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Real SpiritualityReal SpiritualityReal SpiritualityReal Spirituality 
 

An important reason for doing our own church camp is to nurture “real spirituality.”  Maybe that’s surprising.  We 

hear the word “spirituality” and we tend to think of things like meditation, piety, holiness, and special disciplines 

designed to help open our souls to God.  When we think of camp we tend to think of other things – crafts, recreation, 

and nature.  If we’re thinking of a church camp we’d also think of morning and evening worship, Bible Lessons, and 

songs of faith, activities that might strengthen faith and nurture discipleship, but which don’t seem all that “spiritual.” 
 

Maybe that’s not true.  Maybe we’ve misunderstood what real spirituality is all about.  Maybe there’s nothing more 

“spiritual” than what we’ve identified as the purpose of camp – Making Disciples (followers, students, and servants of 

Jesus).  Maybe there’s no better way for us to do that for a week than to try be what we’ve said camp ought to be – An 

Outpost of the Kingdom of God (a place where God’s love rules in our hearts and minds, lives and relationships). 
 

Becoming “spiritual” clearly begins with our relationship with God, in our awareness of God’s love, our gratitude for 

it, a gratitude that sparks our own love in return, and a desire to share it with God and others.  What we do at church – 

be it at camp, or in worship, Sunday school, or Youth Fellowship, or on retreats or mission trips – is to try to open 

ourselves to that relationship and nurture it.  Real “spirituality” is “living it.” 
 

“Living it” always involves not only God but others.  What’s so important and precious about camps and mission trips 

is that we have to “live it” not just for an hour or two but 24/7, day after day.  We can’t hide who we really are; our 

true “spirit” shows, whether we’re living for ourselves or for God and others. 
 

So, at camp, we have a chance to learn that “real spirituality” is not putting people down or being sarcastic.  It’s not 

pushing to the front of the line at mealtime.  It’s helping someone who’s having trouble getting the knack of their craft 

project.  It’s not sneaking back for a third snack, when you’re only supposed to have two.  It’s doing your best when 

you’re a worship leader.  It’s paying attention in Bible study.  It’s welcoming the new kid.  It’s not excluding anyone.  

It’s never feeling that you’re better than anyone (especially not “spiritually”). 
 

It’s easy to talk about such things; it’s much harder to do them, to live them. 
 

Yet, it’s so important that we do.  Lots and lots of people get to be adults and go to church, perhaps participate in 

Sunday school or Bible studies, perhaps even engage in all kinds of “spiritual” things, yet are very “un-spiritual” in 

the way they see and treat others.   
 

We need to remember that “real spirituality” has to do with how much of a tip you leave at a restaurant, whether you 

clean up after yourself in the kitchen or leave a mess, whether you are more prone to put-downs, sarcasm, and gossip, 

or words of affirmation and encouragement, whether you are honest or not regarding your income tax or the age of 

your child when buying a ticket to a movie, how you treat clerks in a store, whether you look for ways to be helpful or 

wait to be asked, whether you’re more likely to forgive or  hold a grudge, whether or not you’re true to your word, 

whether or not you respond when you’re asked to let someone know if you’ll be there or not, whether you look at the 

money in your purse or wallet as “mine” or “God’s gift,” and, yes, even whether you flush the toilet or not. 
 

“Real spirituality” is about wanting God’s love, truth, and justice to rule our lives.  It’s about sharing God’s love, 

every way we can, everywhere.   
 

It’s my prayer that God will help us be about that not only again this summer at camp, but everywhere, in our lives 

together at Bethany, and in our lives apart, as friends, families, and individuals. 
 

With Trust in the Spirit,



    

Have a Favorite Hymn? 
What a great treasure we, as Christians have, in the 

hymns of the church.  Through them we give thanks and 

praise to God.   Through them God comforts, 
challenges, and inspires us.  We’re going to celebrate 

that treasure in a special way with “Hymn Parade 

Sunday,” when we’ll be singing the “Top Ten” favorite 

hymns of our Bethany family.  How will we know what 
those hymns are?       YOU are going to tell us!   
 

All through the summer, every Sunday, 
you’ll have a chance to share your favorite hymn on 

your attendance card.  One vote per week, use them as 

you choose:  name the same hymn every week, or a 

different one each week; it’s up to you.  But one vote, 
per person, per week.   Then, on September 5

th
 we’ll 

have a “Hymn Parade” count down in worship to 

celebrate what a gift it is to sing these songs together.   
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“Hero Headquarters” 
Starts July 12th     9:00 a.m. 

