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First Things First! 
 

Church consultant Anthony Robinson has written many books and traveled all over the country helping churches 
move into a future where the Christian faith is no longer supported, much less assumed by our culture.   
He often quotes these words from Luke 12:29-32: 
 

And do not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying...  Instead, 

strive for God’s kingdom, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

 

Then he goes on to tell a story something like this one: 
 

I was speaking at a conference where teams from a bunch of congregations had gathered.  After a while, someone 

said, “Listen, the question for us is survival.  Will our church survive?  We don’t have many members.  No young 

people.  Our pews are emptying out and so is our bank account.  We need you to tell us what to do to survive.” 

 

I had to respect the pain and the earnestness.  I knew the feeling was real, and the anxiety genuine.  I said, “I 

understand, I do.  And yet, ‘How can we survive?’  is the wrong question.  And I suspect that worrying it to death isn’t 

helping you.”   

 

“Well, what should we do?” said that worried, good man. 

 

“I’d suggest that you ask God to show you God’s purpose, God’s calling and mission for your church.  What is God 

calling you to do?  Call on the Lord to show you that and give you what you need to be about it, and leave the other 

things to sort themselves out.  I suspect it was something like that Jesus had in mind when he said, ‘Seek first the 

Kingdom and these things will be given to you as well.’” 

 

There are so many congregations today worrying and wondering if they will survive.  Trust me – better, trust Jesus.  

It’s the wrong question.  The right one is – “What is God’s purpose for our church today?”  Discover that and go 

after it with holy love and abandon.  Nothing else matters.” 

 

We can rejoice that Bethany has a history of being open to God’s calling and mission and responding to it.  Look at 
how that mission has grown over the years and all the energy and passion it fosters in our life together.  We can 
hardly go a week without a special announcement about an upcoming mission activity; they’re so many!  All of them 
blessings not only for those we seek to serve but for us as well!  They keep us focused on God’s kingdom!  And, I 
believe, they’ve helped us learn that, somehow, God really does make sure that “all these things,” are added as well. 
 

The presentation on April 25 about the recent New Orleans Mission Trip was a wonderful example of this.  Brad and 
Carol did a wonderful job preparing for it and sharing about it.  And the big attendance, a crowd that was there to 
listen, learn from, and support them, was fantastic, too.  So was the response – at least ten people have said that they 
are interested in going next year! 
 

Such a Spirit and such a response has become essential to our identity as faith family.  We can rejoice that it’s almost 
become second nature to us.  We need to remember that it’s a blessing, an important source of our vitality, and if 
Anthony Robinson (and Jesus) is right and our hope for the future!   
 

With Gratitude to God and all of you, 



 

MISSION MINUTE 

 

 

Chapel Hill Community 
 

 

 

During the month of May the Mission Committee will be conducting our annual giving to Chapel 

Hill Community. For over 90 years, United Church homes have demonstrated an uplifting difference in 
older adult lives and services. We give to the Life Enrichment Fund to provide for those who need financial 
assistance.  
 

Chapel Hill is a United Church Homes community and is founded on our mission to provide primarily older 
adults with Christian caring and quality services to enhance their well-being. We fulfill this mission with 
superior quality health care achieved through consultation with residents and their families. A resident's 
individuality, needs, and desires are always considered. Our dedicated staff carefully plans for every aspect 
of the resident's care. Your choice, dignity, and respect are always held in the highest regard. In Canal 
Fulton, Ohio, Chapel Hill Community is proud to present Kroft Commons, a unique senior retirement 
community.  
 

Each cottage of about 1300 square feet is built in three quads, with individual driveways and one and a half 
car garages, plus a fireplace in each of the single-floor units. In addition, each cottage has two bedrooms, 
two bathrooms, a reading room, kitchen, dining room and living room. An optional built-in sun porch is also 
available. All units are handicap accessible and have an emergency call system. We are currently accepting 
applications for the next quad or duplex to be built.  Kroft Commons is designed for the vital, active older 
adult (55+) who is looking for a facility that can offer a continuum of care. We invite you to visit Chapel 
Hill Community for additional information.   
 

Skilled Nursing Care...  

Our skilled nursing care offers a comprehensive collection of health care services. Individualized attention is 
given to each resident to ensure healthful treatment and care. Our professional staff is monitored and guided 
by the Medical Director and the Director of Nursing. The nursing staff is on duty 24 hours a day. Personal 
care assistance is also provided around the clock.  
   
Specialized Care...  

Chapel Hill Community provides specialized care for persons with Alzheimer's disease and related 
disorders. Our individualized living style is specifically designed to meet the needs of residents in both the 
initial and advanced stages of these diseases. Staff members are specially trained to provide a comfortable 
and therapeutic living environment, as well as activities for each resident.  The family and friends of 
Alzheimer's residents enjoy peace of mind knowing their loved one is safe and secure.  
 
Assisted Living...  

Chapel Hill Community is dedicated to helping individuals lead a rewarding life in their later years. Our 
assisted living program helps fulfill that aspect of our mission by providing the opportunities necessary to 
maintain independence in day-to-day activities, as well as the freedom to enjoy life at a leisurely pace.  We 
hope this information will help you learn more about Chapel Hill Community and the services they offer.  

