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Although we heard Isaiah 55:1-9 read in worship last Sunday, the sermon focused on the gospel
passage, Luke 13:1-9. Both passages are rich with meaning for about what it means to be God’s
people. They help us remember all God offers to give us, what it means to receive those gifts, and live
by them. The Isaiah passage is an especially powerful reminder to us, who so easily fill our lives with
lesser “things,” than all that God wants to freely give us, and what it means to receive and share those
gifts. Those are important things to remember. That’s why I’d like to share these insightful
comments about the passage from William Willimon. He writes:

There’s nothing better than free. Maybe you’ve gone to a restaurant and the manger provided a
complimentary meal for you. Maybe you’ve gone to a block party in your neighborhood and all
the food was free. Or perhaps you’ve walked by a booth at an exhibit and picked up a free pen
or pencil, a calculator, or a letter opener. Free stuff is cool.

Of course nothing is really free. Everything costs someone something. Sometimes things are
given away for a business reason, perhaps as an inducement to get you to try a product or to
get you inside the door of a business. However there are times when something is given away,
such as food or fireworks at a public event, just because it is the hospitable thing to do.
Someone else pays the price so everyone can have a good time.

In Isaiah 55:1-2 the prophet calls out to the people like someone with a booth in the
marketplace. Typically the loudest and most insistent person made the sale. Except in this case
no sale is involved! Why spend money on food and drink when it’s free? Come, all you who
have no money. Eat and drink! It’s an inducement to get the people to repent and return to God.
But it’s also a gift, the hospitality that comes from God. It is grace. The price has been paid.
Come!

Church seems free sometimes. The doors are open. Come on in. And you know what? It is free.
We want the poor, the struggling, and the hurting to come here to be fed, literally and
spiritually. We want nothing. God gives everything. Of course nothing is free. But we delight in
sharing the good news of Jesus Christ. Our offerings fill us with joy because others who thirst
for truth, who hunger for righteousness, can find food and drink.

You stand in the gap! You are the presence of Jesus Christ! Yours are the arms that are opened
wide in hospitality and service!

Willimon intended this words to be a kind of extended “offering invitation.” | offer them as an
important reminder of who has given first, and how abundant, and priceless the giving has been. God
has given us EVERYTHING! May we never forget the source of all we have and are. May we be
grateful. And, may our gratitude prompt us to become more “the image of God” we were created to
be, in our trust and in our giving.

With Gratitude and Hope,



YF

Mar 7 2:15 pm | Attend “The Chaplain”

Mar 13 1:00 pm | Bowling with New Trinity

Mar 21 | 11:30am | Confirmand Welcoming

Mar 28 9:15am Conf. Reunion Breakfast

Apr 4 8:00 am Easter Brunch

Apr 9/10 | 5:00 pm | Retreat at Dix Farm

CONFIRMANDS

Mar 7 11:30 am Meal and Class

Mar 14 11:30 am Mentor Meal

Mar 21 10:30 am 2" Year Presentation
11:30am | 2" Year Elder Interview

Welcome to YF & Meal

Mar 28 9:15am Confirmation Breakfast

10:30 am Rite of Confirmation

@7‘", Harvest for Hunger
Food Drive

to benefit the Akron Canton Foodbank

During the month of March the Mission
Committee will be supporting the Harvest for Hunger
Food Drive to benefit the Akron Canton Foodbank.
Every Sunday morning in March, please bring as many
canned and dry goods as you can to donate. This is a
great opportunity to support our neighbors and our
local community and also a great way for kids to get
involved. Please drop donations off on the table in the
social hall. Together we can make sure all children go
to bed full. The Foodbank would like us to focus our
donations on the ”Super Six” items but any donation is
appreciated. Canned Beef Stew, Canned Tuna Fish,
Peanut Butter, Boxed Cereal, Canned Vegetables, and
Canned Soup. Financial donations can be made
directly to the Foodbank or to Bethany with a note in
the memo section for the food drive.