(age 4 – completed grade 5) 
$5/child, max $10/family 

 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry   July 12th     
Prayer shawls are a means to extend our love and 

prayers to persons who may be homebound, ill or 

perhaps a way to share a special joy such as a birth or 

birthday milestone.  Bethany’s Prayer Shawl group 

meets the second Monday of each month.  If you are 

interested in this ministry please join them at 9:30 a.m. 

in the lounge.   

Sign Up for Camp 
Camp Bethany/New Trinity 

 

If you have a child of camp age (finishing 1st – 6th 
grade) and would like to register him or her for 
camp here’s what you need to know: 

 

Camp Bethany – New Trinity  

   Date:   July 25 – 30 
   Place:   Camp Trinity, Navarre, OH  

    

$200 if registered by July 15 
 

   Note: registration includes full fee payment.  
         

Forms:     available in social hall & workroom 
To Help:   sign up to do a meal or donate food 

Scholarships are available                   
to any camp! 

 

 
 

 
 

Bethany United Church of Christ 

Iva and Ed Hazle Iva and Ed Hazle Iva and Ed Hazle Iva and Ed Hazle     
          Scholarship          Scholarship          Scholarship          Scholarship    
                  A scholarship opportunity is 
       available to Bethany Youth 

Who: 
• Graduating High School Seniors or GED Certified 

• A Bethany member for a minimum of two years 

• Entering an accredited education program/trade 

      school in the Fall of 2010 
 

How: 
• Applications are available in the church workroom 

• Completed applications are due by July 15th
 in   

      the church office 

• All completed applications will be reviewed 

• The applicant will be selected on need, 

involvement  

      in church related activities, career goals and extra 

      curricular activities/work history 
 

Questions, contact Bill Leas 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

Saturday, July 17th
 a free luncheonfree luncheonfree luncheonfree luncheon 

at 11:30 a.m. for those in the community who 
need a meal.  Help is always needed for food 
preparation, serving and cleaning up.  All are 
welcome to join us and enjoy fellowship and 
lunch.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camp Planning 
We have much to do at our next meeting:  
   Sunday, July 18th       10:30 – 12:30 
We will meet in the lounge immediately after 

             9:30 worship! 
 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Volunteer…      
It is a great time for men of the church to get 

together to share faith, food, and fellowship 

together; as well as a few chores with which the 

custodians could use some help.  The men gather 

the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 8:00 a.m. 

(Next breakfast July 21st.) You can help make this 

time possible by providing breakfast for 8-10 men 

once during the year; contact the church office. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Olive Devine 

 

will celebrate her  
special day  

 

July 23rd! 
 

1400 Cuyahoga Street                                      
Akron 44313 

 
 

“The Bethany Letter” 
To save on cost associated with the preparation and 
distribution of our newsletter, TBL will be ready on our 
website or you may pick it up at church on the following 
Sundays this summer:   

    July 25 
    August 8, 22, 29 … to continue weekly 

TBL will be mailed (if not picked up) on the Monday 

after the above listed Sundays.  Deadline for summer 

news articles: 10:00 a.m. the Tuesday before.  Also, 

check out our website:  www.bethanyucc.org 

 

   
 

Stewardship Message 

Common Wealth 
 

Give to the emperor the things that are the 

emperor’s…  Matthew 22:21 
 

It’s time to celebrate Independence Day, a day to think 

about picnics, fireworks and… taxes? Indeed, before 

and after the Revolution, our towns, states and nation 

discovered that by pooling the wealth of citizens many 

public services could be offered. Some of our states are 

actually called “commonwealths,” as in sharing the 

common wealth. So we pay taxes today and receive 

benefits like paved roads, public transportation, 

firefighters, public safety, national defense, aid to the 

poor, national parks in which to picnic, etc. Sometimes 

we also get things we may not want like war or 

corruption. 
 

We all complain about taxes from time to time, but we 

know that we need to share our wealth, even if it be 

small, so that our towns, states and nation work. When 

we become part of a faith community, we are not 

assessed taxes based on our income or spending habits. 

We do, however, have a similar concept of “common 

wealth.” In Acts we are told the earliest Christians 

shared everything in common. Few churches go that 

far today. But the work we do in local, Conference, 

national and international settings all happens because 

we give. Rather than complaining, let us rejoice that 

when we share our individual wealth we see love 

spread near and far. Let us give to God as well as the 

emperor! 
 

Rochelle A. Stackhouse is the Senior Minister of The Church of 

the Redeemer, United Church of Christ, New Haven Connecticut.  

 

      July 2010   God is still speaking, 

  
This resource is a free service and is made possible by your gifts to Our Church's 

Wider Mission. 



