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In one sense, Jesus made God much harder for us to deal with.  As long as God is a “spirit,” or “up in heaven,” or 
“living inside me,” I’m pretty free to make God whatever I want God to be.  There’s no one to challenge me, except 
other people.  But, today people would say, “Who cares?  Let them believe (think or feel would be better words) 
what they want about ‘god’ and I’ll believe what I want.”  We’re all free to have “my god” (although, sadly, it has 
to be with a small “g”).  It’s very easy for us to have room in our lives for such “gods.”  
 

One of the reasons Jesus encountered so much resistance and what, in the end, got him killed, was that he was God 
“in the flesh.”  He was God, visible, with a body, who said and did things that showed us who God really is, what 
God is really like.  Jesus was very clear about this.  That’s why in John’s Gospel he doesn’t say, “I have the deepest 
knowledge of God,” or I have the ultimate religious truth,” or “I offer the best ideas about the meaning of life,” or,  
“I am a loving, caring, servant of my people.”   No, he says, “I am the bread of life.”   
 

Jesus said he was something, something that takes up space; something that we need to feed our hunger.  Problem 
was, that what he showed, what people saw and heard, the “bread” he offered, conflicted with what they wanted for 
their “god.”  You could say they didn’t “like the taste,” or “he gave them indigestion.”  In any case, they “spat him 
out,” and tried to put an end to him.  They had no room in their lives for a God who “takes up space.” 
 

William Willimon puts it this way: 
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, “The body of Christ takes up space. That is, the body of Christ makes footprints.” 
He goes on: “A truth, a doctrine, or a religion need no space. They are disembodied amputees – that is all – but 
the incarnate Christ needs not only ears or a heart, but living people who will follow him.” 

 

Christianity is not so much a doctrine or an idea as it is an encounter with something, someone.  John’s Gospel    
implies that to meet Jesus is similar to “meeting” a loaf of bread. That means Christianity is never simply 
something of the head, or the heart, a vague and general abstraction. Jesus takes up room here, among us. 

    
So, the living Christ was always intruding, going where he was not necessarily wanted or expected, taking up 
space where people did not expect God to be.  He intruded into the homes of sinners. He showed up at a 
wedding and caused a scene. He came in places of death, where people hardly knew him.  

 

Maybe that is one reason people try to keep religion theoretical and spiritual. Christianity is not a spiritual 
religion; it’s an incarnational religion. It believes that God has a body, God takes up space, God won’t remain 
ethereal and vague. This Gospel opens with the declaration, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” 

 

He becomes a fact, an undeniable fact that must be dealt with and encountered. 
 

I’m recalling Ann Lamott’s story of her conversion in her wonderful book Traveling Mercies. Here was a 
person in great despair and need, in the depths of alcoholism and drug addiction, recovering from her abortion. 
And in her stupor and misery, she looks up and there was Christ standing beside her, watching her, ready to 
pounce upon her in love. Which leads me to suggest that Jesus not only takes up space, but that Jesus also 
shows up in the worst, most desperate of places. Christ becomes bread, life-giving bread, for the worst of our 
hungers. 

 

May we find room not only in our heads and hearts but also in our lives for the God “who takes up space.” 
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The days between Palm Sunday and Easter are called “Holy Week” for a good reason.  In the events of this week, 
God’s love for us in Jesus was shown most clearly and powerfully – they are the heart of our faith.  Bethany offers 
many opportunities to worship.  All are welcome.  Please, join us. 
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     8:30 a.m.    Worship  (Traditional) / Bell Choir 
     9:15 a.m. Church School for Children and Adults  (Classes begin at 9:15 a.m., please arrive on time) 
     9:15 a.m. Confirmation Reunion Breakfast  

   10:30 a.m. Worship / Palm Procession/ Chancel Choir/ Children’s Choir/ Rite of Confirmation/  
        Children’s Sunday School 
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(Childcare for 2 years and under only) 
 

     6:00 p.m. The Labyrinth will be set up in the social hall to walk before or after the service. 
              7:30 p.m. Worship / Communion/ Anthem by Chancel Choir 

This service is in remembrance of Christ’s sacrifice for us 
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     6:30 a.m. Great Vigil ~ Sunrise Service 
     Scripture:  John 20:1-18 
            This ancient service, which begins as light of Easter dawns, proclaims the victory  

   of Christ’s light over all the powers of darkness.  A continental breakfast will follow. 
 

