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Maybe it’s been said to you. You are sharing with a dri@lbout a difficult situation - an iliness, a job lomsa broken
relationship — with which you or someone you love is dealiwhen you are finished sharing the person who'’s bee
listening says something like, “I'll be sending special thosighur (or their) way.”

“Special thoughts!” What are they? And how do you “sah@m? And, if you can, what difference do they make t
the one to whom you're trying to “send” them?

| can’t answer those questions because, | have to eptifies I'm a skeptic when it comes to the reality, toanention
the power, of “special thoughts.”

| do, though, have some thoughts about why people useangialge and what it signifies about us.

The obvious place to start when considering such things ask why we speak of “special thoughts,” our power t
send them, and to have them make any difference, rdtaerspeak of prayer, God’s desire to hear it, and ptwer
have it make a difference. I'd boil it down to twoseas — secularism and arrogance.

Secularism is one reason that people speak of “sendmwgbs” (our own thoughts), rather than prayers. Many ha
come to believe either that there is no God, omhefé is, not one that either cares enough or is golhamough to
make a difference. Many have come to believe that weare by ourselves and have to deal with everythin
including life’s greatest struggles and burdens, by ourseiwvesur own. In fact, some feel that to believe thate’s

a God who cares, who listens to our concerns, who speaissto help and guide us, who acts in response toeaaisn
is a sign of being old fashioned, ignorant, or naive.

Arrogance is the other reason that people don’t sayltipesty but “send thoughts” instead. We’'ve tried to replac
God with ourselves in just about every other area — whdive for, who we serve, where we look for valuebere to
find the strength to deal with life’s problems, why noteh@oo? If we've elevated ourselves to be the ulenpairpose
of life, the best determiner of what’s worthy to live,fthe most reliable source of strength in difficutheés, why
wouldn’t we also believe that we’ve got it within us, withire thoughts we have and can somehow “send,” to do wt
prayer was traditionally thought to do — make a diffeeeimcour lives and in the lives of those for whom we have
special concern? Only now, the difference is self-engwed; rather than God-empowered.

Perhaps you noticed that | used the word “believe” inrcetiathese ideas about our “special thoughts” and ourselv
All this is a “belief.” There’s no “scientific” evidee for it any more than there’s scientific evidenaetlie power of
prayer. The only difference is that humans, in theingance, are claiming a power for the thoughts of theids that
they once reserved for God and God’s care and love.

Though that’s the only real difference, it's a big ooee that shapes everything about how we see ourselves,
relationships, and the possibility of divine love having ang to play in the most difficult situations of our lives

All this makes me think again of that phrase that we pragvaty baptism, “May (so and so) never be ashamed
confess a personal faith in you.” To which, in our dggeems we could add, “May (so and so) never be sgaant as
to think they can do without you, that they can take ydage, that they become you in their own hearts and srii

May we God save us from the self-focused arrogandki®fage. May God help us to keep sending prayers to Ge
rather than thoughts to each other.

With Prayers for Our Faithfulness,



MISSION MINUTE
Chapel Hill Community

During the month of Maythe Mission
Committee will be conducting our annual giving to
Chapel Hill Community. For over 90 years, United
Church homes have demonstrated an uplifting
difference in older adult lives and services. We give
to the Life Enrichment Fund to provide for those
who need financial assistance. Chapel Hill is a
United Church Homes community and is founded
on our mission to provide primarily older adults
with Christian caring and quality services to
enhance their well-being. We fulfill this mission
with superior quality health care achieved through
consultation with residents and their families. A
resident's individuality, needs, and desires are
always considered. Our dedicated staff carefully
plans for every aspect of the resident's care. Your
choice, dignity, and respect are always held in the
highest regard.
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Program:
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Christian Ed is planning to decorate tt

church sanctuary with red geranium plar

on May 23°. Please bring in to church .

potted red geranium and set it on a window

sill in the sanctuary. We will celebrate the birthtloé
church and the gift of the Holy Spirit as the tonguks o
fire came down as a representation of the Holy Spirit
thus the red geraniums. After church and social hour

help the C.E. Committee plant them around our church.
Thank you for your support.

American Cancer Society

Relay for Life...TEAM F.A.C.E.
(Fighting Against Cancer Everywhere)

We (Bebout Family) are participating in the

Stow-Munroe Falls Relay ajune 4" & 5"

andwould like to ask Bethany members and
friends for their support. With just a couple of weeks
left, we are at 51% of our goal of $5000.00. Team
members include Brody and Christine, Amber, Juliana,
Brad and (2x survivor) Susan Bebout among others.
You can make a donation by finding our team page
online or by contacting any one of us.
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLFY100
H?team_id=617585&pg=teamé&fr_id=23651&fl=en_US&s
_tafld=542710
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Camp Bethany / New Trinity
July 25 - 30

Camp Bethany — New Trinity
Date: July 25 - 30
Place: Camp Trinity, Navarre, OH

Cost: $ 160 if registered by June 15
$ 200 if registered by July 15

Note: registration includes full fee payment

Forms: available in social hall & workroom.
To Help: sign up to do a meal or donate food

Ohio Conference, UCC Camps
Date: Many choices through the summer
Place: Pilgrim Hills or Templed Hills Camps
Cost: Varies with camp
Information: available in social hall & workroom.

