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Getting the Job Done

I wrote this article several years ago. I’d like to share it again as we begin a new year.

The date looms larger and larger on the calendar. You and the few others involved so far are th inking, “How are we
going to get this (meal, meeting, workshop, whatever) done?” So, you begin to make some choices.

You might decide that the easiest thing to do is just bite the bullet and do it yourselves; that’s often lots easier than
trying to involve others. There are lots of reasons for that. It takes less time; you don’t have to expend all that effort
in recruiting people. It takes less energy and explanation; you know all background, purpose, and “history”; you
don’t have to bother trying to bring others “up to speed,” making sure they’re “on board,” that they “understand.” So,
let’s “just do it,” you say to yourselves. Sure enough, you “get it done.”

Or, you might decide that, in spite of all the burdens of enlarging the group you really do need some more people
power to accomplish this task, so you’re going to have to do some recruiting. Who are you going to ask? If you want
to minimize the negatives that may have led you to wish you could “just do it” yourselves in the first place, what do
you do? Well, if you don’t want to expend much effort on recruiting people (who does, there’s a job to get done,
right?), you look to that small, precious pool of the already involved, committed, and reliable, those you know will
say “Yes!” Not only are they likely to say “yes” but you’re pretty much assured that those who do will have all those
wonderful traits you’re looking for — knowledge, purpose, “history,” so you won’t have to expend all that precious
time and energy helping them “understand.”

Or, the task may be such that “understanding” isn’t all that important; you just need numbers. Then what’s the
easiest solution? Ask a group? One request and you’ve possibly got a yes from 10, 20, 30 people. If this is the case,
youth groups are wonderful “targets.” Everybody likes to see them involved; makes them feel good about the church
and its future. Plus, whatever the group, you’re more likely to get a “yes” than if you just asked individually. You’ve
got guilt on your side. They know that if they decline they can be labeled “slackers.”

Or, you may decide that though the calendar is pressing and you’re all busy already, that you’re not going to take the
easiest, simplest way of “getting the job done.” You’re not going to “just do it” yourselves. You’re not going to go
for the secure and easy “yeses,” from either individuals or groups.” You’re going to take a look at the whole list of
possibilities and ask those who you can’t be so sure about, who you don’t know so well, who don’t have all that
background, understanding, history, those who have yet to demonstrate their commitment. You’re going to ask the
less involved, or even, the uninvolved!

Why would you do that? Why subject yourself to all that bother and uncertainty? Perhaps because the purpose of the
church is larger than getting any particular job done. The purpose of the church is calling and nurturing disciples.
That’s done by invitation, invitation not only to discipleship, but also into the work of discipleship. For people to
become disciples they not only have to accept an invitation to follow Jesus, they have to find that they’re welcome
and needed and that they have gifts that are important and valued, in doing the work of his body, the church.

One time, when Jesus called some of his disciples he said, “Follow me, and | will teach you to fish for people.”
Fishing for people is part of the work that his true disciples do. It means more than just getting them “hooked.” It
means getting them “into the boat,” so they can truly be “part of the family” and share in the work of discipleship. If
that’s the case, do we have any real choice about what we need to do when it’s time to get a job done? If that’s the
case, what is the real job we’re trying to get done? Can we call ourselves true disciples, if we have any doubt?

We can do so much to strengthen our faith family and build Christ’s church if we’ll only make the effort to “cast the
nets” a little wider, when recruiting people to serve. | hope you’ll consider how you can do this in whatever part of
Bethany’s ministry and mission in which you’re involved.

With Every Hope,



.. .. Trust God to Give

&\T/f " So far we have received 176 Cards totaling
Y $286,657 in support of Bethany’s ministry

and mission for Christ in 2010.

YF

Jan. 17 | 6:30 pm | Just Peace Celebration
Jan. 24 | Cancelled! | NO YF!!!
Jan. 29 | 6:45pm | Service at Temple Israel

CONFIRMANDS
Jan. 17 | 11:30 am
Jan. 17 | 6:30 pm
Jan. 29 | 6:45pm

Conf./Mentor Meal, Mtg.
Just Peace Celebration
Service at Temple Israel
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> Bethany Kitchen

Saturday, January 16"
11:30 a.m.

