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On the wall in our upstairs hallway hang a variety of pictures of family and friends.  Collected 
over the years, they illustrate a variety of events, both special and ordinary.  Whenever I pause 
to look at them, I’m reminded of how richly blessed I am with people who love me and whom 
I’ve been given to love.  I’m reminded of how these people have influenced my life, and how, 
in many ways, God has been at work in my life through them.  I’m reminded that a big part of 
who I am has to do with who I am in relationship to these people. 
  
Years ago, many homes had another kind of reminder of a precious relationship – what was 
known as a home altar.  It might have been very simple; a cross, a bible, perhaps some candles, 
in some traditions, a painting or icon of Jesus.  These things were reminders of God’s blessings 
and love and how our identity has to do, first of all, with our relationship with God.  Moments 
of contemplation or prayer before this altar served as a reminder of Christian identity. 
 
As our culture has become more secular and faith more privatized, the tradition of the home 
altar has been abandoned and forgotten.  But the need it served to remind us of how our identity 
is rooted in God’s blessings and love is more real than ever. 
 
We need to look today for ways to remind ourselves of God’s blessings and love.  Otherwise we 
will forget who we are.  We will forget what it means to be Christians. 
 
Prayer is one of the most important ways we can remember.  Mealtime prayers are a simple 
example – we are never too old, or too few in number (one is plenty, for it is shared with God) 
to take time for them – we need to remember that what we are about to eat is ultimately God’s 
blessing and not a product of our labor.  Choosing and creating a certain time and/or place for 
devotional reading, contemplation or prayer gives the opportunity to connect every aspect of 
our lives to God’s presence and care. 
 
Life gets very busy.  We are pulled in many directions, some of which would take us far from 
the people God would have us be.  What can help you remember who you are?  What can help 
you remember God’s blessings and love?  What are you willing to do to help yourself 
remember?   
 
With Hope for Lent, 

 
 

 



CONFIRMANDS 
Mar 14 11:30 am Mentor Meal 
Mar 21       9:30am 

10:30 am 
11:30 am 

2nd Year Elder Interview 
2nd Year Presentation 
2nd Year Welcome to YF 
& Meal 

Mar 28   9:15 am 
10:30 am 

Confirmation Breakfast 
Rite of Confirmation  

 
 

YF�
Mar 21 11:30 am Confirmand Welcoming 
Mar 28   9:15 am Conf. Reunion Breakfast 
Apr   4    8:00 am Easter Brunch 
Apr 9/10   5:00 pm Retreat at Dix Farm 
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During Lent we offer a mid-week soup and bread 
service.   If you are willing to volunteer to make soup 
for one of the remaining Wednesday evenings please 
contact Mary Seymour.  Thank you. 
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Lenten Midweek ~ Soup & Bread����
�
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Wednesdays         6:30 pm – Social Hall 
 
 

These brief, informal times of worship shared in the 
fellowship of simple meals of soup and bread, will end 
with us anticipating, longing for, and hopefully aching 
for – Easter Sunday.  Each week we’ll explore one of 
the great themes of Lent.  They include:      

        3/17   The Breadth of God’s Grace 
3/24   What is True Wealth? 

              
Our times of worship will invite us to be with Jesus as 
he is on the way to Jerusalem, where he will meet 
betrayal and death. As we do this, we will be in the 
shadow of the cross, that invites us to engage the 
ancient Lenten themes of sacrifice, self-examination 
and confession, but which will, in turn, make our 
celebration of the resurrection all the more deep and 
meaningful.����
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Evelyn will celebrate her special 
                       day  March 17th 

 

Chapel Hill Homes, 12200 Strausser St. NW #113 
Canal Fulton, OH  44614�
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�The Mission Committee has taken on a 
new opportunity to help our community. Last year 
Trinity UCC on North Main Street invited 160 women 
and children from homeless shelters in Akron to an 
Easter Celebration on the Saturday before Easter. The 
women were treated to spa services to make them feel 
special and the children participated in games.  A hot 
lunch was provided and they attended a brief worship 
service.  The three-hour program ended with an Easter 
egg hunt.  The children went home with Easter 
baskets and the moms with bags of goodies to pamper 
themselves. It was a wonderful day for Trinity's guests 
as well as the staff from Project Rise who made 
arrangements for transportation and the volunteers 
from Trinity UCC.  They would like to repeat this 
wonderful event but with more volunteers  - they 
would like to invite 225 women and children.  
 