      8:30 a.m. Worship  (Communion) 
    Scripture:  John 20:1-18 
           We will proclaim the joy of the resurrection through the service of Word and Sacrament,  

   and the sharing of our Bell Choir as well as an anthem from Sue Parker our organist. 
   
 

     9:15 a.m. Church School for Children  
 

     9:15 a.m. Easter Brunch hosted by the Youth Fellowship 
   

  10:30 a.m. Worship  (Children will remain in worship) 
     Scripture:  John 20:1-18 

             This service will proclaim the joy of the Resurrection with several anthems by our  
          Chancel Choir.  



CONFIRMANDS 
Mar 28   9:15 am 

10:30 am 
Confirmation Breakfast 
Rite of Confirmation  

 

YF�
Mar 28   9:15 am Conf. Reunion Breakfast 
Mar 31  5-8:00 pm Donato’s Night 
Apr   4    8:00 am Easter Brunch 
Apr 9/10   5:00 pm Retreat at Dix Farm 
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to benefit the Akron Canton Foodbank 
During the month of March the Mission 
Committee will be supporting the Harvest for Hunger 
Food Drive to benefit the Akron Canton Foodbank. 
Every Sunday morning in March, please bring as many 
canned and dry goods as you can to donate.  Please 
drop donations off on the table in the social hall.  
”Super Six” items requested: Canned Beef Stew, 
Canned Tuna Fish, Peanut Butter, Boxed Cereal, 
Canned Vegetables, and Canned Soup. Financial 
donations may be made directly to the Foodbank or to 
Bethany with a note in the memo section for the food 
drive.   Thanks for your support. 
 
 
 

COMMITTEE NIGHT 
Wednesday ~ March 24th      7:30 p.m. 
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Date:  Palm Sunday, March 28, 2010     
Time:  9:15 a.m. 
Place:   Social Hall 
Who is invited:  

All confirmands, their parents and their  
Mentor from 2007 – present 
 

You must contact Val Renner by March 25th to make 
your reservation. Email Val: vrenner@neo.rr.com  
�
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Wednesday, March 31st 
5:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

 

The next Youth Fellowship Donato’s night is 
March 31st. Ten percent of the receipts and tips 
are tithed to Bethany, 10% goes to the youth 
account and 80% goes to support future youth 
mission trips.   

Join us for fun, food and fellowship 
at the State Road Donato’s!        



IHN Updates & Our Upcoming Host Week 
Our next host week begins Sunday, April 11th 
One way for IHN to cut expenses is to avoid paying for 
help on weekends.  The host church is now responsible 
for getting the volunteers for the Family Center during 
their host week.  This means we will need to find two 
volunteers for Sunday, April 11th for 2 shifts, 11:30 
a.m. - 2:30 p.m. and 2:30 - 5:30 p.m. and on Saturday, 
April 17th for 8:30 - 11:30 a.m.  The alternative to 
finding volunteers is paying a student $24 for the 3-
hour shift.  The Mission committee cannot cover this 
cost.  Volunteering at the Family Center involves just 
being at the center.  You can read or play with the kids, 
visit with the parents or read a book. 
 
 

Please consider volunteering during our host 
week. Contact one of our team leaders: Carol Clemente 
- meal preparation, Bob Pletzer - overnight volunteers, 
Frank Read - van drivers and Carolyn B. Hofmann - 
Family Center Volunteers.  Thanks to our many 
volunteers who help make this week possible.   
                                                       Carolyn B. Hofmann�
�
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† Joan Porter, home 
† Cheryl Philips, home 

 

 

 
 
The Flower Chart Book ~ 
located in the gathering area ~ includes the 
2010 sign up sheet.  When you sign up for a Sunday 
please 1) fill in the date you want on the chart; 2) fill 
out a pink sheet with all the information requested; 3) 
PLEASE put the pink sheet in the mail box next to the 
office door. 
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Camp will be the week of July 25-30 
 

�� �� Now is the time to begin and to get ready. 
Applications for staff positions have been sent 
by e-mail and regular mail. They are due by 
April 1 st.  Camper Registration materials are 
available on the mail table in the social hall. 
 

