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Frank Sinatra sang the words, “If somebody loves you, it’s no good unless they love you, all the way.”  We’ve all 
experienced the truth of those words.  Through painful experience we’ve learned that half-hearted love is really no 
love at all; since you can’t count on it, it’s pretty much worthless.   
 

Today in worship, we celebrated Jesus’ joyous Palm Sunday entry.  Yet, in spite of all the songs and praises, it must 
have been a sobering moment for him. He knew what lay ahead: a clash with the political and religious authorities 
and, ultimately, an awful death.  Still, he entered the city and went about his preaching, teaching, and healing 
ministry with steadfast faithfulness.  He would not be deterred from following his calling to usher in God’s 
kingdom, though it would cost him his life.  God had sent him in love for all people, and he knew that his work 
would bear no fruit unless he loved us “all the way.”  And love us “all the way” he did.  In spite of our weakness 
and sin, in spite of our proud and stubborn rejection of him, he died for us, saying, “Father, forgive them, they don’t 
know what they’re doing. 
 

The disciples should have known what they were doing.  Jesus had told them what lay ahead, that he would be 
rejected by the chief priests, scribes, and elders, and be executed.  He said this had to happen, in order for the 
victory of God’s love to be established.  He called them to follow him to this destiny, to share in his purpose, to 
pray with him in his agony, and to be with him at the end. 
 

Sadly, they couldn’t do it.  Though they had often professed their love for Jesus the disciples proved incapable of 
showing the same kind of love for him, who had shown them so much love, as he showed those who hated and 
despised him, even those who killed him.  In the end, one of them betrayed him, one denied him, and all the rest 
abandoned him.  Not a very auspicious start for those who bear the name “Disciple,” which means “follower.”  
Those who had been called to follow couldn’t do it when the going got rough. 
 

As Christians, we bear three names: Child of God, Disciple of Christ, and Member of the Church.  In a sense, 
“Disciple” is our middle name.  If that’s true, we can’t be who we’re meant to be as Christians without following.  
Though following Jesus is challenging, costly, and sometimes painful, and we might prefer to make our faith into 
something more intellectual, emotional, or spiritual, at its heart being a Christian has to be something you do – 
follow Jesus.  It’s just not possible to be a Christian any other way. 
 

Sometimes little quotes can help us remember much bigger truths.  This is a big one, an important one, that’s why 
I’d like to share these quotes, that might be helpful to commit to memory, to help us stay true to our purpose when 
the going gets rough:   

  
Christianity without discipleship is always Christianity without Christ.     Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 20th Century 
           

Christ did not appoint professors, but called followers.  If Christianity is not expressed in the life of the one 
professing it, then that person is not professing Christianity.  For Christianity is a message about living that 
can only be expressed by being realized in people’s lives.     Soren Kierkegaard, 19th Century 
          

Jesus tapped me on the shoulder and said, “Bob, why are you resisting me?”  
I said, “I’m not resisting you!”   
He said, “You gonna follow me?”   
I said, “I’ve never thought about that before!”   
He said, “When you’re not following me, you’re resisting me.”     Bob Dylan, 20th Century 
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The days between Palm Sunday and Easter are called “Holy Week” for a good reason.  In the events of this 
week, God’s love for us in Jesus was shown most clearly and powerfully – they are the heart of our faith.  
Bethany offers many opportunities to worship.  All are welcome.  Please, join us. 
 

 

Continuing with… 
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(Childcare for 2 years and under only) 
 

     6:00 p.m. The Labyrinth will be set up in the social hall to walk before or after the service. 
              7:30 p.m. Worship / Communion/ Anthem by Chancel Choir 

This service is in remembrance of Christ’s sacrifice for us 
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     6:30 a.m. Great Vigil ~ Sunrise Service 
     Scripture:  John 20:1-18 
            This ancient service, which begins as light of Easter dawns, proclaims the victory  

   of Christ’s light over all the powers of darkness.  A continental breakfast will follow. 
 