Bethany Kitchen provides a free [uncheon once
a month for those in the community. Help is
always needed for food preparation, serving
and cleaning up. Al 2re welcome to Join us and
enjoy fellowship and lunch.

January 17", 6:30 p.m. New Trinity
Join us for an evening of Gospel Music, Fellowship
and Praise as we honor the ideals of Dr. Martin Luther
King and our Partnership with New Trinity. The
voices of both congregations will join in song and
celebration on Sunday, January 17" at 6:30 p.m. at
New Trinity Missionary Baptist Church, located at
1380 Hartford Avenue, Akron OH 44320. Following
the music program, we will meet with our New Trinity
friends for refreshments; everyone is asked to bring a
dish to share. If you would like a ride, call the office
and we’ll do our best to arrange one; to carpool be at
Bethany’s west parking lot by 5:45 the evening of the
concert. Call Janice (Williams) Smith at 330-338-
3184 for more information.

OFFICE CLOSED
MONDAY, JANUARY 18TH
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

< ) All are welcome.
/

Men’s Volunteer Breakfast @

It is a great time for men of the church to get together
to share faith, food, and fellowship together; as well as
a few chores with which the custodians could use some
help. The men gather the 3" Wednesday of the month
at 8:00 a.m. (Next breakfast January 20™). You can
help make this time possible by providing breakfast for
8-10 men once during the year. If you’d like to help in
this way call Nancy Read at 330-928-3002.

‘3 BIBLE STUDY )

Our Bible study  has
resumed! We will be meeting
again on Wednesday

mornings 9:30 to 11:00 a.m.
in the CE office. We will
continue with our study of
John, Chapter 12.

Please join us.

7 Sunday, January 24"

at the 8:30 service the Bell Choir
will play; and at 10:30 the
Chancel Choir and the Youth

Choirs will sing. J




E and Dinner

e

Ahnhual

January 24th

11:30 a.m.
Everyone is invited to the annual
meeting and dinner. It’s a great time to celebrate
God’s presence and guidance with us through last
year’s ministry and mission and hear about hopes
for new ways to serve God and God’s world in
2010. Did you make your reservation???

ACME Community Cash Back Program
ENDS - February 20, 2010

Receipts must have a date printed on them!
The YF is collecting ACME receipts. Acme Fresh Market
will issue a rebate check equal to FIVE PERCENT (5%) of
the Cash Back amount printed at the bottom of the receipt.
The Cash Back amount includes all Acme store brand
merchandise purchases. YF truly appreciates your support
as the proceeds help our youth ministry.

MEMP NEEDED - Could this beV@@ ?

Christian Ed wants to help you beat the winter “blahs.”
We very much need teachers in the 3 and 4-year-old
room while Betty Caiola has rehab on her shoulder.
This could be for one or several Sundays. Please
contact Carolyn Shroyer or the office if you are able to
help us out. We are willing to work with you! Help is
needed!

IHN Family Center

Our IHN Host Week begins January 24.
Thanks to those members who have
volunteered to make this week happen. We
did not get enough volunteers to cover the
six shifts at the Family Center. We will be
hiring a student from Akron University to
cover two shifts at $8 an hour or $24 a shift.
Please consider making a donation of $8 or
$24 to help with this expense. Please make
donations to Bethany and note they are for
the IHN Family Center. Thanks for
considering this request.

Carolyn B. Hofmann

@ Please remerrber i1 JOUT prayess. .

t Karen Butler, Traditions (Assist. Living #308)

New Orleans Mission Trip

Carol Clemente will be going on a mission trip
to New Orleans with a group from the Orrville
United Church of Christ February 26 - March
7™. She’s learned not only that there is still
great need for help with the reconstruction but
also that there are still several slots available
for volunteers for this trip. The cost is $150.
Lodging will be at St. Paul’s UCC which
provides dormitory style accommodations. If
you would like more information call Carol at
330-422-0643.