Thanks for your support.

Volunteer Opportunity!

During Lent we offer a mid-week soup and bread
service. If you are willing to volunteer to make soup
for one of the remaining Wednesday evenings please
contact Mary Seymour. Thank you.

< Noigy Offtring

The Mlssmn Committee would like to suggest
a 50/50 proposition for Lent. Save your
pocket change during Lent and give at least
50% to the Church and keep the other half to
do something special for yourself or with
your family. We will have a noisy offering
collection on Palm Sunday. We hope to hear
a loud clamor! All money collected will go to
Bethany’s missions.

Start saving that change!

Lenten Midweek ~ Soup & Bread

tojo%alom/

Wednesdays 6:30 pm — Social Hall

These brief, informal times of worship shared in the
fellowship of simple meals of soup and bread, will end
with us anticipating, longing for, and hopefully aching
for — Easter Sunday. Each week we’ll explore one of
the great themes of Lent. They include:

3/10 Why Do Good People Suffer?

3/17 The Breadth of God’s Grace ﬂ
3/24 \What is True Wealth? J0|

Our times of worship will invite us to be with Jesus as
he is on the way to Jerusalem, where he will meet
betrayal and death. As we do this, we will be in the
shadow of the cross, that invites us to engage the
ancient Lenten themes of sacrifice, self-examination
and confession, but which will, in turn, make our
celebration of the resurrection all the more deep and
meaningful.




BOWLING

New Trinity Missionary Baptist
Church is hosting a Bowling Party and you are
invited! Please join our Bethany youth and New
Trinity friends on March 13™ from 1-4 p.m. at
Magic City Bowling Lanes in Barberton.

The cost is $10 per person.

The fun and fellowship: free!

Carpooling is available, call Janice Smith

The Mission Committee has taken on a
new opportunity to help our community. Last year
Trinity UCC on North Main Street invited 160 women
and children from homeless shelters in Akron to an
Easter Celebration on the Saturday before Easter. The
women were treated to spa services to make them feel
special and the children participated in games. A hot
lunch was provided and they attended a brief worship
service. The three-hour program ended with an Easter
egg hunt. The children went home with Easter baskets
and the moms with bags of goodies to pamper
themselves. It was a wonderful day for Trinity's guests
as well as the staff from Project Rise who made
arrangements for transportation and the volunteers
from Trinity UCC. They would like to repeat this
wonderful event but with more volunteers - they
would like to invite 225 women and children.

Bethany has committed to provide the Easter eggs and
organize the Easter egg hunt. In addition to collecting
the items for the Trinity hunt, we are also asking for
donations for the egg hunt at Bethany on Easter
morning. In all, we need to fill 1,000 eggs. So we are
requesting the following from our congregation:

1. Individually wrapped candy @b

2. Small toys that fit into a plastic egg <

3. Financial contributions to cover the cost of ™
items needed that aren't donated. Checks to

Bethany, note Easter Egg Hunt in memo section.
4. Volunteers to help with this celebration from 10
am -2 pm.

Please drop off candy and toy donations at the
table in our social hall. Items and funds

are needed by March 14™. Thanks
for your support of Bethany's mission projects.

Women's %du[)

March 15t 7:00 p.m.

Tngels

Please bring a favorite angel or angel
story to share. All are welcome.
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Our program:
By: Betty Ciaola

Men’s Volunteer Breakfast €%

It is a great time for men of the church to get together
to share faith, food, and fellowship together; as well as
a few chores with which the custodians could use some
help. The men gather the 34 Wednesday of the month
at 8:00 a.m. (Next breakfast March 17%.) You can
help make this time possible by providing breakfast for
8-10 men once during the year.