Don't forget...
Scholarships are available to any camp!
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Reuse at Target

Target encourages guestsi®USE by promoting

the use of reusable shopping bags, which help keep
more plastic bags out of landfills. That's why they
are now giving guestsfave-cent discountfor each
reusable bag used at checkoutThis discount is
yet another way Target helps guests save money—
and helps out the environment. On average, each
reusable bag keeps 2.5 plastic bags out of landfills
and eliminates the use of .17 pounds of plastic.
With 1.5 billion transactions at Target each year, the
potential impact is significant. By rewarding guests
for using reusable bags at their stores, Target
supports sustainability with an easy, eco-friendly
and money-saving solution

Please remesrher in your prayess...

T Bobbie Berie Akron City Hospital

Altar Flowers - $15 per vase

Please assist the office with the correct
information regarding your
altar flower choices.

If you want to reserve a flower for the altar for a
particular Sunday, the office needs to know the
following:

1. Do you want the church to keep the flowers to be
delivered to a shut-in or someone recently hospitalized,
or for a birthday? If so CIRCLE [C] for church takes
the flower book and on the pink slip that goes to the
office.

2. Do you want to take the flowers after church
yourself? If so, CIRCLE [D] for_donor takes the
flower book and on the pink slip that goes to the office

3. Do you want your arrangement _in HONOR OIF
IN MEMORY OF someone? If so, PLEASE fill that
information in on the pink slip and turn it in to the
office.

The Ministry Committee contacts church members to
deliver the flowers that are designated for the “church
to take.” PLEASE circle [D] or [C] when you enter
your request in the flower book so they know how
many people to contact for delivery. If you do not
provide the above information, the office will have to
assume the church takes the flowers. If you do not
provide a dedication for your donation your name will
simply appear as the donor in the bulletin. Thank you.

There is one waiting for YOU! Just call the office at

330-923-5277by 4:00 p.m. on Friday and we
will arrange for you to be picked up. Worried that
something might happen to keep you form attending?
Don’t worry! You will be given the name and phone
number of this week’s driver so, if need be, you can
cancel at the last minute. We do hope you will call



5/17

5/18

9:00a Quilters
7:00p Bell Choir Practice
NO Staff Mtg.

10:00a Newsletter Deadline

5/19

8:00a Men's Breakfast

9:30a Bible Study (CE)

5/20
5/21

5/22

7:30p Chancel Choir Practice

9:00a <

Names oiSUNday Volunteersare

publishedAHEAD OF THE SCHEDULED Sunday

as a kindlyreminderand earlythank you!

If you are unable to volunteer the day you are
scheduledplease remember to..

T Find someoneto take your place ®°® @[md ﬁh@@

T call the church officeso we may make
the necessary changes on our schedules

—+ —+

8:30a
9:15a
10:30a

11:30a
11:30a
11:45p

5:00p

#

Worship(Traditional)

Church Schoofor Children and Adults
Worship/Children’s Sunday School
Social Hour Host:* & 2" grade class
# Day Practice &

Help C.E. Plant Flower

YF

5/24

5/25

5/26

9:00a Quilters

7:00p Bell Choir Practice

9:00a Staff Meeting

10:00p Newsletter Deadline
9:30a Bible Study (CEl.ast One!
7:00p COMMITTEE NIGHT

5/27 7:30p Chancel Choir Practice
5/28
5/29
!
.l.
Tt $ %
Tt "# & o #
8:30a Worship(Traditional)
9:15a Church Schoofor Children and Adults
10:30a Worship

11:30a

Coffee Hour

Volunteers for May 28

/

Cup Washing: C. Eberhardt
Greeters: H.&D. Koudela / C. Philips, E. Albert
Music: Bell Choir / Chancel Choir
Nursery: S. Ward, J. Williams, D. Schreiber,
E. Sammons
Ushers: L. Luginbill, M. Jensen, S. Truby, S. Ward,
Karen Fratz, C.&D. Schreiber, D. Shroyer
Van Driver: L. Goodwin
Visitor Outlook: R. Schreiber
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Volunteers for May 38

p

Cup Washer: A. Zeller
Greeters: B. Read Family / B. Leas, M. Leas
Music: / Children’s Choirs
Nursery: M. Peyak, B. Lees, K. Keenan, J. Mcé@&fell
Ushers: C. Hofmann, F. Read, M. Seguin, M. Seym
M. Spring, H. Bowman, C. Bedillion, L. Sheppard
Van Driver: B. Read
Visitor Outlook: K. Wurgler
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1235 Broad Blvd.
Cuyahoga Falls OH 44223

Office: 330-923-5277
Fax: 330-923-3210

Check out our web site!
www.bethanyucc.org

GOSPEL GELEBRATION

Featuring Robert Ray’s Gospel Mass under the
direction of Dave Carnell and Sharon Alberson

Join Akron Trinity United Church of Christ
Choir & Canton Trinity United Church of
Christ Choir along with soloists and
instrumentalists for this toe-tapping
uplifting performance.

SUNDAY — MAY 237
3:00 PM
AKRON TRINITY UCC
915 North Main St., Akron
330-376-7186

NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE PAID PERMIT #197
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44223-2428
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