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PAUSING ON THE ROAD TO JERUSALEM

The season of Lent is almost upon us. Lent is not exactly “biblical” but the day it awaits — Easter — and the
events it recalls are central to the story of Jesus in the Gospels. Over the centuries, Christians have found it
helpful to prepare for Easter with a season that offers a way to ready our hearts and minds to celebrate our
Savior’s resurrection. That’s why the church developed this season of “making ready,” calling us to examine
our lives in light of Christ’s love, self-giving, and sacrifice, and to recommit ourselves to do his will and follow
in his way, “pausing on the road to Jerusalem,” the road he has chosen, which he knows leads to the cross. Lent
is usually seen as a time of penitence, of “giving things up for Lent,” for rigorous self-examination, for honest
confession. In recent years, though, many Christians have focused their Lenten preparation more on study and
prayer.

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday (February 17 this year) and ends with the joyous celebration of Easter (April 4
this year). Bethany will again offer a variety of worship opportunities during this holy season:

Ash Wednesday / Communion /Chancel Choir
February 17, 7:30 pm — Sanctuary (childcare available)

Midweek Soup & Bread: ‘“Pausing on the Road to Jerusalem”
February 24, March 3, March 10, March 17, March 24, 6:30 pm - Social Hall
These brief, informal times of worship, shared in the fellowship of simple meals of soup and bread,
will end with us anticipating, longing for, and hopefully aching for - Easter Sunday.
Each week we’ll explore one of the great themes of Lent. They include:
Temptation
Why the Cross? -r)
Why do Good People Suffer? <
The Breadth of God’s Grace
What is True Wealth? -

Our times of worship will invite us to be with Jesus as he is on the way to Jerusalem, where he will meet
betrayal and death. As we do this, we will be in the shadow of the cross, that invites us to engage the ancient
Lenten themes of sacrifice, self-examination, and confession, but which will, in turn, make our celebration of
the resurrection all the more deep and meaningful.

Maundy Thursday Communion
April 1, 7:30 pm - Sanctuary

Easter Sunday
April 4
6:30 am, Great Vigil — Sanctuary
8:30 am, Communion — Sanctuary
10:30 am, Traditional Celebration — Sanctuary

I hope you’ll plan now to share in these opportunities to journey with Jesus toward his cross and resurrection.




YF

Feb 14 | 11:30 am | Valentine Cookie Delivery
Feb 21 6:30 pm | Discussion on Depression
Feb 28 2:00 pm | Walk a Mile in My Shoes

CONFIRMANDS
Feb 14 | 11:30 am
Feb 21 6:30 pm

Mentor Meeting
Discussion on Depression

Ash Wednesday

“You are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
—Genesis 3:19b

How scary these words are. We live in a culture that has
tried desperately to avoid confronting death. We
idolize youth, beauty and health and are terrified of
growing old. We refuse to speak of death and remove
the experience of death as far from us as we can. We
have forgotten the Christian truth that death is an
essential part of life.

Ash Wednesday is a day that we need to honor.
Christ’s own example shows us that our life and death
are connected to something greater. Death is not the
end but only the transformation to a new way of
relating to God—a relation that is not limited by our
bodily existence.

The crossed ashes we receive on our foreheads are a
stark reminder both of our death and its connection to
the life-giving cross of Christ. Now is the time to take
stock of our lives and ask the most challenging
question of all. How would my life change if | were to
die today?

“The cross, with which the ashes are traced upon us,

is sign of Christ’s victory over death.”
—Thomas Merton

Ash Wednesday 2

Remember that you are dust, >

and to dust you shall return. !

Communion Service
February 17
7:30 pm, Sanctuary

Volunteer Opportunity!

During Lent (see Lenten Worship above)
we will offer a mid-week soup and bread
service. If you are willing to volunteer and
make soup for one of these Wednesday
evenings please contact Mary Seymour by
calling the church office.

Men’s Volunteer Breakfast

It is a great time for men of the church

to get together to share faith, food, and

fellowship together; as well as a few
chores with which the custodians could use some
help. The men gather the 3 Wednesday of the
month at 8:00 a.m. (Next breakfast February
17t) You can help make this time possible by
providing breakfast for 8-10 men once during the
year. Call the church!

