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This Sunday, we shared the Sacrament of Baptism.  A month from now, we’ll share the Rite of 
Confirmation.  Sometime soon, we’ll welcome people into the Bethany family through Affirmation of 
Faith.  It’s important to think about the significance of what’s happening in these sacred moments. 
 
At a baptism, hopefully we consider the significant promises we make to the child, the parents, and to 
God, to share in nurturing the child in the way of Jesus.  At confirmation we likely remember the 
child’s growth in faith and celebrate their personal affirmation of faith.   
 
Receiving new members into our fellowship may foster a variety of feelings.   If they are a family with 
children, we may rejoice that they’ll be able to share in the blessings of our ministry to children.  If it’s 
a young adult, we may be reminded of how much more we need to do to minister to that age group.  If 
it’s a mature couple, with children who are already grown, we may look forward to welcoming them to 
share in a host of educational, fellowship, and service opportunities.   
 
In every case, I trust, we rejoice to welcome children of God into a family of faith, a group of people of 
every age, educational and economic background, and political persuasion, who are united because 
they have been called together to follow and serve one Lord and Savior – Jesus Christ. 
 
I recently came across an exciting little book called Biblical Perspectives on Evangelism, by Old 
Testament scholar Walter Brueggemann, which offers another challenging perspective.  Brueggeman 
says that something very profound happens when you become a Christian – you switch stories.  If  
you’re a Christian, the story that tells you who you are isn’t the story of your parents, ancestors, 
gender, ethnic group or social class.  No!  The story of the Bible tells you who you are. This story of 
calling, promise, salvation, and blessing is your family history.  This story defines who you are and 
what is really going on in the world.  This story tells you that you have been lovingly created for 
service to the true and living God; you belong to the God of Jesus Christ.  
 
Of course, this story is very different from the stories that define many other people’s lives. There, the 
story is of success, the story of power, the story of popularity, the story of wealth, all of which claim to 
be the key to finding a happy, fulfilling life.  
 
Brueggemann says that the church needs to “invite people to re-imagine their lives.  We need to invite 
them to 'switch stories' and therefore to change lives."   Week after week in worship, Jesus, through 
teaching and action, confronts us with a very different story, the story of the cross.   He invites us to  
re-vision the story that we thought we were living, in terms of his story.  He invites us, as he did his 
first disciples, to embrace a story of many trials and sufferings, as steps on the way of the cross, a way 
that alone, holds the promise of resurrection joy.  
 
With Gratitude for the sacred story we share, 
 
 



YF 
Mar   7   2:15 pm Attend “The Chaplain” 
Mar 13   1:00 pm Bowling with New Trinity 
Mar 21 11:30 am Confirmand Welcoming 
Mar 28   9:15 am Conf. Reunion Breakfast 
Apr   4    8:00 am Easter Brunch 
Apr 9/10   5:00 pm Retreat at Dix Farm 

 
 
CONFIRMANDS 
Mar   7 11:30 am Meal and Class 
Mar 14 11:30 am Mentor Meal 
Mar 21       10:30 am 

11:30 am 
2nd Year Presentation 
2nd Year Elder Interview  
 Welcome to YF & Meal 

Mar 28   9:15 am 
10:30 am 

Confirmation Breakfast 
Rite of Confirmation  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Harvest for Hunger 
 Food Drive  

to benefit the Akron Canton Foodbank 
How many times have we gone into the kitchen, stood 
in front of the refrigerator and said, “There’s nothing to 
eat.” Thankfully, what we really meant was, “There’s 
nothing that I WANT to eat.” But for many of our 
neighbors, an empty stomach and a bare cupboard is a 
painful fact of life. During the month of March the 
Mission Committee will be supporting the Harvest for 
Hunger Food Drive to benefit the Akron Canton 
Foodbank. Every Sunday morning in March, please 
bring as many canned and dry goods as you can to 
donate. This is a great opportunity to support our 
neighbors and our local community and also a great 
way for kids to get involved. Drop boxes for the 
canned goods will be available by each of the nametag 
boards. Together we can make sure all children go to 
bed full.  The Foodbank would like us to focus our 
donations on the ”Super Six” items but any donation is 
appreciated. Canned Beef Stew, Canned Tuna Fish, 
Peanut Butter, Boxed Cereal, Canned Vegetables, and 

Canned Soup. Financial donations can 
be made directly to the Foodbank or to 
Bethany with a note in the memo 
section for the food drive.  
       Thanks for your support. 
 