�� �� Also, information is available for camps through 
the summer sponsored by the Ohio Conference of the 
United Church of Christ held at Pilgrim Hills and 
Templed Hills at http://ocucc.org.  Click on the 
Outdoor Ministry link.  You can register online.  
Lowest rates are available for those registering by 
March 31st. 
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      Thank you to everyone who supported the Chancel 
Choir Bake Sale after church on Sunday. It was a big 
success. We raised over $300.00. We will be using some of 
this money for new music.   The Choir 
 
    Big thank you to Linda Goodwin for bring me 
communion and a visit I enjoyed so much.  Thanks also to 
Mark Steiner for all his faithful visits.  Thanks to Kim 
Wurgler, Taylor Giffin, Eddie Frederick and Heather 
Alberson for all the great Valentine cookies that we enjoyed 
so much.     Kathy Ruch 
 
 

 
 
Isaiah 43:16-21 … 
 

     Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the 
sea, a path in the mighty waters, who brings out 
chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie 
down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished, 
quenched like a wick: Do not remember the former 
things, or consider the things of old. I am about to 
do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not 
perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness 
and rivers in the desert. The wild animals will 
honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give 
water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to 
give drink to my chosen people, the people whom I 
formed for myself so that they might declare my 
praise.     
 

Prayer 
     Creator God, you prepare a new way in the 
wilderness and your grace waters the desert. Help us to 
recognize your hand working miracles beyond our 
imagining. Open our hearts to be transformed by the 
new thing you are doing, so that our lives may 
proclaim the extravagance of your love for all, and its 
presence in Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 

 

GREEN Team 
��������������� �

     
Reminder … 
 
 

When recycling at Bethany please rinse/clean 
out cans and bottles before you toss them. 
 

For those who do not have recycling at 
home… Bethany now has a receptacle for tin 
and aluminum cans for you to bring your 
recyclables in to church. We will collect, bag 
and receive $$ for our GREEN efforts. 
 
 
 
 
 

Even if things are “tight” there are lots of 
free or low cost ways we can help others: 
 

ANIMAL RESCUE:  Click to help raise funds via 
advertisers and you can click a button daily to generate 
a donation to help FEED shelter animals 

www.thehungersite.com 
 

 
 

ALSO… 
 

Reduce unwanted mail, opt-out of catalogs, and 
remove your name from mailing lists of your choice.  
Stop the waste, reduce the clutter, and save natural 
resources.  Join over 1 million people making a 
difference.  It’s simple and it’s free! 

www.catalogchoice.org 
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   A Mission Minute  

                                                         
        

 Share our Abundance     
                              O G H S 

   
 

 
In his final minutes with his disciples, Jesus asks Peter, “Do you love me?”  “Yes,” Peter replies. “Then feed 
my sheep,” Jesus tells him. “Tend my sheep.” Three times Jesus passionately repeats his instruction, 
pressing his followers. If you love me, take care of the people I love. (John 21:15-19)  
   
God’s family, including those in parts of the world we may never visit, are God’s flock, the sheep of God’s 
pasture. Yet, God’s flock is often forcefully scattered as people are chased from their homes and livelihoods 
by war, or are blasted by natural disasters, or as societies and countries are ground down by hunger, disease, 
and poverty.  
   
Through One Great Hour of Sharing:��
�       Disaster victims receive shelter, food, water and medical supplies  
�       Local communities develop secure sources of food and clean water  
�       Minds and bodies grow stronger with new schools and medical clinics  
�       Refugees receive housing and long-term help to construct new lives  
�       Small loans are made to aid community development opportunities  
   
But you say why should I believe that we could change anything? Because God loves us, and God’s love 
makes a difference. Because of God’s love our hearts are changed.  Because we love God we are called to 
love one another. In so doing, we bring hope to the flock and help repair a broken world. ��
   
Hunger by the numbers: ��
�       A child dies of hunger every 5 seconds  
�       The number of chronically hungry people is growing by 4 million per year  
�       One in 4 children in developing countries is underweight  
�       Rising world food prices could push an additional 100 million people in low-income areas into poverty.  
   
 

Do you remember the earthquake earlier in Haiti? 
 