Remember to bﬁmgﬁmy@m Aot e

Acme Community Cash Back Program

ENDS - February 20, 2010




attention-,

CONFIRMANDS & SPONSORS,
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP & THEIR PARENTS
& PARENTS OF CHILDREN OF ALL AGES

Sunday, February 215t at 6:30 p.m. Bethany
Nurses, Linda Goodwin and Holly Keenan, will
present Thick and Thin — Understanding
Teen Depression. We will view a short film and
then break off into adult and youth discussion
groups. Please do not miss this important
opportunity — “the understanding of mental
health issues is vital to a youth’s academic and
social issues.” (CDC 2004)

GREEN TEAM MEETING
February 23RD
700PM In the Lounge

The Stillspeaking Daily Devotional
A short daily reflection on scripture, e-mailed
every morning to subscribers. Lectionary-
based. Join over 9,000 others receiving these
FREE devotionals. Each day of the week
brings you a different writer. A greatidea for
Lent! www.ucc.org/writers-group

You've Got Mail

Please check the “mail table” each Sunday before or
after worship. Pick up your weekly newsletter!
Also, the bulletin will always indicate what groups

or individuals have mail waiting for
them. Any items not picked up will be
mailed the next day. PLEASE HELP
BETHANY SAVE ON POASTAGE!

“Walk a Mile in My Shoes "

“Walk a Mile in My Shoes” will be held on Sunday,
February 28, 2010 at Fairlawn West UCC at 2950
West Market Street. Registration is at 2 pm with the
walk to follow. This event is being held in February so
our participants can think about the
homeless  families that are on the
streets in the winter IHN months  enduring
the cold weather. The focus of this
event is to bring together the families from our twenty-
eight congregations to celebrate the success of our IHN
mission. This is also a fundraiser for IHN and we are
encouraging all Bethany members to ask for the
support of their family, friends, neighbors and collect
pledges for the walk. There is no registration fee for
the walk. If you are not able to collect pledges, you are
still welcome to participate and join in the fun.
Please come out and support this important event as a
walker, pledger or volunteer. Thank you for the
support you have given to this mission.

Did you know?

Recycled paper supplies more than 37% of the raw
materials used to make new paper products in the U.S.
Without recycling, this material would come from
trees. Every ton of newsprint or mixed paper recycled
is the equivalent of 12 trees. Every ton of office paper
recycled is the equivalent of 24 trees. Thank you for
your recycling efforts!

Bethany’ recycled paper for 12/1 to 12/31/09
of Total Tonnage 1 has saved:

29.90 trees
5.28 cubic yards of landfill
12,313 gallons of water
7,211 kilowatts of electricity,
enough to heat 1 home for 6 months



ATTENTION

CONSISTORY MEMBERS
Mark your calendar now!
Consistory Retreat at Shady Hollow is
Saturday, March 6™ 9:00 am to 2:30 pm.

Evperanga

« Chris Eberhart 330-688-5171
« Matt Tasker 330-928-4446

e Anna Zeller 330-929-0852
are willing to do some work to help
with expenses.

Got a job? Give one of them a call.

The trip starts February 13t,

Need a ride to Worship?

There is one waiting for YOU! Just call the office
at 330-923-5277 and we will arrange for you to be
picked up. Worried that something might
happen to keep you form attending? Don’t
worry! You will be given the name and phone
number of this week’s driver so, if need be, you
can cancel at the last minute. We do hope you
will call and join us on Sundays

T Beth Oyler, Summa Western Reserve Hospital
t Joan Porter, home

Thank you
IHN Host Week

Thanks to all of our volunteers for helping with our
IHN Host week. We appreciated the time our
volunteers gave to our families by providing leadership
each evening, fixing a meal, driving the van, doing the
laundry, and staying over night. We had four families,
made up of moms, dads, and five children. The
families appreciated the caring attitude and
compassion shown to them by our Bethany Volunteers.
We are thankful for the support Bethany members give
to this important mission in our community.

Bob and Carolyn

Dear Bethany Friends,

Thank you for your prayers and concern and to Rev.
Mark Steiner for his visit to the hospital; to Marcia
Spring for her visit and bringing me altar flowers; and
for the vision aid equipment.