 

 

 

Volunteer Opportunity! 
During Lent we offer a mid-week soup and bread 
service.   If you are willing to volunteer to make soup 
for one of the remaining Wednesday evenings please 
contact Mary Seymour.  Thank you. 
 
 
 

    
The Mission Committee would like to suggest The Mission Committee would like to suggest The Mission Committee would like to suggest The Mission Committee would like to suggest 
a 50/50 proposition for Lent. Save your a 50/50 proposition for Lent. Save your a 50/50 proposition for Lent. Save your a 50/50 proposition for Lent. Save your 
pockepockepockepocket change during Lent and give at least t change during Lent and give at least t change during Lent and give at least t change during Lent and give at least 
50% to the Church and keep the other half to 50% to the Church and keep the other half to 50% to the Church and keep the other half to 50% to the Church and keep the other half to 
do something special for yourself or with do something special for yourself or with do something special for yourself or with do something special for yourself or with 
your family. We will have a noisy offering your family. We will have a noisy offering your family. We will have a noisy offering your family. We will have a noisy offering 
collection on Palm Sunday. We hope to hear collection on Palm Sunday. We hope to hear collection on Palm Sunday. We hope to hear collection on Palm Sunday. We hope to hear 
a loud clamor! All money collected will go ta loud clamor! All money collected will go ta loud clamor! All money collected will go ta loud clamor! All money collected will go to o o o 
Bethany’s missions. Bethany’s missions. Bethany’s missions. Bethany’s missions.     

Start saving that change!Start saving that change!Start saving that change!Start saving that change! 
 

 
 
 

 

Lenten Midweek ~ Soup & Bread    
 
 
 

 

Wednesdays         6:30 pm – Social Hall 
 

These brief, informal times of worship shared in the 
fellowship of simple meals of soup and bread, will end 
with us anticipating, longing for, and hopefully aching 
for – Easter Sunday.  Each week we’ll explore one of 
the great themes of Lent.  They include:    

3/03  Why the Cross?    
 

       3/10   Why Do Good People Suffer?         

        3/17   The Breadth of God’s Grace 
3/24   What is True Wealth?               

Our times of worship will invite us to be with Jesus as he 
is on the way to Jerusalem, where he will meet betrayal 
and death. As we do this, we will be in the shadow of the 
cross, that invites us to engage the ancient Lenten themes 
of sacrifice, self-examination and confession, but which 
will, in turn, make our celebration of the resurrection all 
the more deep and meaningful.    
 



Bethany Buckeyes 
 

It is NOTNOTNOTNOT canceled 
 

The Bethany Buckeyes is an informal group of men 
and women who are at least 50 years old. We meet the 
first Friday of every month and celebrate with food, 
games and laughter.  Our next meeting will be March 

5
th

 at 6 o'clock. Remember to call in your reservations 
to the church office, 330-923-5277. 
 

 

Consistory Retreat 
Shady Hollow 

Saturday, March 6th 

9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
 
 
 

The first Sunday of each month, 
(March 7th) Bethany’s volunteer nurses, 
Linda Goodwin and Holly Keenan, offer 
blood pressure tests during social hour.  If 
you are interested in having your BP 
checked look for them in the library. 
 
 

Prayer Shawl MinistryPrayer Shawl MinistryPrayer Shawl MinistryPrayer Shawl Ministry    
Prayer shawls are a means to extend our love and 

prayers to persons who may be homebound, ill or 

perhaps a way to share a special joy such as a birth or 

birthday milestone.  Bethany’s Prayer Shawl group 

meets the second Monday of each month (March March March March 

8888thththth).  If you are interested in this ministry please join 

them at 9:30 a.m. in the lounge.   
 
 
 

Employment Opportunity 
TREASURER NEEDED: The Church in Silver Lake is looking for a 
part-time treasurer with experience and expertise in using financial 
software(i.e. Quickbooks), Excel, and Access.  Responsible for 
accounts receivable, accounts payable, payroll for church and 
preschool. This person will also manage data relating to church 
pledges and other donations, generate giving statements, prepare 
a monthly financial statement to be presented to the Trustees and 
Governing Board. Interested?  (330) 928-2991. 

