additions to ~ or ~ changes to the 
2009 monthly calendar mailed to you. 

February 22nd   to   March 7th  
 

2/22 9:00a  Quilters 
 7:00p Bell Choir Practice 
 7:30p Kerygma 
2/23 9:00a Staff Meeting (Lounge) 
           10:00a Newsletter Deadline 
 7:00p Green Team (Lounge) 

2/24 9:30a Bible Study (CE) 
6:30p Lenten Service -  Bread & Soup/  

                              Chancel Choir/ in the Social Hall 
 7:30p COMMITTEE NIGHT                               ☺ 

2/25 7:30p Chancel Choir Practice 
2/26  New Orleans Mission Trip Begins 
 5:00p (SH) Rsrvd.   9:00p 
2/27 8:00a (SH) Rsrvd. 10:00p 
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  8:30a    Worship (Traditional) 
 

  9:15a    Church School for Children and Adults 
 

10:30a    Worship/ Children remain in worship/ Baptism 
 

11:30a    Social Hour – Church Growth 
11:30a    Inquiry Meeting (Lounge) 
11:30a    7th Day Practice 
12:45p    7th Day Lunch 
  2:00p    YF to Walk a Mile in My Shoes 
 

�

MARCH 
 

3/01 9:00a Quilters 
 7:00p Bell Choir Practice 
3/02 9:00a Staff Meeting (Lounge) 
           10:00a Newsletter Deadline 
3/03 9:30a Bible Study (CE) 

6:30p Lenten Service -  Bread & Soup/  
                              Bell Choir/ in the Social Hall 
 7:30p Ministry Committee Meeting 
 7:30p Spiritual Council 
3/04  7:30p Chancel Choir Practice 
3/05 6:00p Buckeyes (Social Hall) 
3/05 9:00a CONSISTORY RETREAT Shady Hollow  ☺ 
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  8:30a    Worship (Communion) 
 

  9:15a    Church School for Children and Adults 
 

10:30a    Worship/ Children’s Sunday School 
 

11:30a    Social Hour – 7th & 8th Grade Class 
11:30a    Confirmands Class, Meal - 1st yr. only 

Names of Sunday Volunteers are published 
AHEAD OF THE SCHEDULED Sunday as a kindly 

reminder and early thank you! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Volunteers for February 28th  
   Cup Washing:  C. Eberhardt 
   Greeters:    M. Cochran, T. Robinson /  

                          K. Keenan, M. Peyak 
   Music:    Bell Choir / Children’s Choirs 
   Nursery:  T. Jensen, J.&K. Dugan, D. Shroyer 
   Ushers:  C. Hofmann, B. Charton, S. Truby, S. Ward,  
                      B. Pletzer, C. Bedillion. R. Alberson 

      Van Driver:  F. Read 
      Visitor Outlook:  K. Wurgler 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Volunteers for March 7th       

   Cup Washer:  A. Zeller 
   Greeters:  A. Cristino, Pipi Radigan / O.&R. Hibbard 
   Lay Reader: S. Myers 
   Music:   Story & Song / Chancel Choir 
   Nursery:  S. Ward, T. Jensen, H. Bedillion, C. Bedillion 

      Ushers:  R.&S. Holle, M. Jensen, M. Seguin, M. Seymur, 
                       L. Short, J. McClellan, J. Smith 

   Van Driver:  S. Gaskill,  
      Visitor Outlook:  M. Crichton 

       If you are unable to volunteer the day you are  
    scheduled, please remember to… 

 

† Find someone to take your place    
 

† call the church office so we may make   
              the necessary changes on our schedules 
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