 

Thanks from the Mission Committee 

  



Bethany Kitchen 
Saturday, May 15

th
, a free luncheonfree luncheonfree luncheonfree luncheon at 

11:30 a.m. for those in the community who need a 
meal.  Help is always needed for food preparation, 
serving and cleaning up.  All are welcome to join 
us and enjoy fellowship and lunch.   
 
 

Men’s Volunteer   …      
It is a great time for men of the church to get 

together to share faith, food, and fellowship 

together; as well as a few chores with which the 

custodians could use some help.  The men gather 

the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 8:00 a.m. (Next 

breakfast May 19th.) You can help make this time 
possible by providing breakfast for 8-10 men once 

during the year; contact the church office. 
 

 

 

 

      
 

 

 

 

 Wednesday, May 19Wednesday, May 19Wednesday, May 19Wednesday, May 19thththth    11:30 a.m.    11:30 a.m.    11:30 a.m.    11:30 a.m.    
 

   Good food ~ fellowship!  Good music! 
 

 Program:  Patterson Park SingersPatterson Park SingersPatterson Park SingersPatterson Park Singers 
                              “back by popular request” 

 

 
 

What a deal the luncheon is … 
 

   Tickets only $4.00   Tickets only $4.00   Tickets only $4.00   Tickets only $4.00    
 

     See Jan Charton, Lou Atelson, Doris Brubaker 

 
 Pentecost Sunday 

May 23May 23May 23May 23rdrdrdrd    
Christian Ed is planning to decorate 
the church sanctuary with red 
geranium plants on May 23rd.  Please bring in to church 
a potted red geranium and set it on a window sill in the 
sanctuary.  We will celebrate the birth of the church and 
the gift of the Holy Spirit as the tongues of fire came 
down as a visual representation of the Holy Spirit – thus 
the red geraniums.  After church and social hour help 
the C.E. Committee plant them around our church.  
Thank you for your support.  
 

 

 

Graduation Accolades!  
We will be recognizing Bethany’s 2010 
graduates during the 10:30 worship service 

on June 6th.  If there is someone in your 

family you want recognized, please call the 
office by May 31st.   

 

 
 

    

    

American Cancer 

Society 
Relay for Life …TEAM  

F.A.C.E.  
  (Fighting Against Cancer Everywhere)  

 

We (Bebout Family) are participating in the Stow-
Munroe Falls Relay on June 4

th
 & 5

th and would 
like to ask Bethany members and friends for their 
support.  With just a couple of weeks left, we are at 
51% of our goal of $5000.00. Team members 
include Brody and Christine, Amber, Juliana, Brad 
and (2x survivor) Susan Bebout among others. You 
can make a donation by finding our team page 
online or by contacting any one of us.   

Please see page 6 of this newsletter for 

clickable link to donate. 
 
 

    

    

The Bethany Letter    
Our newsletter is published weekly September 
through May with a less frequent schedule during 
the summer months.  Submit articles for The 
Bethany Letter by 10:00 a.m. 
Tuesday of each week unless 
advised otherwise due to holidays.  
Articles can be dropped off at the 
church office or e-mailed to 
bethany@bethany.ald.net. The newsletter is 
printed and put together on Thursday, then 
placed for pick-up after Sunday worship services 
on the You Got Mail table.  Those not picked up 
on Sunday are mailed on Monday morning. Help 
us save on postage by picking yours up.  Readers 



also have the ability to access the newsletter on 
our website www.bethanyucc.org. 

    

 Now is the Time to  

Sign Up  
for Camp! 

 

Camp Bethany / New Trinity 
July 25 – 30 

 

Camp Staff have shared an important 
leadership training time, focused on our call 
to “make disciples” by making camp an 
outpost of the Kingdom of God.  
  
Camp Sunday was a great “kick-off” to our 
camping program for 2010.  If you have a 
child of camp age (finishing 1st – 6th grade) 
and would like to register him or her for 
camp here’s what you need to know: 

 

Camp Bethany – New Trinity 
   Date:   July 25 - 30 
   Place:   Camp Trinity, Navarre, OH 
 

   Cost:  $ 120 if registered by May 15 
             $ 160 if registered by June 15 
             $ 200 if registered by July 15 
 

   Note: registration includes full fee payment.  
         

Forms:  available in social hall & workroom. 

      To Help: sign up to do a meal or donate food. 
 
 

Ohio Conference, UCC Camps 
   Date:   Many choices through the summer 
   Place:  Pilgrim Hills or Templed Hills Camps 
   Cost:   Varies with camp 
   Information: available in social hall & workroom. 
 

Don’t forget: scholarships are available to any camp! 
 