 
 
 
 
 
          

New Trinity Missionary Baptist 
Church is hosting a Bowling Party and you are 
invited! Please join our Bethany youth and New 
Trinity friends on March 13

TH  from 1-4 p.m. 
at Magic City Bowling Lanes in Barberton.   
� The cost is $10 per person.   
� The fun and fellowship:  free! 
� Carpooling is available, call Janice Smith at 

330-338-3184 

 
 

 
East Market UCC   

Clean Up Day 
 

I am currently serving on The Eastern Ohio 
Association’s Church in the World Committee. 
One focus of this committee is Urban Ministry 
and how our inner city congregations are 
reaching out to their neighborhoods. In visiting 
these churches and talking with their pastors and 
members, we have learned the need for help in 
maintaining their building and property. With 
decreased members and challenging financial 
situations, these churches are in need of help in 
order to continue their mission work in their 
neighborhoods. Last spring we had a clean up/fix 
up day at Williard and in the fall at Miller Ave. 
Now it is East Market Street’s turn.  
 
 

��  PPPPlease join melease join melease join melease join me in helping East Market St.  in helping East Market St.  in helping East Market St.  in helping East Market St. 
with some cleaning inside and outside of with some cleaning inside and outside of with some cleaning inside and outside of with some cleaning inside and outside of the the the the 
church on Saturday, March 20church on Saturday, March 20church on Saturday, March 20church on Saturday, March 20thththth from 9:00 am  from 9:00 am  from 9:00 am  from 9:00 am 
to 3:00 pm.to 3:00 pm.to 3:00 pm.to 3:00 pm. 
 
Thank you for considering this request and please 
let me know if you can join us for all or part of 
this day. Contact Carolyn B. Hofmann at 
chofmann@chmca.org.  
 
 



 
 
 

The Treasures Sale is coming soon! 

Mark your calendar for ~ April 24th 

Keep Bethany in mind before you throw 

anything away.  Kim takes everything, or 

almost…NO clothes!  Those special “whatnots” 

please keep at home until the week of the sale.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Camp Bethany / New Trinity is set for 

July 25
th

 – 30
th

. 

 
 
 

Information is available for camps through the 
summer sponsored by the Ohio Conference of 
the United Church of Christ held at Pilgrim 
Hills and Templed Hills at http://ocucc.org.  
Click on the Outdoor Ministry link.  You can 
register online.  Lowest rates are available for 
those registering by March 31st.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Altar flowers Altar flowers Altar flowers Altar flowers     
     in February given by…     in February given by…     in February given by…     in February given by…    

     
02/07   Fred and Mary Lane Clark in honor of their 
               families  
 

02/14   Ann Gerlinger; Sharon Ward in memory of  
               father, Arthur Vance 
 

02/21   Caiola and Withrow families in memory of  
               husband, father and grandfather, George 
               Caiola 
 

 
 
 
 
     Thanks to Parish Nurses Linda Goodwin and Holly 
Keenan for planning a time for the confirmands, their 
parents and mentors, as well as youth and their parents to 
view and discuss the film Thick and Thin, last Sunday night.  
It offered helpful information about the serious problem of 
teen depression as well as an opportunity to discuss our 
thoughts and feelings about it.   
 
     We want to thank everyone in the Upper Room Class for 
the delicious Valentine cookies.  They sweetened our day.  
Thanks Rev. Gehlert for delivering them and thinking of us.   
                                             Warren and Mary Jo Trail 

 
ESPERANZA THANKS 

Dear Bethany Family, 
    The volunteers for the 2010 Esperanza Mission Trip wish 
to express our heartfelt thanks to all the members of 
Bethany that supported our trip this year either financially 
and/or with good wishes. Once again we returned home 
with more awareness of how this trip is life changing to the 
families we build houses with, and to all the volunteers that 
participate. We also hope that through our sharing we will 
assure all of you that keeping this mission alive at Bethany 
is very worthwhile.   

With gratitude and hope, The Esperanza Volunteers 

 

 
 
 
 
† Sally Mellott, home 
† Katherine McMillen, hospital 
 
 
 

Did you know…      
 

����    14 billion coffee cups are disposed of every year!  
That is enough cups to go around the world 55 
times.  Think about it.  Use a MUG or recyclable 
cup! 

 
����    Every ton of recycled paper saves 3 cubic yards of 

landfill space and 2 barrels of oil. Bethany’s 
recycled paper has had the following 
environmental impact for January 2010 … 

32.47    trees 
  5.73    cubic yards of landfill 

             13,370    gallons of water 
7,831    kilowatts of electricity  
              enough to heat 1 home 
               for 6 months 



Calendar for additions to ~ or ~ changes to the 
2010 monthly calendar mailed to you. 