East Market UCC
Clean Up Day

I am currently serving on The Eastern Ohio Association’s
Church in the World Committee. One focus of this
committee is Urban Ministry and how our inner city
congregations are reaching out to their neighborhoods. In
visiting these churches and talking with their pastors and
members, we have learned the need for help in maintaining
their building and property. With decreased members and
challenging financial situations, these churches are in need
of help in order to continue their mission work in their
neighborhoods. Last spring we had a clean up/fix up day at
Williard and in the fall at Miller Ave. Now it is East Market
Street’s turn.

Please join me in helping East Market St. with
some cleaning inside and outside of the church on
Saturday, March 20t from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.

Thank you for considering this request and please let me
know if you can join us for all or part of this day. Contact
Carolyn B. Hofmann at chofmann@chmca.org.




Confirmation Reunion

Breakfast
Date: Palm Sunday, March 28, 2010
Time: 9:15a.m.
Place: Social Hall
Who is invited:

All confirmands, their parents and their
Mentor from 2007 — present

You must contact Val Renner by March 25™ to make
your reservation. Email Val: vrenner@neo.rr.com
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Cusior Heaw Panss

Please help celebrate Easter with a
beautiful plant for the altar for $12.00
each. The deadline for ordering is Monday,
March 29th.  The Ministry Committee will
deliver the plants to those on our
Remembrance List after the 10:30 a.m. service
Easter Sunday, April 4th, The flowers can
only be delivered to those on the list. Thank
you for your help. [ would like to donate:

Plant(s) for the sanctuary @ $12.00 each
Total $ Check enclosed

In Memory/Honor of

Donor(s)

I¢’s that time again)

Start cleaning out those garages, closets and
drawers for the annual Treasures and Bake Sale,
Saturday, April 24t We will take anything and
everything except (of course):

NO Clothes or exercise equipment.

Any questions? Please call Kim Wurgler, Treasure
Specialist.

SPECIAL MUSIC SAVE THE DATE

SATURDAY MAY 15T <",

Bethany will be hosting a concert by ;i‘\ 5’%3‘/:/
Christian  songwriter/singer  Brian -4 '\/3
Sirchio. We are also fortunate enough

to have him in worship Sunday, May 2™. More
details to follow — just mark your calendar for this
special program!

Camp Bethany / New Trinity is set for
July 25™ - 30™

i@,) Information is available for camps through
Loos  the  summer  sponsored by the Ohio

Conference of the United Church of Christ
held at Pilgrim Hills and Templed Hills at
http://ocucc.org. Click on the Outdoor Ministry link.
You can register online. Lowest rates are available for
those registering by March 31,

thalk You

Big THANKS to everyone who bought sub sandwiches
on Super Bowl Sunday. We raised over $300 for the YF
Fund.

For the many ways our church family takes care of
others, thank you. The youth have been so active in the
help of cheering up and helping those of us in nursing
facilities, raking leaves and so on. Many people appreciated
the Christmas carols the adults and youth sang here at
Traditions. We appreciated the poinsettia delivered by
Sharon Otto and it is still blooming and Doris Brubaker’s
flower delivery, the Valentine cookies by the youth and all
the visits and cards mean so much to me. It is wonderful
how parents are bringing up their children. Thank you for
caring for others. In Christian love, Karen Butler

Remember in your prayers. .

t Katherine McMillen, Akron City Hospital
t Joan Porter, Akron City Hospital

The rosebud on the altar last Sunday was in
honor of the baptism of Carter Jack Dugan. Carter is
the son of Jack M. Dugan and Kristine M. (Immel)
Dugan. Carter has a big brother, Quinn E. and a
sister, Makena May Dugan.



Calendar for additions to ~ or ~ changes to the
2010 monthly calendar mailed to you.
March 8™ to March 21sT

03/08 9:00a Quilters

9:30a  Prayer Shawl Ministry (Lounge)

7:00p Bell Choir Practice
03/09 9:00a Staff Meeting (Lounge)

10:00a Newsletter Deadline

7:15p Finance Committee Meeting
03/10 9:30a Bible Study (CE)

6:30p Lenten Service - Bread & Soup/

7" Day in the Social Hall
7:30p Consistory

03/11 7:30p Chancel Choir Practice
03/12

03/13 1:00p New Trinity Bowling (YF) ©

Daylight Saving Time Begins
Sunday ~ March 14, 2010
.