 

 

    

 
  

 
 
     Bryan Sirchio’s time with us last weekend – a 
concert, Sunday school sharing, and worship – was a 
blessing to our Bethany family in many, many ways.  
With a humble and gracious spirit, expressed in both 
word and song, he brought us back to the core of our 
faith and reconnected us with the love of God, which is 
both our reason to live with gratitude and what 
motivates us to live for God and others.  His witness 
both challenged and inspired.  So, with gratitude, we 
say thanks to everyone involved in making his visit 
possible – Beth McDevitt for sharing the idea, making 
the contact, and establishing the basic plan, the Youth 
Committee and Youth Fellowship for helping prepare 
and carry out the various events, the Chancel Choir for 
helping with the refreshments, George Jensen for his 
help with the visuals, and John Mancinelli for his help 
with the sound.  Finally, thanks too, to everyone who 
came to welcome him – to the concert, the Sunday 
school hour, and to worship; your presence gave us all 
that much more to celebrate.  He felt your welcome and 
he was grateful. 
 
     Thank you for the beautiful plant that Phyllis and 
Molly Casper brought over for Easter.  We had a nice 
visit.  We all enjoyed the occasion.  God bless them 
both and God bless Bethany.  All is good.  Many thanks 
to all.    Jenny and Tony Bisesi 

 
 

Congratulations to  … Congratulations to  … Congratulations to  … Congratulations to  …     
… Andrew and Diane Kuhlke on the birth of their 
son, Owen Richard Denis, born April 24th.  Proud 
brothers: Nicholas and Alexander. Proud 
grandparents:  Dick and Sharon Holle 
 

 
 
  

 
 

 

† Bobbie Berie, Akron City Hospital 



 

       

Calendar for additions to ~ or ~ changes to the 
2010 monthly calendar mailed to you. 

May 10th   to   May 23rd   
 

 

5/10 9:00a Quilters 
 9:30a Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 7:00p Bell Choir 
5/11 9:00a Staff Meeting 
           10:00a   Newsletter Deadline 
 7:15p Finance Meeting 
5/12 9:30a Bible Study (CE) 
 6:45p Spiritual Council 
 7:30p Consistory 
5/13 7:30p Chancel Choir Practice 
5/14 

5/15    11:30a Bethany Kitchen   ☺ 

 

 

Sunday ~ May 16, 2010 
 

† Nursery Available  9:15 to 11:30 a.m. 
† Ascension Sunday 
   
 

  8:30a    Worship (Fellowship) 
 

  9:15a    Church School for Children and Adults 
 

10:30a    Worship/ Children’s Sunday School 
 

11:30a    Social Hour Host: Perspectives Class 
 

11:30a    Retreat Committee (L) 
  6:30p   YF 
 

 

5/17 9:00a Quilters 
 7:00p Bell Choir Practice 
5/18 9:00a Staff Meeting 
           10:00a    Newsletter Deadline 
5/19      8:00a Men’s Breakfast 

9:30a Bible Study (CE) 

         11:30a Women’s Fellowship Luncheon 
5/20 7:30p Chancel Choir Practice 
5/21 
5/22  
 

Sunday, May 23, 2010Sunday, May 23, 2010Sunday, May 23, 2010Sunday, May 23, 2010    
 

† Nursery Available  9:15 to 11:30 a.m.    
† Pentecost / bring in a “red geranium” to plant!    
† Communion at both services    
   

  8:30a    Worship (Traditional) 
 

  9:15a    Church School for Children and Adults 
 

10:30a    Worship/ Children’s Sunday School 
 

11:30a    Social Hour Host:  1st & 2nd grade class 
11:30a    7th Day Practice 
11:45p    Help C.E. Plant Flowers    

  6:30p    YF 

 

Names of Sunday Volunteers are 

published AHEAD OF THE SCHEDULED Sunday 
as a kindly reminder and early thank you! 

 

 

            
 

 

 

 Volunteers for May 16
th

       
   Cup Washer:  A. Zeller 
   Greeters:  L.&J. Rorrer, H.&A. Keenan 
   Lay Reader:  J. Welfley 
   Music:   7th Day/ Chancel Choir 
   Nursery:  T. Jensen, S.&M. Ferda, T. Giffen 

      Ushers:  J.&S. Mancinelli, B. Charton, R.&M. Bowmaster        
                    H. Koudela, K. Koudela, E. Sammons 
      Van Driver:  E. Frederick 
      Visitor Outlook:  N. Read 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers for May 23
rd

     
   Cup Washing:  C. Eberhardt 
   Greeters:  H.&D. Koudela / C. Philips, E. Albert 
   Music:  Bell Choir / Chancel Choir 

      Nursery:  S. Ward, J. Williams, D. Schreiber,  
E. Sammons 

   Ushers: L. Luginbill, M. Jensen, S. Truby, S. Ward,  
Karen Fratz, C.&D. Schreiber, D. Shroyer  

      Van Driver:  L. Goodwin 

      Visitor Outlook:  R. Schreiber 

       If you are unable to volunteer the day you are  

    scheduled, please remember to… 
 

† Find someone to take your place    

 

† call the church office so we may make   
              the necessary changes on our schedules 



  
 
 
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLFY10OH?team_id=617585&pg=team&fr_id=23651&fl=en_US&s_tafId=542710

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 