      8:30 a.m. Worship  (Communion) 
    Scripture:  John 20:1-18 
           We will proclaim the joy of the resurrection through the service of Word and Sacrament,  

   and the sharing of our Bell Choir as well as an anthem from Sue Parker our organist. 
   
 

     9:15 a.m. Church School for Children  
 

     9:15 a.m. Easter Brunch hosted by the Youth Fellowship 
   

  10:30 a.m. Worship  (Children will remain in worship) 
     Scripture:  John 20:1-18 

             This service will proclaim the joy of the Resurrection with several anthems by our  
          Chancel Choir and hymns accompanied by organ and trumpet 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

��������	��
�������
�����������
����� �
��� �������� 	
�	� ���� 
���������� ��������� 
���
���	������������		����
�������	�������
�������������
�
���� ��� ����� ��������� ��� 

���	�� ���� ������� ���
	
��

���
���
�����	���	�����	��	
��
������������   
 

Emily Sammons, daughter of Julie and Dan 
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YF�
Mar 31  5-8:00 pm Donato’s Night 
Apr   4     8:00 am Easter Brunch 
Apr  11           11:30 am Mini Retreat 
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Wednesday, March 31st 
5:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

 

The next Youth Fellowship Donato’s night is 
March 31st. Ten percent of the receipts and tips 
are tithed to Bethany, 10% goes to the youth 
account and 80% goes to support future youth 
mission trips.   

Join us for fun, food and fellowship 
at the State Road Donato’s!        
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Coffee Sales Resume!  
You may have noticed Fair Trade Coffee is back on 
sale after Sunday services.  Coffee makes a good gift 
and you can be certain the money goes to a good cause 
as well as protecting song bird habitat.  Buy Fair Trade 
Coffee! 
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Camp will be the week of July 25-30 
 

�� �� Now is the time to begin and to get ready. 
Applications for staff positions have been sent 

by e-mail and regular mail. They are due by 
April 1 st.  Camper Registration materials 
are available on the mail table in the social 
hall. 
 

�� �� Also, information is available for camps through 
the summer sponsored by the Ohio Conference of the 
United Church of Christ held at Pilgrim Hills and 
Templed Hills at http://ocucc.org.  Click on the 
Outdoor Ministry link.  You can register online.  
Lowest rates are available for those registering by 
March 31st. 
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Who: 
· Graduating High School Seniors or GED Certified 
· A Bethany member for a minimum of two years 
· Entering an accredited education program/trade 
      school in the Fall of 2010 
 

How: 
· Applications are available in the church workroom 
· Completed applications are due by July 15th in the 
      church office 
· All completed applications will be reviewed 
· The applicant will be related on need, involvement  
      in church related activities, career goals and extra 
      curricular activities/work history 
 

Questions, contact Bill Leas, 330-673-3389 
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E-mail us at… 
 
Steve Gehlert       pastor@bethany.ald.net 
  Senior Pastor 
 

Barb McCrady          bethany@bethany.ald.net  
   Newsletter articles, Contributions 

 

Beth McDevitt  bethmcd83@hotmail.com 
  Children’s, Youth, and Chancel Choirs; Treasurer  

 

Sue Parker   occti@yahoo.com 
  Organist; Bell Choir Director 
 

Carolyn Shroyer                cdshroyercd@yahoo.com�
��� Christian Education Director 
 

Mark Steiner  mesteiner@sssnet.com 
    Pastor of Visitation            
Carol Wood               cwood@bethany.ald.net 
   General office, Consistory Reports 
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A Mission Minute  

                                                         
        

 Share our Abundance     
                              O G H S 

   
 
 
 

Last week we talked about Jesus telling Peter, “If you love me feed my sheep.” In these challenging times we 
wonder how much we can sacrifice to feed Jesus’ beloved sheep when our needs remain so pressing. Most 
likely we can decide how to respond to the call of feed my sheep only through prayer.  
   