Much appreciation, Olive Devine

Bethany Family,

Thanks to Rev. Gehlert for his phone call and visits
to the hospital at Christmas; for the poinsettia
delivered to us; and to Rev. Steiner for his lovely visit.
We both appreciate the kindness and prayers we
receive from Bethany. God bless all at Bethany.

Jenny and Tony Bisesi

o
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... Allison and Mark Welfley, of Cleveland
Heights, Ohio, welcome their baby
daughter, Katherine Ann, born January
17, 2010. Proud grandparents are Don
and Judy Welfley.

... to Matt and Jennifer Mansfield on the
birth of daughter, Jordan Leann, January
21st. Proud grandparents are John and
Pat Mansfield.



Calendar for additions to ~ or ~ changes to the
2009 monthly calendar mailed to you.
February 8t to February 21st

2/08  9:00a
9:30a
7:00p

2/09  9:00a
10:30a
7:15p

2/10  9:30a
7:30p

2/11  7:30p

2/12  4:30p

2/13

Quilters

Prayer Shawl Ministry (L)

Bell Choir Practice

Staff Meeting

Newsletter Deadline

Finance Committee Meeting

Bible Study (CE)

Consistory

Chancel Choir Practice

Spaghetti Benefit for homeless teens (SH)
until 8:30p (bring some jeans)

Esperanza Mission Trip Begins

&r ()

T Nursery Available 9:15to 11:30 a.m.
t  Transfiguration Sunday

8:30a Worship (Healing and Reconciliation)
9:15a  Church School for Children and Adults
10:30a Worship/ Children’s Sunday School
11:30a  Social Hour — Grades 3 & 4
11:30a  Confirmand/ Mentor Mtg./ Meal
11:30a  YF Valentine Cookie decorate/ delivery
2/15 OFFICE CLOSED
7:00p Bell Choir Practice
2/16 NO Staff Meeting
10:30a  Newsletter Deadline
2/17 ASH WEDNESDAY
8:00a Men’s Breakfast
7:30p Worship Service/ Communion/
Chancel Choir (childcare available)
2/18  7:30p Chancel Choir Practice
2/19  7:00a (SH) Rsrvd. 5:00p
2/20 11:30a Bethany Kitchen

Names of Sunday Volunteers are

published AHEAD OF THE SCHEDULED Sunday
as a kindly reminder and early thank you!

.l.
.l.

If you are unable to volunteer the day you are
scheduled, please remember to...
Find someone to take your place noe @[md ﬁh@[m
call the church office so we may make
the necessary changes on our schedules

( Volunteers for February 14"

& ( ) 1)

T Nursery Available 9:15to 11:30 a.m.
T First Sunday in Lent

8:30a
9:15a
10:30a

11:30a
6:30p

Worship (Fellowship)

Church School for Children and Adults
Worship/ Children’s Sunday School

Coffee Hour

“Thick and Thin” for YF, Confirmands & Sponsors,

Parents of children of all ages

Cup Washing: C. Eberhardt
Greeters: S. Jensen, E. Sammons and
B. Tromp, J. McClelland

Lay Reader: L. Rorrer
Music: S. Parker / Chancel Choir
Nursery: P. Cochran, B. Read, H. Bowman, T. Robinson
Ushers: J.&S. Mancinelli, M. Jensen, M. Seguin,

M. Seymour, N. Buck, L. Sheppard, E. Sammons
Van Driver: L. Goodwin
Visitor Outlook: N. Read

H
WEDNESDAY

Volunteers for Ash Wednesday, February 17"

Ushers: L. Luginbill, F. Read, J. Grazulis,
J. Seymour, H. Koudela, K. Koudela,
H. Bowman, M. Spring

- Volunteers for February 21"

Cup Washing: A. Zeller

Greeters: M.&J. Boling / C. Eiber, K. Renner

Lay Reader: J. Welfley

Music: 7" Day/ Chancel Choir

Nursery: A. Thompson, E.&N. Zeller, K. Renner

Ushers: T. Hermann, H. Walker, R.&M. Bowmaster,
C.&D. Schreiber, A. McVan, D. Shroyer

Van Driver: B. Read

Visitor Outlook: R. Schreiber