The $1500 we gave through Bethany to aid the victims was distributed by OGHS. 
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03/22 9:00a Quilters 
 7:00p Bell Choir Practice 
03/23 9:00a Staff Meeting (Lounge) 
           10:00p Newsletter Deadline 
03/24    9:20 Bible Study (CE) 

6:30p Lenten Service / Son Singers 
 7:30p COMMITTEE NIGHT     �  
3/25 7:30p Chancel Choir Practice 
3/26 
3/27���� ��������
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  8:30a    Worship (Traditional) 
 

  9:15a    Church School for Children and Adults 
 

  9:15a    Confirmation Reunion Breakfast  
 

10:30a    Worship/ Palm Procession/ Rite of Confirmation 
 

11:30a    Social Hour Host: Holly Keenan/Kathy Keenan 
11:30a    Inquiry Meeting (Lounge) 
 
 
����

 
03/29 9:00a Quilters 
 7:00p Bell Choir Practice 
03/30 9:00a Staff Meeting (Lounge) 
           10:00p Newsletter Deadline 
03/31 9:30a Bible Study (CE) 
 5:00p ��������	
��������
���
���� -8:00p   �  
April…  
04/01 Maundy Thursday 
            6:00p Labyrinth, Social Hall  
 7:30p Worship/ Communion/ Chancel Choir 
04/02 Good Friday ~ Office Closed 
04/03 
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April 4, 2010 
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  6:30a    Easter Vigil 
  8:30a    Worship (Communion) 
 

  9:15a    Church School for Children and Adults 
  9:15a    Brunch Hosted by Youth Fellowship 
 

10:30a    Worship 
 

11:30a    ��������	
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Names of Sunday Volunteers are published 
AHEAD OF THE SCHEDULED  Sunday as a kindly 
reminder and early thank you! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Volunteers for March 28th   
   Cup Washing:  C. Eberhardt 
   Greeters: J.&P. Mansfield  /  Shirley Ende-Saxe 
   Music:  Bell Choir / Chancel Choir, Children’s Choirs 
   Nursery:  A. Thompson, B. Lees, K. Keenan, 

 J. McClellan 
   Ushers:  C. Hofmann, B. Charton, S. Truby, S. Ward,  
   M. Spring, H. Bowman, E. Sammons, N. Buck 

      Van Driver:  E. Frederick 
      Visitor Outlook:  N. Buck 
 
 
 
 

 
   Volunteers for April 1st  
      Ushers:  T. Hermann, M. Jensen, L. Short, J. Smith,  
                    N. Buck, B. Pletzer 
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   Volunteers for April 4th        

   Cup Washer:  A. Zeller 
   Greeters:  C. Hofmann / F.&M. Clark 
   Lay Reader:  J. Dix 
   Music:   Organist, Bell Choir / Chancel Choir 
   Nursery:   

      Ushers: R.&S. Holle, F. Read, M. Seguin, M. Seymour,  
                   R. Berie, D. Shroyer, A. McVan 

   Van Driver:  L. Goodwin 
 

       If you are unable to volunteer the day you are  
    scheduled, please remember to… 

 

† Find someone to take your place    
 

† call the church office so we may make   
              the necessary changes on our schedules 



 
The Mission Committee has taken on a new 
opportunity to help our community. Last year Trinity 
UCC on North Main Street invited 160 women and 
children from homeless shelters in Akron to an Easter 
Celebration on the Saturday before Easter. The women 
were treated to spa services to make them feel special 
and the children participated in games.  A hot lunch 
was provided and they attended a brief worship 
service.  The three-hour program ended with an Easter 
egg hunt.  The children went home with Easter baskets 
and the moms with bags of goodies to pamper 
themselves. It was a wonderful day for Trinity's guests 
as well as the staff from Project Rise who made 
arrangements for transportation and the volunteers 
from Trinity UCC.  They would like to repeat this 
wonderful event but with more volunteers  - they 
would like to invite 225 women and children.  
 

Bethany has committed to provide the 
Easter eggs and organize the Easter egg 
hunt.  In addition to collecting the items for 
the Trinity hunt, we are also asking for 
donations for the egg hunt at Bethany on 
Easter morning.  In all, we need to fill 1,000 eggs.  
So we are requesting the following from our 
congregation: 
 

1. Individually wrapped candy 
2. Small toys that fit into a plastic egg 
3. Financial contributions to cover the cost of items 

needed that aren't donated.  Checks to Bethany, 
note Easter Egg Hunt in memo section. 

��� Volunteers to help with this celebration from 10 
am - 2 pm.�
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Please drop off candy and toy 
donations at the table in our social hall.  
Thanks for your support of Bethany's mission 
projects. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