   Bethany has committed to provide the  
and organize the Easter egg hunt.  In addition to 
collecting the items for the Trinity hunt, we are also 

asking for ������������������������������������ ���� for the egg hunt at 
Bethany on Easter morning.  In all, we need to fill 
1,000 eggs.  So we are requesting the following from 
our congregation: 
 

1. Individually wrapped candy 
2. Small toys that fit into a plastic egg 
3. Financial contributions to cover the cost of items 

needed that aren't donated.  Checks to Bethany, 
note Easter Egg Hunt in memo section. 

��� Volunteers to help with this celebration from 10 
am - 2 pm.�

�

Please drop off candy and toy donations at the table in 
our social hall.  ������ ��	� 
��	�� ���� ���	�	� 
� �
������ �� �� �  Thanks for your support of Bethany's 
mission projects. 
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I am currently serving on The Eastern Ohio Association’s 
Church in the World Committee. One focus of this 
committee is Urban Ministry and how our inner city 
congregations are reaching out to their neighborhoods. In 
visiting these churches and talking with their pastors and 
members, we have learned the need for help in maintaining 
their building and property. With decreased members and 
challenging financial situations, these churches are in need 
of help in order to continue their mission work in their 
neighborhoods. Last spring we had a clean up/fix up day at 
Williard and in the fall at Miller Ave. Now it is East Market 
Street’s turn.  
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Thank you for considering this request and please let me 
know if you can join us for all or part of this day. Contact 
Carolyn B. Hofmann at chofmann@chmca.org. 
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Bethany Kitchen provides a ����������������� ���
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�  for those in the community who 
need a meal.  Help is always needed for food 

preparation, serving and cleaning up.  ��������������������������������
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and lunch.  ����
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Date:  Palm Sunday, March 28, 2010     
Time:  9:15 a.m. 
Place:   Social Hall 
Who is invited:  

All confirmands, their parents and their  
Mentor from 2007 – present 
 

You must contact Val Renner by March 25th to make 
your reservation. Email Val: vrenner@neo.rr.com  
�
�
�
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Sometime between Wednesday evening, 
March 3rd and Monday morning, March 8th a 
toaster oven placed in the Furnace Room has 
gone missing!  Please return it to the church 
kitchen.  Thank you. 
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IHN Updates &  our upcoming Host Week 
 

† Thanks for supporting the IHN Walk a Mile in 
my Shoes.  The event has raised $6,000 so far 
and donations are still coming in.                         

  
Our next host week begins Sunday, April 11th 
One way for IHN to cut expenses is to avoid paying for 
help on weekends.  The host church is now responsible 
for getting the volunteers for the Family Center during 
their host week.  This means we will need to find two 
volunteers for Sunday, April 11th for 2 shifts, 11:30 
a.m. - 2:30 p.m. and 2:30 - 5:30 p.m. and on Saturday, 
April 17th for 8:30 - 11:30 a.m.  The alternative to 
finding volunteers is paying a student $24 for the 3-
hour shift.  The Mission committee cannot cover this 
cost.  Volunteering at the Family Center involves just 
being at the center.  You can read or play with the kids, 
visit with the parents or read a book. 
 

Please consider volunteering during our host 
week. Contact one of our team leaders: Carol Clemente 
- meal preparation, Bob Pletzer - overnight volunteers, 
Frank Read - van drivers and Carolyn B. Hofmann - 
Family Center Volunteers.  Thanks to our many 
volunteers who help make this week possible.   
                                                       Carolyn B. Hofmann�
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† Katherine McMillen,  home 
† Joan Porter, Akron City Hospital 
† Cheryl Philips, Akron General Hospital 
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There are many ways to produce 
less waste: 
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· Reduce the amount and toxicity of trash you throw 
away and reuse containers and products.  