Need a ride to Worship? 
There is one waiting for YOU!  Just call the office at 
330-923-5277 by Friday - 4:00 p.m. and we will 
arrange for you to be picked up.  Worried that 
something might happen to keep you from 
attending?  Don’t worry!  You will be given the 
name and phone number of this week’s driver so, if 
need be, you can cancel at the last minute.  We do 
hope you will call. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Bethany Family, 
     Thank you for handling the memorial for my 
mother, Pauline Raleigh.  Thank you also for all 
the visits and flowers while they (Pauline and 
Wayne) were in the nursing home.   

Marilyn and Roger Williams 

 
     The Parker Family wants to thank everyone at 
Bethany for all their support and prayers.  It is 
truly a blessing to be a part of a family like the 
members of Bethany, especially in a time of the 
loss of a loved one.  Your love is greatly 
appreciated and we are stronger knowing that we 
will have your support in the future as well. 

Sue, Bryn and Geoff Parker 

 
Bethany Friends, 
     Many thanks for the beautiful arrangement of 
yellow mums that Susan brought us.  They have 
brightened our home for two weeks.  Our 
Bethany family is so special.   

Dale and Betty Pickard 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

When recycling at Bethany please 

rinse/clean out cans and bottles before 

you toss them.  LOOK for the special 

receptacles – there are two of them – labeled 

“clean tin cans only” and “ aluminum cans”. 

 
 

 

 

† Joe Probeck, Akron General Hospital 

† Bob Charton, home 

† Bobbie Berie, home 

 

In Sympathy…  
    We express our Christian sympathy to the family of 

Bethany member, Harvey Morrow who died June 26
th

. 

    We also express our Christian sympathy to the 

family of Bethany member, Joan Bantum, who died 

June 27
th

. 
 

 

           Green Wrapping 
Plant it 
We spend $2.6 billion a year on gift-wrap, which is 

essentially just a piece of dyed paper. According to 

Eco-Chick.com, if every American family wrapped 

just three presents in reused materials, it would save 

enough paper to cover 45,000 football fields. 
 

Water it 
����    Keep your gift-wrapping rip-free, and you can 

reuse it for many occasions. Another reuse idea: a 

reusable bag and tissue paper or the Sunday comics 

of the newspaper make great wrapping  

����    Make part of your present the wrapping! Giving 

clothes or a blanket? These material items can be 

used as wrapping for the rest of the gift since they 

are made from cloth  

����    Make your wrapping part of the gift. Make a 

collage or sew a quick bag. A handmade wrap can 

be part of the dazzle and mean a lot more then 

store-bought paper wrapping  
 

Grow it 
����    Give the gift of reuse. Encourage the receiver of 

your gifts to pass the wrap along. See how many 

turns your circle of friends can get from that gift 

bag  

����    Make a statement! Skip any wrapping at all and 

inform your friends and families that you spent the 

money you saved from cards and wrapping on 

upgrading their gift or set it aside for your charity 

of choice  

����    Buy things online and have the package sent 

directly to the gift receiver’s home. That way the 

packaging becomes the wrapping. Make sure to 

check the “it’s a gift” box so the online store 

doesn’t send the receipt  



 

Calendar for additions to ~ or ~ changes to the 
2010 monthly calendar mailed to you. 

July 12th  to  July 25th  

 

7/12 9:00a Quilters 

 9:00a VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 9:30a Prayer Shawl Ministry (Lounge) 

 

7/13 9:00a VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

7:15p Finance Committee 

 7:45p Stewardship 

 

7/14 9:00a VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

7/15 9:00a VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

7/16 9:00a VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 

7/17   11:30a Bethany Kitchen 
 

 

Sunday ~ July 18, 2010Sunday ~ July 18, 2010Sunday ~ July 18, 2010Sunday ~ July 18, 2010    
 

† Nursery Available 9:15 to 10:30 a.m.    

   
 

  8:30a    Worship (Fellowship) ~ In the Social Hall 
 

  9:30a    Worship ~ In the Sanctuary  
 

10:30a    Coffee Hour 

10:30a    Camp Planning   -12:30p 

 

 

 

7/19 9:00a Quilters 
 

7/20     9:00a   Staff Meeting (Lounge) 

          10:00a   Newsletter Deadline 
 

7/21     8:00a   Men’s Breakfast 
7/22 

7/23 
7/24   10:00a   (SH)  Reserved  -7:00p 

 
    
    

Sunday ~ July 25, 2010Sunday ~ July 25, 2010Sunday ~ July 25, 2010Sunday ~ July 25, 2010    
 

† Nursery Available 9:15 to 10:30 a.m. 
† Camp Bethany Begins 

   
 