.l.

8:30a Worship (Healing and Reconciliation)
9:15a  Church School for Children and Adults
10:30a  Worship/ Children’s Sunday School
11:30a  Social Hour — Chancel Choir
11:30a  Confirmand/ Mentor meal, meeting - 1* yr. only

11:30a  Confirmand/ 2" yr. only “Ready to Affirm”
11:30a  Youth Committee Meeting

Names of Sunday Volunteers are published

AHEAD OF THE SCHEDULED Sunday as a kindly
reminder and early thank you!

If you are unable to volunteer the day you are
scheduled, please remember to...
T Find someone to take your place ... and then
T call the church office so we may make
the necessary changes on our schedules

( Volunteers for March 14"
Cup Washing: C. Eberhardt
Greeters: M.J. Trail, M. Crichton / H. Davis, N. Zucco
Lay Reader: L. Goodwin
Music: 7" Day / Chancel Choir
Nursery: M. Peyak, S.&M. Ferda, H. Alberson
Ushers: J.&S. Mancinelli, F. Read, J. Grazulis,
J. Seymour, H. Koudela, K. Koudela, K. Renner
Van Driver: C. Jones

03/15 9:00a Quilters
7:00p Women’s Fellowship (Lounge) ©
7:00p Bell Choir Practice
03/16 9:00a Staff Meeting (Lounge)
10:00a Newsletter Deadline
7:30p Kerygma
03/17 8:00a Men’s Breakfast
9:30a Bible Study (CE)
6:30p Lenten Service / Young Shepherds
7:30p Mission Committee Meeting

03/18 7:30p Choir Practice
03/19

03/20 9:00a Clean Up at East Market UCC
11:30a Bethany Kitchen (S. Hall)

\ Visitor Outlook: M.J. Trail

Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,

My steadfast, sure love for David.
Isaiah 55:3

Sunday ~ March 21, 2010
.

.l.

8:30a Worship (Fellowship)
9:15a Church School for Children and Adults

10:30a  Worship/ Children’s Sunday School/
Confirmation Presentations
11:30a  Coffee Hour
11:45a 2™ yr. Confirmands-interviews w/elders, meal,
YF Welcome, (pictures)

( Volunteers for March 21°
Cup Washer:
Greeters: R Schreiber, D. Gehlert / B.&.K. Wurgler
Lay Reader: J. Wachovec
Music: Organist / Chancel Choir, 7" Day
Nursery: P. Cochran, J. Williams, D. Schreiber,
E. Sammons
Ushers: L. Luginbill, H. Walker, M.&R. Bowmaster
Karen Fratz, C.&D. Schreiber, T. Robinson
Van Driver: C. Frederick

\ Visitor Outlook: H. Bedillion




THE CHAPLAIN

¢
’
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A GUIDE TO HEALING, HOSPITALITY AND HUMOR

A MUSICAL BY SHARON ALBERSON
2 SHOWS ONLY!

Saturday - March, 6 at 7pm
Cuyahoga Valley Christian Academy
4687 Wyoga Lake Rd., Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio

Sunday - March 7 at 3pm
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church

50 N, Prospect St., Akron, Ohio
$6 Chili Supper from 4:30 - 6:30pm

SHOW TICKETS - $10 ADULTS $5 CHILDREN 12 AND UNDER
TICKETS MAY BE PURCHASED AT THE DOOR
OR RESERVED BY CALLING (330) 922-1900

A Neghber's ’
Indoponcionzy Thrivent Financial for Lutherans:
Dupars On Yoo Let’s thrive:

ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT FAITH IN ACTION - INTERFAITH CAREGIVERS