· Recycle as much as possible and buy products with 
recycled content.  

· Practice composting by using microorganisms 
(mainly bacteria and fungi) to decompose organic 
waste, such as food scraps and yard trimmings.  

The concept of reduce, reuse, and recycle is equally 
important for household hazardous waste and 
industrial materials. 

�  Household Hazardous Waste: Improper disposal of 
leftover household products that contain corrosive, 
toxic, ignitable, or reactive ingredients can pollute 
the environment and pose a threat to human health. 

�   Industrial Materials: Industrial non-hazardous 
wastes that can be recycled and reused are key to a 
successful resource conservation program. 

 
 
 
 

 
Stewardship Message  
 

Housecleaning 
 

“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed away, see 
everything has become new!” Romans 5:17  
 

Lent has traditionally been a time for cleaning house; in 
fact the practice of “Spring Cleaning” may be related to 
the religious practice of clearing the kitchen of fat on 
Mardi Gras, or Shrove Tuesday. Shrove Tuesday is 
meant to be only the beginning of a time of taking stock 
in every part of our lives. In Lent we are called to 
consider not only the excesses of our material existence 
that need to be purged, but also anything in our spirits or 
minds that needs reassessment and clearing out.  
Instead of understanding Lent as a grim and joyless 
period, we might remember Paul’s encouragement and 
see Lent as a time of becoming new. As a person who has 
moved from one house to another often in her life, I 
know that before you enter the new house, you need to 
clean out the old one, decide what is to be kept and what 
is to be discarded, and discern what new items you might 
need to acquire for a new situation in life.  
This Lent, then, we are offered the cleansing opportunity 
of examining our lives on every level, both material and 
spiritual. Where are the excesses we need to clear out? 
What do we need to reassess about priorities, 
relationships, possessions and time management in order 
to be ready to live into a resurrection discipleship? On 
Easter, when the risen Christ calls us to new life, what 
might be weighing us down and keeping us from 
responding quickly, with joy, as stewards of the good 
news?  
 

Rochelle A. Stackhouse is the Senior Minister of The Church of 
the Redeemer, United Church of Christ, New Haven Connecticut.  
 

March 2010 God is still speaking,  
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A Mission Minute  

                                                         
        Share our Abundance     

        O G H S 
   
 

1. What is One Great Hour of Sharing?  
One Great Hour of Sharing, as part of Our Churches Wider Mission, is the special mission offering of 
the United Church of Christ that carries God’s message of love and hope to people in more than eighty 
countries. The UCC works with international partners to provide sources of clean water and food, 
education and health care, small business micro-credit, emergency relief, and advocacy and resettlement 
for refugees and displaced persons. OGHS also supports domestic and international ministries for 
disaster preparedness and response.  
 
2. Who participates in One Great Hour of Sharing?  
Nine Christian denominations - American Baptist Church, African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Church of the Brethren, Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
Presbyterian Church, Reformed Church in America, United Church of Christ, The United Methodist 
Church, and Church World Service work together to develop common promotional materials thereby 
sharing ideas, costs, and a commitment to faithful service. Each denomination receives and manages its 
respective OGHS offerings.  
 
3. How is the United Church of Christ's offering used?  
More than 60 percent of the UCC's offering supports international development initiatives, including 
annual support for approximately six missionaries working in health care, education, and agricultural 
development. Gifts are also used for disaster preparedness and response, refugee and immigration 
advocacy and assistance, and disaster and refugee related volunteer initiatives.  
 