March 1st   to   March 14th  
 

3/01 9:00a Quilters 
 7:00p Bell Choir Practice 
3/02 9:00a Staff Meeting (Lounge) 
           10:00a Newsletter Deadline  
 7:30p Kerygma 
3/03 9:30a Bible Study (CE) 

6:30p Lenten Service -  Bread & Soup/  

                              Bell Choir/ in the Social Hall 
 7:30p Ministry Committee Meeting 
 7:30p Spiritual Council 
3/04  7:30p Chancel Choir Practice 
3/05 6:00p Buckeyes (not canceled) 
3/06 9:00a CONSISTORY RETREAT Shady Hollow  ☺ 
    

    

Sunday ~ March 7, 2010Sunday ~ March 7, 2010Sunday ~ March 7, 2010Sunday ~ March 7, 2010 
† Nursery Available  9:15 to 11:30 a.m. 
† Third Sunday in Lent 
   

  8:30a    Worship (Communion) 
 

  9:15a    Church School for Children and Adults 
 

10:30a    Worship/ Children’s Sunday School 
 

11:30a    Social Hour – 7th & 8th Grade Class 
11:30a    Bethany Nurse BP Check 
11:30a    Confirmands Class, Meal - 1st yr. only 
  2:15p    YF to see the Chaplain 
 
    

    

03/08 9:00a Quilters 
 9:30a Prayer Shawl Ministry (Lounge) 
 7:00p Bell Choir Practice 
03/09 9:00a Staff Meeting (Lounge) 
           10:00a Newsletter Deadline 
 7:15p Finance Committee Meeting 
03/10 9:30a Bible Study (CE) 

6:30p Lenten Service -  Bread & Soup/  

                              7
th

 Day in the Social Hall 
 7:30p Consistory 
03/11 7:30p Chancel Choir Practice 
03/12 

03/13 1:00p New Trinity Bowling (YF)  ☺ 
 

    

Daylight Saving Time BeginsDaylight Saving Time BeginsDaylight Saving Time BeginsDaylight Saving Time Begins    
Sunday ~ March 14, 2010Sunday ~ March 14, 2010Sunday ~ March 14, 2010Sunday ~ March 14, 2010 
† Nursery Available  9:15 to 11:30 a.m. 
† Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

  8:30a    Worship (Healing and Reconciliation) 
 

  9:15a    Church School for Children and Adults 
 

10:30a    Worship/ Children’s Sunday School 
 

11:30a    Social Hour – Chancel Choir 
11:30a    Confirmand/ Mentor meal, meeting - 1st yr. only 
11:30a    Confirmand/ 2nd yr. only “Ready to Affirm” 

Names of Sunday Volunteers are published 
AHEAD OF THE SCHEDULED Sunday as a kindly 
reminder and early thank you! 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
   Volunteers for March 7

th
       

   Cup Washer:  A. Zeller 
   Greeters:  A. Cristino, Pipi Radigan / O.&R. Hibbard 
   Lay Reader: S. Myers 
   Music:   Story & Song / Chancel Choir 
   Nursery:  S. Ward, T. Jensen, H. Bedillion, C. Bedillion 

      Ushers:  R.&S. Holle, M. Jensen, M. Seguin, M. Seymour, 
                       L. Short, J. McClellan, J. Smith 

   Van Driver:  S. Gaskill,  
      Visitor Outlook:  M. Crichton 
 
 

 
 

 

I believe that I shall see the  
     goodness of the Lord  
   in the land of the living. 
 

Wait for the Lord; 
   be strong, and let your heart  
     take courage; 
   wait for the Lord!       Psalm 27:13-14 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers for March 14
th

  
   Cup Washing:  C. Eberhardt 
   Greeters: M.J. Trail, M. Crichton / H. Davis, N. Zucco    
   Music:  7th Day / Chancel Choir    
   Nursery:  M. Peyak, S.&M. Ferda, H. Alberson 
   Ushers:  J.&S. Mancinelli, F. Read, J. Grazulis,  
               J. Seymour, H. Koudela, K. Koudela, K. Renner 

      Van Driver:  C. Jones 
      Visitor Outlook:  M.J. Trail 

       If you are unable to volunteer the day you are  
    scheduled, please remember to… 

 

† Find someone to take your place    
 

† call the church office so we may make   
              the necessary changes on our schedules 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

"Jesus was led by the Spirit 

through the wilderness and 

was tempted there." 
 

 
 