 

  8:30a    Worship (Traditional)  
 

  9:30a    Worship  
 

 
 

10:30a    Coffee Hour 

Names of Sunday Volunteers are 

published AHEAD OF THE SCHEDULED Sunday 

as a kindly reminder and early thank you! 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers for July 18
th

  
   Cup Washing:  A. Zeller 

   Greeters:  B.&D. McClellan / P. Peyak 
   Lay Reader:  T. Hermann 

   Special Music:  VBS Singers 

   Nursery:  T. Jensen 
   Ushers:  R.&S. Holle, M. Jensen, J. Grazulis, J. Seymour,  

           M. Spring, C.&D. Schreiber 

      Van Driver:  B. Read 

      Visitor Outlook:  B. Lees 
 
 

 
Luke 10:25-28 
     Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. 
‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?’ 26He said to him, ‘What is written in the law? 
What do you read there?’ 27He answered, ‘You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your strength, and 
with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.’ 
28And he said to him, ‘You have given the right 
answer; do this, and you will live.’ 

 

 
 

  Volunteers for July 25
th

  
   Cup Washer:  C. Eberhardt 
   Greeters:  B.&S. Alexander / M.&A. Malorni 

   Special Music:   Anna Zeller, piano 

   Nursery:  H. Bedillion 

      Ushers:  J. Mancinelli, F. Read, J.&M. Seymour,  
                    H. Bowman, B. Pletzer, L. Sheppard, R. Berie 

      Van Driver:  F. Read 

      Visitor Outlook: J. Charton

       If you are unable to volunteer the day you are  

    scheduled, please remember to… 
 

† Find someone to take your place    

 

† call the church office so we may make   
              the necessary changes on our schedules 



 
Bethany’s Mission Projects NEVER go on Summer Vacation 

 
Please post this reminder on your refrigerator during this summer.  ☺ 

How can you help support our missions during the summer? 
 
 
Make a difference with your donations    Throughout the summer, we would like the families and 
members of our congregation to bring in items for Good Neighbors, IHN, and Miller Avenue.  For Good 
Neighbors: a school supply (listed below) or a food item such as peanut butter, cereal, tuna, pasta, soup, 
or canned vegetables.  For Miller Avenue:  toothpaste, deodorant, toothbrush, paper towels, tissues, or 
toilet paper.  For IHN:  coffee, diapers size 4, 5, and 6, wipes and Desitan, child’s underwear sizes 2-6, 
cleaning supplies.  Please put items in the boxes marked in the social hall.  Thanks in advance for your 
support of these missions 
 
Bethany Kitchen Saturday, July 17 and August 21.  Can you volunteer a few hours to help prepare and 
serve this meal?  Contact Gail Cool for more info at 330-923-2676. 
 
Fair Trade Coffee We have several regular drip varieties:  Breakfast Blend, Bright Day, Columbian, 
Ethiopian, French Roast and Decaf.  Whole bean is available in Breakfast Blend.  Check us out at the 
social hour each Sunday.  This is a Mission awareness and benefits the coffee farmers.   
 
Good Neighbors We are requesting donations of school supplies for kids in Cuyahoga Falls who need a 
hand in preparing for the new school year.  We have listed examples of items needed.  We are also 
taking financial donations to help purchase these supplies.  Elementary School:  Scissors, glue, colored 
pencils, markers, rulers, #2 pencils, pencil/school boxes, wide rule paper, backpacks, protractors, black 
and blue pens, mechanical #2 pencils, wide or college rule paper, 3-ring binders, and 3 hold folders with 
pockets.  Please drop off your school supply donations or financial donations at the box marked 
Good Neighbors in the Social Hall by the end of July. 
 
Interfaith Hospitality Network Thanks to all of our volunteers who have committed to making this 
mission happen at Bethany.  If you have been thinking about getting involved with this mission but you’re 
not sure how to get started, consider shadowing a volunteer during our host week to learn more about 
the program.  For more information call Bob Pletzer or Carolyn B. Hofmann.  Thanks. 
 
Miller Avenue UCC “Lunch on Us” On Saturday, July 31, we will be preparing and serving the meal 
to the neighborhood from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Bethany members are encouraged and welcome to join the 
mission committee members with this project. 
 
 
 

Please contact Carolyn B. Hofmann at 330-929-7704, 330-543-3897 
or chofmann@chmca.org for more information on these many mission projects. 

 
Thanks for your support of Bethany’s missions. 

 
 

        
Our next Mission Committee meeting is Wednesday, July 28 at 7 p.m.   
Come and join us and learn more about our mission projects. 

 