-
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Congratulations to ... 00

... Andy and Christine Jensen on the birth of their

daughter, Alaina Mary Jensen, born January 6™,

Proud grandparents: Gary and Nancy Jensen

... Gary and Carol Eiber on the birth of grandson,
Wesley John, to their daughter and son-in-law,
Theresa and Carey.

(® Environmental Impact Report
Your recycled paper for 11/1/09 — 11/30/09 of total
tonnage 1 has saved:
33.53 Trees
5.92 Cubic Yards of Landfill
13,807 Gallons of Water
8,087 Kilowatts of Electricity
(enough to heat 1 home for 6 months)



Bethany’s New Telephone System s
There are a few changes in our new system &)
that we want the congregation to be aware

of. When you want to make a call you must now press
the button “line 1 or line 2’ to get an outside line; then
make your call.

e After church office hours (Monday through Friday
8:00 to 4:30 p.m.) the phones throughout the building
will NOT ring. If you need to reach someone in the
building after 4:30 p.m. please do the following:

1. Call the church office 330/923-5277.

2. 'You will be directed to a church directory.

3. Dial the extension and that particular phone will
ring. (You may also leave a voicemail.)

e Also, if you are expecting a call after church hours
alert the person to ring the extension closest to the area
you will be in.

Example: You need to talk with someone involved
with Bethany Kitchen — dial the social hall kitchen
extension for it to ring.

Would you like to help pay for this new system?
If so, just mark your check or envelope “phone
system” and put it in the offering plate or mail it to the
office. You’ll be helping us reduce the $4,000 we
need to cover the cost.

fiihankgyou
Dear Bethany,

Thank you for the beautiful poinsettia and for thinking
of us. Also, a big thank you to Doris Brubaker who
delivered it, we so enjoy her visits.

God Bless, Warren and Mary Jo Graves

To our Bethany Family,

We want to thank Bethany for the beautiful poinsettia
delivered to us by Harry Cool and Kathy Keenan. We
enjoyed our visit with them and still enjoy the plant.

John and Kathy Ruch.

Thank you for the lovely flowers. They are so pretty
on my coffee table by my sofa. My son and his wife gave
me a big wreath for above the mantel and the two go
nice together. Mary Ellen Powell

Dear Friends,

A special thank you to Margaret Deacon for bringing
the lovely poinsettia. Thank you to all who sent me
cards and who have called. I'm staying in thinking of all
I would like to do like be at church and active however 1
count my blessings. Mary Coftield

Bethany member, Mary Thomas passed away on
January 3" in Pineville, North Carolina. A memorial
service will be held at Bethany sometime in April. For
those wanting to send cards: John and Pat Proctor
107 Lyman Oak Ct.
Fort Mill, SC 29715

How We’re Doing...

Month Income Expense Total
December 36,273 38,590 - 2,317
Y-T-D 327,021 326,144 + 877

Haiti Earthquake Appeal

The United Church of Christ has launched an emergency
appeal for Haiti after a major earthquake struck the country.
Thousands of people are feared dead and countless have been

left homeless. It is still too early to know the full extent
of the damage, but One Great Hour of Sharing is
expecting very high loss of life, widespread destruction
of homes, schools and other buildings, and major
damage to key water, electricity and road systems.
One Great Hour of Sharing funds are being rushed to
our Haitian partners to support their initial emergency
response. As damage assessments are made and plans
for relief, recovery and rehabilitation are developed,
additional support will be shared. The need is massive.
How You Can Help:

t Pray for the people of Haiti, their leaders and
emergency and humanitarian aid workers.

Tt Please help the people of Haiti by sending gifts
payable to Bethany UCC marked for "OGHS -
Haiti Earthquake Relief'" with the request they be
sent through your Conference office on to Wider
Church Ministries.

Thank you for your compassion and support.




Calendar for additions to ~ or ~ changes to the
2009 monthly calendar mailed to you.
January 18t to January 31st 2010

1/18 Office Closed, Martin Luther King Jr. Day

1/19 7:30p Kerygma

1/20 8:00a Men’s Breakfast
9:30a Bible Study (CE)

1/21  7:30p Chancel Choir Practice
1/22
1/23

Names of Sunday Volunteers are

published AHEAD OF THE SCHEDULED Sunday
as a kindly reminder and early thank you!