4. Where and how are OGHS funds shared?  
The United Church of Christ responds to development, disaster, and refugee needs in more than eighty 
countries, including the United States. . Nearly one-third of the UCC's offering is shared through Church 
World Service to support refugee, disaster, development, and advocacy programs.  
��

5. How many dollars are given to the UCC's OGHS offering?  
On average, annual OGHS special offering receipts total $3 million. Nearly seventy percent of UCC 
congregations participate annually.  
��

6. What percentage of OGHS donations is used directly for mission?  
On average, of every dollar given to One Great Hour of Sharing, 88 cents are used directly for mission 
programming; 6 cents for interpretation materials and 6 cents for administrative costs.  
��

7. How can I contribute to One Great Hour of Sharing?  
The OGHS special mission offering is received through local UCC congregations and all UCC members 
are encouraged to participate in this way.  Bethany is celebrating this opportunity to contribute during 
this Lenten time. There are special envelopes in the pews, or simply mark your regular envelope as an 
OGHS gift. ��
   
 

From the Mission Committee – thanks for your prayers and gift. 
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03/15 9:00a Quilters 
 7:00p Women’s Fellowship (Lounge)   �  
 7:00p Bell Choir Practice 
03/16 9:00a Staff Meeting (Lounge) 
           10:00a Newsletter Deadline 
 7:30p Kerygma 
03/17 8:00a Men’s Breakfast 
 9:30a Bible Study (CE) 
 6:30p Lenten Service / Young Shepherds 
 7:30p Mission Committee Meeting        �  
03/18 7:30p Choir Practice 
03/19 

03/20 9:00a Clean Up at East Market UCC         
           11:30a Bethany Kitchen (S. Hall) 
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  8:30a    Worship (Healing & Reconcilitation) 
 

  9:15a    Church School for Children and Adults 
 

10:30a    Worship/ Children’s Sunday School/  
                                   Confirmation Presentations 
 

11:30a    Coffee Hour 
11:45a    2nd yr. Confirmands-interviews w/elders, meal, 
                   YF Welcome, (pictures)  �  
 
����
03/22 9:00a Quilters 
 7:00p Bell Choir Practice 
03/23 9:00a Staff Meeting (Lounge) 
           10:00p Newsletter Deadline 
03/24    6:30p Lenten Service / Son Singers 
 7:30p COMMITTEE NIGHT     �  
3/25 7:30p Chancel Choir Practice 
3/26 
3/27 
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  8:30a    Worship (Traditional) 
 

  9:15a    Church School for Children and Adults 
 

  9:15a    Confirmation Reunion Breakfast  
 

10:30a    Worship/ Palm Procession/Rite of Confirmation 
 

11:30a    Inquiry Meeting (Lounge) 

Names of Sunday Volunteers are published 
AHEAD OF THE SCHEDULED  Sunday as a kindly 
reminder and early thank you! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   Volunteers for March 21st       

   Cup Washer:  A. Zeller 
   Greeters:  R Schreiber, D. Gehlert / B.&.K. Wurgler 
   Lay Reader:  J. Wachovec 
   Music:   Organist / Chancel Choir, 7th Day 
   Nursery:  P. Cochran, J. Williams, D. Schreiber,  
                     E. Sammons 

      Ushers:  L. Luginbill, H. Walker, M.&R. Bowmaster 
                     Karen Fratz, C.&D. Schreiber, T. Robinson 

   Van Driver:  C. Frederick 
   Visitor Outlook:  H. Bedillion 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Volunteers for March 28th   
   Cup Washing:  C. Eberhardt 
   Greeters: J.&P. Mansfield  /  Shirley Ende-Saxe 
   Music:  Bell Choir / Chancel Choir, Children’s Choirs 
   Nursery:  A. Thompson, B. Lees, K. Keenan, 

 J. McClellan 
   Ushers:  C. Hofmann, B. Charton, S. Truby, S. Ward,  
   M. Spring, H. Bowman, E. Sammons, N. Buck 

      Van Driver:  E. Frederick 
      Visitor Outlook:  N. Buck 

       If you are unable to volunteer the day you are  
    scheduled, please remember to… 

 

† Find someone to take your place    
 

† call the church office so we may make   
              the necessary changes on our schedules 