Remember the feeding of the 5,000 when Jesus asked his disciples to feed the hungry crowd? (Mark 6:34-44). 
The disciples despaired; there was no way they could procure enough for this hungry bunch. The five loaves 
and two fish they collected seemed insignificant. Yet when each gave sacrificially from what they had, 
through God’s blessing, their gifts turned into a miracle of compassion for all. ��
   
Our Wealth by the numbers: 
 

��

�� In round numbers there are 7 billion people in the world.  
 

�� The average yearly income per person is about $7,000.  
 

�� Only about 19 % of the world’s population lives in countries with a capital income at least this high.  
 

�� The world median income is more like $1,700 per person. (This simply means that there are 
 3.5 billion people who make less than $1,700 and 3.5 billion who make more).  

   
The guide from our national headquarters lists many success stories from “Your Neighbors Around the 
World.” Let’s look at one. Hurricane ravaged communities along the U.S. gulf coast continue to rebuild. 
Volunteers and your donations are helping uprooted families return home. The motto “One person, one house 
at a time,” says it all; just talk to Carol Clemente or Brad Bebout to learn more.  
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3/29 9:00a Quilters 
 7:00p Bell Choir Practice 
3/30 9:00a Staff Meeting (Lounge) 
           10:00p Newsletter Deadline 
3/31 9:30a Bible Study (CE) 
 5:00p ��������	
��������
���
���� -8:00p   �  
April…  
4/01 Maundy Thursday 
            6:00p Labyrinth, Social Hall  
 7:30p Worship/ Communion/ Chancel Choir 
4/02 Good Friday ~ Office Closed 
4/03 
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April 4, 2010 
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  6:30a    Easter Vigil 
 

  8:30a    Worship (Communion) 
 

  9:15a    Church School for Children and Adults 
  9:15a    Brunch Hosted by Youth Fellowship 
 

10:30a    Worship/ Children remain in worship 
 

11:30a    ��������	
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4/05 9:00a Quilters 
 7:00p Bell Choir Practice 
4/06 9:00a Staff Meeting 
           10:30p Newsletter Deadline 
4/07 9:30a Bible Study (CE) 
4/08 7:30p Chancel Choir Practice 
4/09 6:00p (SH) Rsrvd. 9:00p 
4/10 
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  8:30a    Worship (Healing and Reconciliation) 
 

  9:15a    Church School for Children and Adults 
 
 

10:30a    Worship/ Children’s Sunday School 
 

11:30a    Chili Cook Off 
11:30a    7th Day Practice 
11:30a     YF Mini Retreat 
  6:00p    IHN Meal (SH) 
 

Names of Sunday Volunteers are 
published AHEAD OF THE SCHEDULED  
Sunday as a kindly reminder and early thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Volunteers for April 1st  
      Ushers:  T. Hermann, M. Jensen, L. Short, J. Smith,  
                    N. Buck, B. Pletzer 
�
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   Volunteers for April 4th        

   Cup Washer:  A. Zeller 
   Greeters:  C. Hofmann / S. Otto 
   Lay Reader:  J. Dix 
   Music:   Organist, Bell Choir / Chancel Choir 

      Ushers: R.&S. Holle, F. Read, M. Seguin, M. Seymour,  
                   R. Berie, D. Shroyer, A. McVan 
      Van Driver:  L. Goodwin 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Volunteers for April 11th    
   Cup Washing:  C. Eberhardt 
   Greeters:  McVan Family / D.&M. Renner 
   Lay Reader:  S. Holle 
   Music:  Story & Song / Chancel and Bell Choirs 

      Nursery:  T. Jensen, A. Lorentz, S. Keenan, C. Bedillion 
   Ushers:  J. &S. Mancinelli, H. Walker, J. Grazulis,  
             J. Seymour, H. Koudela, K. Koudela, C. Bedillion  

      Van Driver:  B. Read 
      Visitor Outlook:  S. Ward 

       If you are unable to volunteer the day you are  
    scheduled, please remember to… 

 

† Find someone to take your place    
 

† call the church office so we may make   
              the necessary changes on our schedules 