Family Sunday
January 24, 2010

Nursery Available 9:15 to 11:30 a.m.
Children remain in second hour worship
IHN Guest Week

8:30a Worship (Traditional)
9:15a  Church School for Children and Adults
10:30a Worship/ Baptism, New Member

11:30a Annual Meeting & Dinner
6:00p IHN Meal (SH)

.l.
.l.

If you are unable to volunteer the day you are
scheduled, please remember to...
Find someone to take your place noe @[m(d] ﬁh@[m
call the church office so we may make
the necessary changes on our schedules

1/25 9:00a Quilters
6:00p IHN Meal (SH)
7:00p Bell Choir Practice

1/26  9:00a Staff Meeting (L)
6:00p IHN Meal (SH)

1/27  6:00p IHN Meal (SH)

7:30p Music Committee

1/28  6:00p IHN Meal (SH)
7:30p Chancel Choir Practice

1/29  6:00p IHN Meal (SH)
6:45p Interfaith Youth Service at Temple Israel

1/30  2:00p (SH) Rsrvd. 7:00p
6:00p IHN Meal (L)

Sunday ~ January 31, 2010

Nursery Available 9:15 to 11:30 a.m.

8:30a Worship (Traditional)
9:15a Church School for Children and Adults

10:30a  Worship/ Children’s Sunday School
11:30a  Coffee Hour
11:30a 7" Day Practice

(" Volunteers for January 24"

Cup Washing: C. Eberhardt

Greeters: R.&S. Holle / J.&S. Mancinelli

Music: 7" Day/ Chancel Choir

Nursery: T. Jensen, J. Smith, D. Schreiber,
E. Sammons

Ushers: L. Luginbill, F. Read, J. Grazulis, J. Seymour,
H. Koudela, K. Koudela, J. McClellan,

Van Driver: C. Jones

Visitor Outlook: B. Lees

SCHOOL

[ Yolunteers for January 31

Cup Washing: A. Zeller
Greeters: M.&T. Jensen / C.&S. Jones
Lay Reader: C. Eiber
Music: S. Parker, Organist / Bell Choir
Nursery: S. Ward, B. Lees, K. Keenan, Jacob McClellan
Ushers: T. Hermann, H. Walker, R.&M. Bowmaster,
A. McVan, K. Renner, R. Alberson
Van Driver: C. Frederick

\ Visitor Outlook: J. Charton



“Give a Day. Get a Disney Day”’

Disney is encouraging volunteerism across the country by offering a free ticket to Disney World.
If you are an IHN volunteer, then check out the information below. Disney will contact you
within two weeks with information on how to claim your ticket.

Unregistered volunteers should follow these steps:

1.

DR WN

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.
. Enter a password in both fields
18.
19.

20.
21.
22,

23.

24,
25.

26.

Go to http://www.Disneyparks.com and follow the links to the "Give a Day. Get a Disney
Day." program.

Follow the links to SEARCH & SIGN UP

Enter the zip code of our organization ------ IHN PO Box 1266 zip code is 44309

Click Search

Scroll to the bottom of the search results

Click the link in the message "Click here for information for HandsOn Network

partner organizations you can contact that will have additional qualifying

opportunities.”

Find our organization —Scroll down the list and look for Interfaith Hospitality Network of
Summit County --- (it is about the fifth or sixth one down).

Verify your service date with your coordinator---

At the bottom of our organization entry, click the link in the message "Note: If you have
already contacted this organization, found a qualifying opportunity and confirmed a date
and time to volunteer, click here to complete the sign-up process."

Enter the required information

Review the information for accuracy

Click Continue

Click Complete Sign Up with Hands On Network

Read the WAIVER, RELEASE, AND INDEMNIFICATION

AGREEMENT

If you agree, click "I have read and agree to these terms."

Click the button that says "Click here to proceed"

Click Submit

Click the button that says, "Click here to record your sign-up for the date and time
indicated above."

Verify your service date with your coordinator---

Enter your date

Enter the remaining required information. The title of the opportunity should be

Host Volunteer, Support Volunteer or Family Center Volunteer.

*%%*Also use one of these titles if you have already completed your service
work/volunteering. In the opportunity description, indicate that you have already
served. Must be after Jan 1, 2010.

Enter tomorrow's date as the date you have arranged to volunteer (you cannot enter today,
or past dates). Put in the times you served on the past date.

Click the button that says, "Click here to record your sign-up for the date and time
indicated above."

We will then be notified that you are serving tomorrow, and be able to verify you for
your past service. (Note: You'll receive reminders and thank you’s for your service on
tomorrow's date. Just ignore them. We already know you've volunteered.)

Disney will contact you within two weeks with information on how to claim your ticket.



IHN at Bethany UCC January 24 - 31, 2010
Our host week begins on Sunday, January 24 and continues through January 31. Thanks to all of our volunteers who have committed to making this mission happen at Bethany. If you have been
thinking about getting involved with this mission but you’re not sure how to get started, consider shadowing a volunteer during our host week to learn more about the program. Here is the list of

volunteers for the week. For more information call Bob Pletzer or Carolyn B. Hofmann. Thanks.

Team Leader

Family Center Volunteers

Sunday Carolyn B. Hofmann 8:30 am - 11:30 am 11:30 am - 2:30 pm 2:30 pm - 5:30 pm
January 24 Pay Student $24 Pay Student $24 Cheryl Phillips
Saturday Carolyn B. Hofmann 8:30 am - 11:30 am 11:30 am - 2:30 pm 2:30 pm - 5:30 pm
January 30 The Nielsen Family Pat McDevitt Carolyn B. Hofmann
Team Leader Meals Are served either in the social Van Drivers Stay Overnight with the guests
hall or the lounge
for each day
Sunday Tammy Jenson Rev. Diane Shirey & Silver 5 pm Don Welfley Denise O’Malley
January 24 Lake UCC L Lynette Sheppard
Monday Dale Renner Marilyn Freeman (Pilgrim UCC) SH 7 am Linda Goodwin Maurine and Dale Renner
January 25 5 pm John Dix
Tuesday Donah Gehlert Nancy and Ed Zeller 7 am Gina Burk Frank Read
January 26 SH 5 pm Doug Shroyer Ed Zeller
Wednesday Frank Read Jeff Mosley (New Trinity) 7 am Rollie Seguin Martha and Bob Peyak
January 27 SH 5 pm Ramsey Alberson
Thursday Carolyn B. Hofmann Martha Peyak 7 am Harvey Koudela Kim Fratz
January 28 SH 5 pm Doug Shroyer Karen Fratz
Friday Janice Smith Ed and Eddie Frederick SH 7 am Frank Read Janice Smith
January 29 5 pm Ernie Albert Lindsay Short
Saturday Denise O’Malley Beth Weiser L 8 am Howard Edwards Carolyn B. Hofmann
January 30 5 pm Chuck Jones Marjorie Calhoun
Sunday 7 am Oz Hibbard
January 31




5:00 pm Van Driver
(be at Family Center by 5:15 pm)
6:00 pm Meal preparer
8:00 pm Over night volunteers
Bring own sheets/sleep in lounge
7:00 am Van Driver the next day

Remind van drivers:

Take first aid kit and log book to and from Family Center. Check gas
gauge to see if needed.

Be at church by 7:00 am.

4 adults & 5 kids = 9 guests/3 families as 1-8-10

The following is the time schedule followed by all IHN congregations

5:45 pm Guests arrive at Host Congregation

6:30 pm Dinner

8:00 pm Fellowship, homework, prepare lunches
9:00 pm Curfew time. All guests should be in the

Host Congregation
(unless arrangements have been made)

9:00 pm Bedtime for children
10:00 pm Bedtime for teens
11:00 pm Bedtime for adults and lights out
6:00 am Wake up guests (7:00 am on Sat. only)
6:15 — 6:45 am Breakfast
6:30 am Clean up areas and bathrooms
7:00 am Guests leave by van

(8:00 am on Saturdays only)



